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Dedication 


To  Mrs.  Ragsdale,  whose  courage  and  sacrifice  through  a  year 
of  illness  has  allowed  me  to  continue  work  at  the  jail  when  my  pres- 
ence was  due  in  the  home,  and  to  our  two  little  boys,  in  the  hope  that 
they  will  grow  to  be  men  strong  in  body,  mind  and  character,  this 
volume  is  lovingly  dedicated  by  the  Author. 


Jefferson  Coanty  Jail.  Center  and  Green  StfceU.  tookvmt,  Ky. 

Erected  Ui  1905. 
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To  Mrs.  Ragsdale,  whose  courage  and  sacrifice  through  a  year 
of  illness  has  allowed  me  to  continue  work  at  the  jail  when  niy  pres- 
ence was  due  in  the  home,  and  to  our  two  little  boys,  in  the  hope  that 
they  will  grow  to  be  men  strong  in  body,  mind  and  character,  this 
volume  is  lovingly  dedicated  by  the  Author. 
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The  Author's  Statement 

The  value  of  a  man's  ideas  is  based  u])(>n  his  honesty,  training, 
experience  and  the  resuhs  of  his  work.  As  to  honesty,  those  who 
know  me  can  give  testimony.  As  to  training,  the  records  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  show  that  I  was  granted  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Philosophy  in  1905.  The  records  of  the  University  of  Louisville 
show  that  I  was  granted  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  191 L  I 
have  taught  seventeen  years,  have  spent  some  time  in  newspaper  work, 
have  lectured  to  civic,  social,  fraternal  and  religious  organizations  for 
several  years.  Am  a  member  of  the  Jefferson  County  liar  and  have 
had  some  experience  in  i)(^litics.  T  have  lived  in  the  Xorth.  West  and 
South  and  traveled  all  over  the  East  of  our  country.  I  am  a  Utili- 
tarian in  philosophy  and  1  am  liberal  in  religious  views.  In  all  places 
where  I  have  worked  I  have  tried  to  be  useful  and  practical. 

As  a  teacher  of  history  and  civics  I  am  convinced  that  I  ought  to 
contribute  to  the  civic,  social  and  political  welfare  of  the  community. 
For  the  civic  teacher  the  private  and  public  institutions  of  the  com- 
munity fnrnish  a  laboratory  for  activitv  and  study. 

The  Jefferson  C()unt\'  Jail,  \vhicli  lias  been  the  i)lace  where  T  have 
spent  some  time  each  (la\-  for  nearh'  two  \-ears  and  where  T  have  lived 
for  the  past  five  weeks  while  writing  tliese  cha])tcrs.  has  been  an  ideal 
place  to  work.  T  have  had  the  privilege  of  the  institution  from  engine 
room  to  the  roof.  I  have  eaten,  slept  and  stayed  in  jail  for  five  weeks. 
It  has  been  a  busy  and  profitable  experience.  One  does  not  know 
crime  until  he  lives  by  it.  I  have  come  to  know  some  good  men  in 
this  jail  and  T  know  some  bad  ones.  I  have  seen  every  phase  and  con- 
dition of  the  criminal  world. 

T  have  come  to  have  a  fellow  feeling  for  the  policeman,  the  Jailer 
and  gnards.  as  well  as  the  man  or  woman  who  is  "down  and  out." 
Pcoi)le  too  freciuently  have  an  unsympathetic  attitude  toward  the 
public  institution  and  of  the  public  servant.  The  i)oliceman  has  a  hard 
job  at  best.  And  he  is  not  half  so  bad  as  people  make  him  out.  Most 
of  his  criticism  comes  from  the  over-zealous  reformer  or  the  political 
agitator.  I  am  sure  a  policeman  wants  to  have  a  good  record.  If 
there  was  always  a  good  word  for  him  he  w(^uld  make  a  better  official. 
And  T  am  sure  if  the  pul)lic  in  general  would  manifest  an  interest  in 
higher  officials  we  Avould  have  a  better  officialdom. 

Pnblic  office  in  America  must  continue  to  l^e  elective  and  will  there- 
fore be  subject  to  ]:)olitical  maneuvering.  P.ut  men  in  politics  can  be  as 
efficient  in  office  as  anyone  else.  Politics  can  be  left  at  the  door.  This 
Mr.  Foster  has  done,  and  has  made  a  record  which  commends  itself 
to  the  most  critical  observer.  His  ambition  was  to  make  the  "best 
Jailer  Jefferson  County  ever  had,"  and  he  has  attained  that  end. 
People  sav.  ''Remove  institutions  from  politics."  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  we  shonld  educate  men  for  f'olitics,  and  institutions  will  be  taken 
care  of.  in  or  out  of  politics.  If  a  man  has  a  vision  and  an  ideal  and 
makes  himself  efficient,  it  matters  little  about  anything  else;  he  will 
make  good. 
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I  think  that  this  institution  commends  itself  to  the  world,  not  only 
in  the  school  idea,  but  in  its  general  upkeep  and  management,  and  in 
presenting  this  little  volume  we  have  thought  to  make  our  contribu- 
tion to  sociological  thought.  When  I  was  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Chicago  I  was  compelled  on  account  of  the  death  of  my  f  ather  to 
drop  for  a  time  my  work  in  sociology  under  Dr.  Charles  Richmond 
Henderson.  Dr.  Henderson,  however,  said  that  1  would  be  given  my 
credit  anywav.  and  suggested  that  some  time  I  should  contribute 
something  to  the  held  of  sociological  thought,  and  I  said  I  would. 
This  redeems  that  promise  to  Dr.  Henderson,  although  he  has 
passed  on. 

I  wish  to  tender  mv  thanks  to  the  inmate  teachers  who  have  so 
earnestly  tried  to  carry  out  our  suggestions.  I  know  their  position  has 
been  difficult,  but  thev  have  shown  strength  in  overcoming  difficulty 
which  will  be  of  great  value  when  they  again  resume  their  normal 
relations  with  the  world.  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  i.f  Mr. 
Fred  Montfort  for  the  manv  valuable  and  sensible  ideas  which  i  have 
learned  from  him.  I  want  also  to  say  that  the  Matrons,  Miss  Minnie 
( )  r)anicl  and  Mrs.  Gazzola,  have  certainly  manifested  the  most  kmdly 
interest  and  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  Foster  School  a  great 
benefit  to  the  women  of  this  place.  To  Capt.  P.  J.  Donahue,  the  Chief 
Deputy,  and  his  subordinates  I  want  to  extend  my  thanks  and  to  say 
that  I  have  alwavs  been  treated  with  the  highest  consideration  and 
respect.  I  feel  that  it  is  remarkable  that  Capt.  Donahue,  after  having 
been  a  business  man  all  his  life,  takes  the  uiterest  in  the  school  that 

IV^Mr.  Thomas  f.  ^IcCoUum,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Jefferson  County 
Tail  T  am  under  obligations  for  many  suggestions  and  corre^ions,  and 
for  Chapter  3  of  this  volume  he  is  responsible.  His  carefulness  in 
all  his  work  and  his  loyalty  to  his  superior  has  impressed  nie  with 
a  new  idea  about  the  men  we  have  in  our  offices.  To  iiob  ana 
"Billie"  I  want  also  to  sav  'Hbank  you,  sir^/' 

For  the  art  work  I  am  indel)ted  to  Wincie  King. 

To  ;Mr  Foster  T  owe  the  oj^portunitv  to  learn  and  work  which 
has  been  here  i)rc^ente(l.  T  have  found  in  him  a  man  of , high  ideals, 
of  acute  discretion  and  firm  resolve  as  well  as  a  generous  heart. 

W  hile  my  friendships  have  been  mostly  with  the  educational  pro- 
fession, I  have  here  "in  jail"  formed  attachments  which  I  hope  will 
never  be  severed.  So,  hoping  that  "The  Foster  School  ^  wi  1  prove  a 
"life  line"  to  our  errii^  brothers  whom  we  all  have  tried  to  help  in 

these  years,  I  am, 

^  GuoRGi*  TiLDEN  Ragsdale. 

July  20.  1016. 

Jefferson  County  Jail, 

Louisville,  Ky. 


Introduction 

:Mr.  Ragsdale  has  asked  me  to  write  a  few  introductory  words  for 
his  interesting  volume.    Although  it  can  be  said  of  the  pages  which 
follow,  more  than  of  most  books,  that  they  speak  for  themselves,  I  am 
glad  to  comply,  for  I  am  so  impressed  with  their  wisdom  and  sobriety 
that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  associate  myself,  even  at  long  range,  with  this 
honest  and  intelligent  record  of  experience.  It  is  known  to  all  who  have 
any  contact  with  contemporary  prison  reforms  that  these  center  abotit 
the  educational  possibilities  of  penal  institutions.   Comparatively  few 
of  those  who  are  directly  concerned  with  education  have  had,  however, 
the  time  or  opportunity  (or,  it  must  be  confessed,  the  inclination) 
to  interest  themselves  in  the  work  of  our  corrective  and  reformatory 
institutions.    ^Ir.  Ragsdale's  work  should  be  greeted  as  an  honorable 
and  important  exception.    Certain  facts  stand  out  in  the  sincere, 
straightforward  record  he  has  set  down.    The  account  of  the  life  of 
the  jailer.  :^lr.  Foster,  is  itself  a  lesson  in  sound  American  life.  The 
prior  liistory  of  the  jail  is  typical  in  general  of  a  gvG^it  and  common 
oversight  in  our  social  ethics.    The  rcaivd  of  the  educational  work 
undertaken  in  the  school  is  an  exhil)it  of  what  intelligence,  combined 
with  sympathy  free  from  any  morbid  sentimentalism.  can  do  to  remedy 
this  defect.    Our  best  educational  lessons  sometimes  spring  from  the 
seemingly  least  promising  sources.    Mr.  Ragsdale's  picture  of  the 
School  and  its  methods  is  instructive  for  all  concerned  with  improving 
our  methods  of  caring  for  and  reformir^  the  derelicts  of  society.  But 
it  is  equally  instructive  for  those  concerned  with  normal  education. 
Where  conditions  are  abnormal,  need  is  greatest.    There  is  little 
choice  between  allowing  things  to  drift  and  inventing  and  applying 
measures  that  go  to  the  root  of  the  question.   Educational  measures 
which  grow  out  of  extreme  needs  and  which  are  successful  in  meeting 
them  have  an  unusual  claim  upon  the  attention  of  those  engaged  in 
education  under  more  normal  conditions.   Mr.  Ragsdale's  book  cuts 
both  ways.   It  is,  I  repeat,  a  pleasure  to  associate  myself  in  any  way 
with  a  b<^ok  which  has  such  a  message  both  for  teachers  and  for  those 

engaged  in  social  reform.  ^^^^r^^r 
^  ^  JOHN  DEWEY. 

Columbia  University,  New  York  City. 
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Statement  from  the  Jailer,  Mr.  Chas.  C.  Foster 

Compulsory  education  for  American-bom  children  was  found 
necessary.  There  is  a  disposition  in  this  country  to  provide  for  the 
care  and  enlightenment  of  those  children  who  are  brought  here  from 

foreign  shores. 

It  is  said  that  at  least  five  million  adult  Americans  are  unable  to 
read  or  write  and  that  millions  of  Americans  can  only  read  simple 
words  and  that  milhons  of  persons  in  this  Republic  rarely  read;  in 
truth,  they  seldom  actually  think.  The  illiteracy  of  millions  of 
unschooled  men  and  women  practically  is  ignored.  Most  illiterates 
are  ignorant. 

Illiteracy  retards  all  that  is  American — ^progress,  efficiency,  stand- 
ards, social  and  poHtical,  intelligence  of  citizenship,  home-msJcing  and 
the  general  public  welfare. 

Prof.  Ragsdale.  in  this  interesting  and  well-written  volume,  has 
told  of  the  establishment  of  the  school  in  the  Jelferson  County  Jail. 
No  one  is  better  qualified  than  he  to  relate  the  simple  story  of  the 
Jailer's  effort  to  humanize  the  institution,  to  uplift  those  who  are 
swept  into  it  on  the  tide  of  misfortune,  to  teach  the  inmates  that 
ignorance  is  a  blight  and  that  to  continue  to  exist  in  this  condition 
is  a  crime  against  humanity,  a  barrier  against  democracy. 

What  the  Jefferson  County  Jail  has  iccomplished  is  conveyed  in 
the  statement  that  uj)  to  this  time  more  than  250  persons  have  been 
taught  to  read  and  write.  Flashing  the  light  of  education  before  the 
faces  of  offenders  of  varied  types  has  led  these  individuals  from  a 
cave-like  state ;  it  has  wrought  reformation,  in  many  instances  lasting ; 
it  has  improved  the  mentality  of  every  pupil  who  has  attended  the 
school;  it  has  at  all  times  elevated  the  standard  of  discipline.  In 
every  conceivable  manner  it  has  served  to  develop  that  dormant  better 
self  in  men  and  women,  hoys  and  girls. 

It  has  done  that  which  sentimentality  always  fails  to  do.  It  does 
more  than  can  be  hoped  for  tlirougli  the  honor  test.  It  turns  all 
from  hopelessness;  it  is  the  beacon  light  of  encouragement  and  the 
surest  cure  I  know  of  for  redemption.  It  is  salvation  for  many  a 
soul  winding  downward. 

The  opportunity  must  not  be  permitted  to  pass  without  an  acknowl- 
edgment from  me  concerning  Prof,  Ragsdale's  sensible,  tireless  and 
practical  efforts  in  the  jail  school.  He  has  aided  me  in  an  undertaking 
assuredly  successful  and  one  that  is  certain  to  grow  in  adoption  and 
usefulness  throughout  America. 

CHAS.  C.  FOSTER,  Jailer. 

Louisville,  1917. 


Preface 

There  is  no  problem  upon  which  society  has  spent  more  energy  than 
the  problem  of  the  prisoner.  In  this  little  volume  we  are  not  attempt- 
ing to  deal  with  the  prisoner  confined  in  the  penitentiary  or  reformatory 
for  a  long  period.  Our  problem  is  that  of  the  short-term  jail  prisoner. 
Much  has  been  said  and  written,  a  great  deal  of  study  has  been  made, 
wise  things  have  been  done  in  the  solution  of  the  long-term  prison 
problem.  But  com])arativcl\  little  study  has  been  made,  little  has  been 
written,  and  what  has  been  done  in  regard  t(">  short-term  jail  prisoners 
has  been  without  scientific  study  or  organization. 

In  some  respects  only  is  the  jail  problem  like  that  of  the  peniten- 
tiary. The  jail  gets  the  culprit  for  the  first  time,  the  penitentiary  gen- 
erally after  he  has  had  jail  and  workhouse  sentences.  The  jail  gets 
the  boy  before  he  has  l)ecome  well  acquainted  with  criminal  life;  the 
penitentiary  gets  him  after  he  lias  become  calloused  and  hardened  to 
criminal  life.  If  there  is,  therefore,  any  hope  of  "])ulling  a  fellow  l^ack 
into  line"  with  right  living  the  oi)i)ortunity  is  in  the  jail.  But  society 
has  not  vet  seen  this  o])i>ortunity. 

The  jail  i)roblem  is  an  old  one.  The  first  person  in  modern  times 
to  make  a  real  study  of  prisoners  and  jails  was  John  Howard,  who 
was  bom  in  England  in  1726.  He  gave  the  first  impetus  to  reform. 
The  Nineteenth  Centur}-  was  marked  b\'  five  great  epochs  of  progress. 
The  first  was  a  work  of  tlie  philantbro])ists.  which  led  next  to  a  period 
of  reform  in  legislation.  This  legislation  led  to  a  reconstruction  of 
jails  and  prisons.  Tlie  next  e])och  put  stress  upon  different  kinds  of 
ser\  iiude,  and  tlie  last  was  a  period  when  the  national  conscience  was 
avvakenefi  to  action. 

This  last  period  has  introduced  the  present  period,  which  is  to  be 
wie  of  scientific  study  of  the  prisoner  as  an  individual  in  society,  and 
of  society's  relations,  rights  and  duty  toward  itself  and  the  prisoner. 

But  through  all  tlii--  i)rogress  the  problem  has  been  studied  from 
the  ]>en!tentiary  standi>oint.  W'c  have  liere  attempted  to  study  the 
jail  from  every  standpoint,  not  altogether  fro.u  that  of  tlie  writer 
on  criminologv. 

We  arc  living  in  the  jail,  eating,  sleeping,  talking  and  working  with 
a  most  practical  and  common-sense  Jailer,  his  assistants,  his  guards 
and  his  ])risoners.  ^Vhile  reading  may  have  had  some  influence  on 
our  viewpoint,  the  actual  contact  with  the  problem  and  the  observa- 
tions made  in  this  jail  form  the  foundation  of  this  humble  contribu- 
tion to  sociological  thought,  ^^'e  here  attempt  to  show  how  The 
Foster  School  has  attempted  to  solve  and  is  solving  the  question, 
"IVhat  to  Do  With  the  Short-Term  Jail  Prisoner." 


CHAPTER  I. 


jeffi:ksux  county  jails. 
Tlie  'General  practice  in  the  United  States,  and  in  Kentucky 
eM)eciall^  is  to  make  the  county  the  unit  for  the  support  and  control 
of  the  jail,  and  accordingly  the  Fiscal  Court  is  given  authority  by 
Section  1872  of  the  Statutes  to  issue  bonds  for  the  construction  ot 
jails.  At  one  time  the  city  was  a  party  to  the  support  and  control  ot 
the  1  ciii- 

The  records  of  the  first  jails  of  Icffcrson  County  seem  to  have 
disappeared,  but  xve  have  found  enough  evidence  to  lead  us  to  the 
condusion  that  lefferson  C.nmty  has  had  about  the  same  evolutionary 
prosress  in  this"  problem  that  any  other  community  of  a  like  history 
has  had.  lefferson  County  has  not  been  behind,  neither  has  it  been 
ahead  until  recently,  of  other  counties  where  the  population  ranges 

from  300,000  people  upwards.  .   ,   j   i  u 

The  fi^st  jail  in  Jefferson  County  was  a  part  of  the  stockade  built 
by  George  Rogers  Clark  in  1778  on  the  north  side  of  Main  b  reet. 
l^tween  Sixth  and  Seventh  Streets,  of  this  city.  It  is  very  probable 
that  this  block  house  was  first  used  to  detain  ]irisoners  but  later  a  log 
iail  was  built  with  trii.le  walls  so  constructed  that  the  outside  and 
inside  walls  would  appear  to  be  those  of  two  regular  log  cabins  one 
huilt  within  the  other,  and  with  a  wall  between  these  two  made  of 
logs  that  stood  perpendicularly.  If  a  prisoner  should  attempt  to  saw 
his  way  out  he  would  have  to  saw  his  way  through  hree  wall^.  the 
middle  log  would  drop  when  he  took  out  a  block  so  that  the  opening 
would  close  and  prevent  escape.  This  jail  had  only  one  room,  and  al 
pSners  were  put  therein  and  chained  to  the  wall  so  that  they  could 

not  reach  one  another.  a.  -a^ 

{  There  is  some  evidence  that  this  jail  was  located  on  the  west  side 
of  Sixth,  between  lefferson  and  Congress  Alley.) 

Alxnit  1800  a  log  jail  of  two  rooms,  one  above  the  ^her,  was 
built  at  the  present  site  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  Court  Place  and 
Sixth  Street.  The  women  occupied  the  upper  room  of  this  jail  ^^hl  e 
mS  were  quartered  below.    This  jail  did  service  for  about  twenty 

^^Tn  1819  a  new  jail  wa.  constructed.  McMurtrie's  History  of 
Louisville  gives  an  interesting  statement  in  regard  to  this,  and  is  here 
quoted : 

"(•„\OI.. 

"\  mo.t  miserable  edilicc,  in  a  most  filthy  and  ruinous  condition, 
first  cousin  to  the  "black  hole  of  Calcutta.'  A  new  and  spacious  one 
is  however,  contracted  for.  which  will  be  commenced  in  a  few  weeks. 

o  be  built  (as  is  the  old  one)  of  ^toj^^-^'th^'-^l-t/^™";  .^^t  e 
nients  and  cells  secure,  but  so  contrived  as  to  ^^^f^^  '  -^^^/^^^^^ 
unfortunate  of  the  law,  who  may  there  'address  himselt  to  sleep 
w"S  any  fear  of  losing  his  ears  through  the  voracitv  o  jli.  r^s 
Tnd  other  vermin  that  swarm  in  the  present  one.  Tt  would  be  ell  to 
surround  the  new  building  when  finished  with  a  high  stone  ^^all  and 


No.  1  jnil.  iMiilt  in  l>i40.  on  site  of  Aunex  to  Titv  ITall. 

Xo.  2.    The  jnil  of  1S1!>,  situ.itetl  on  site  of  St.  Nicliohis  Hotel    Sixth  and  Court 
Place. 

>"o.  ::.    Foi-t  \els..ii.  t.iiili  ill  IT-SL',  at  St-vrnth  and  Main  streets.    Prisoners  were 

iield  in  nin*  Iff  tllt";f  hlorklKMises. 

Xo.  4  is  ;i  |>i»  tur('  of  a  .1;iil  in  actnal  use  near  Louisville.    It  is  almost  an  exact 
(  typp  of  the  .j;iil  l.nilt  a)>out  IMM). 

Xo.  5.  Addition  to  Xo.  1.  fronting  Jefferson  street.    BuUt  about  1802. 
For  present  Jail  see  Fronti9pie<». 
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to  inclose  within  the  limits  that  horrid-looking  engine  now  standing 
opposite  the  Courthouse.  1  allude  to  the  ])ill<^r\'  and  whipping  post. 
Such  things  may  be  necessary  (and  even  that  is  very  doubtful )  for 
the  punishment  of  the  guilty,  but  I  am  sure  it  never  came  within  the 
intention  of  the  law  to  inflict  through  it  pain  upon  the  innocent,  its 
very  appearance,  combined  with  the  knowledge  of  its  uses,  sufHcing 
to  blanch  the  cheek  of  every  man  who  is  not  through  custom  or  a 
heart  callous  to  the.  sufferings  of  hiunanity  totally  regardless  of  such 
scenes." 

The  third  jail,  designated  in  the  cut  on  i>age  12  as  Jail  Xo.  2. 
was  a  two-story  stone  structure  with  sliingle  roof  and  doors 
and  small  windows  barred  with  inch  stiuare  wrought  iron 
bars.  It  was  about  50x30  feet  and  opened  on  Sixth  Street.  There 
were  five  rooms  upstairs,  and  for  a  time  the  Jailer  with  his  family 
occupied  these  rooms,  but  by  1844  the  upstairs  had  been  changed  and 
was  being  used  for  prisoners.  There  were  four  rooms  on  the  first 
floor,  one  being  used  for  an  office  by  the  Jailer,  one  room  for  white 
male  prisoners,  one  for  white  women  and  one  for  negroes.  This  jail 
was  used  until  late  in  1846,  when  the  fourth  jail  was  completed. 

Jail  No.  4.  designated  in  the  cut  on  page  12  as  No,  1. 
was  located  on  the  north  end  of  the  lot  where  the  annex 
to  the  City  Hall  is  now  situated.  It  was  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall 
about  16  feet  in  height  and  inclosed  a  >pace  about  100x150.  On  each 
comer  of  this  wall  was  a  sentry  box.  In  front  of  this  wall  was  a  yard 
in  which  grew  some  large  shade  trees.  From  the  street  the  jail  looked 
like  a  feudal  castle  and  is  so  describe  by  those  who  can  remonber 
its  appearances. 

In  the  jail  proper  there  were  three  tiers  of  cells.  These  were 
located  around  a  "U''  shaped  court,  known  in  jail  ]>arlance  as  the 
"bull  pen."  The  cells  were  "holes  in  the  wall"  inclosed  by  iron  bars 
or  doors.  There  was  no  ventilation.  At  night  each  prisoner  had  a 
wooden  bucket  for  excretions,  which  he  was  required  to  keep  under 
his  cot  until  morning,  when  he  was  required  to  empty  it  into  a  pan  in 
a  vault.  The  prisoners'  meals  were  handed  him  through  the  barred 
door.  On  special  days  the  freedom  of  the  "bull  pen"  was  given  the 
prisoners,  if  there  was  no  mark  against  them  on  account  of  mis- 
behavior. 

In  1862  an  addition,  de^ij^nated  in  the  cut  on  page  12  a^ 
Jail  No,  5.  which  covered  what  was  the  jail  yard  at  that  time 
and  where  is  now  located  the  Annex  to  the  City  Hall,  was  made. 
This  was  two  stories  in  height.  ( hi  the  first  floor  was  a  vestibule,  on 
the  left  of  which  was  a  public  <)ftice,  where  all  prisoners  were  "regis- 
tered." and  on  the  right  were  the  Jailer's  private  offices.  From  the 
vestibule  a  "T"  shaped  hallway  led  to  the  new  cells,  to  the  old  jail,  to 
the  kitchen,  to  the  storeroom  and  to  the  closet.  On  the  second  floor 
of  the  addition  there  were  two  tiers  of  cells  on  the  west  side,  where 
women  were  kept,  and  on  the  east  side  was  a  large  room  set  a]vart 
for  '''moonshiners."  The  front  rooms  of  the  second  floor  were  first 
used  for  storerooms,  but  in  1878  these  rooms  were  turned  into  cells, 


X"'.  1  j.til.  l.iiilr  ill  IMC.  oil  site  of  Aiiiirx  to  Titv 
Pli  e*'  ~  '  ''^    '         '  ^"  St. 'Mcholas  Hotel.  Sixth  and  Court 

Xo.  .;.  Fui  r  Nelson,  iniilt  iu  178;;,  at  St^vtMith  and  Muiu  sti*eets.  Prisoners  were 
lield  ill  one  of  these  liloeklioiises. 

Xo.  4  is  n  iiietiire  <»f  a  jiiil  in  «rtu:il  use  uear  I«ouf»vnie.  It  U  almost  au  exact 
type  of  thp  jail  liuilt  Mlmiu  1N(V>. 

Xo.  r».   Addition  to  Xn.  i.  fimuinff  JefTersou  street.   Built  nbout  1862. 

For  pH'sent  jail  see  I'n)nlispiei'e. 
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to  inclu>c  wilhin  tlio  limits  that  ii(>rri(l-l<  m  >king  engine  now  standing 
upi>osite  the  Courthouse.  I  allude  to  tlie  pillory  and  \\hi]>])ing  ])OSt. 
Such  thing>  ma_\'  he  neee^^arv  i  and  even  that  i^  \  er\'  doul)tful  I  tor 
the  i>uniNhnient  of  the  guilty,  hut  1  am  >ure  it  never  eame  within  the 
intention  of  the  law  to  inflict  through  it  pain  upon  the  innocent,  its 
very  appearance,  combined  with  the  knowledge  of  its  uses,  sufficing 
to  blanch  the  cheek  of  every  man  who  is  not  through  custom  or  a 
heart  callous  to  the,  sufferings  of  humanity  totally  regardless  of  sudi 
scenes/* 

The  third  jail,  designated  in  the  cut  on  page  12  as  Jail  Xo.  2, 
was  a  two-story  stone  strueHne  with  shingle  ri^of  and  do(jrs 
and  small  windows  ])arred  with  inch  stjuare  wrought  iron 
l»ars.  It  wa<  ahout  30xo()  feet  and  o])ened  "ii  Sixth  Street.  There 
were  live  rooms  up>tairs.  and  fi>r  a  time  the  Jailer  with  his  family 
occupied  these  rooms,  hut  by  1S44  the  u|>.stairs  had  been  changed  and 
was  being  used  for  prisoners.  There  were  four  rooms  on  the  first 
floor,  one  being  used  for  an  office  by  the  Jailer,  one  room  for  white 
male  prisoners,  one  for  white  w<»men  and  one  for  negroes.  This  jail 
was  used  until  late  in  1846,  when  the  fourth  jail  was  completed. 

Jail  Xo.  4,  designated  in  the  cut  on  page  12  as  No.  1, 
was  located  on  tlie  north  end  of  the  lot  where  the  annex 
to  the  Cit\'  iiall  is  nt)W  situated.  It  wa^  --m'l'Mitnded  hy  a  stone  wall 
about  U>  feet  in  height  and  inclM-^cd  a  >i)ace  ali-ait  1U0.\150.  On  each 
corner  of  thi>  wall  was  a  >entr\  box.  Jn  front  of  this  wall  was  a  yard 
in  which  grew  some  large  shade  trees.  From  the  street  the  jail  looked 
like  a  feudal  castle  and  is  so  described  by  those  who  can  remember 
its  appearances. 

In  the  jail  ])ro])er  there  were  three  tiers  of  cells.    These  were 

located  around  a  shaped   court,  known  in  jail   parlance  as  the 

"bull  pen."  The  cells  were  "holes  in  the  wall"'  inclosed  by  iron  bars 
or  door<.  There  was  no  ventilation.  At  night  each  prisoner  had  a 
woi^den  bucket  for  excreti4)ns.  wliich  he  wa^  re()uired  to  keei*  under 
his  cot  until  morning,  when  he  was  re(|uired  to  em])ty  it  into  a  pan  in 
a  vault.  The  ])risoners'  meal>  were  handed  him  through  the  barred 
door.  On  special  days  the  freedom  of  the  "bull  pen"  was  given  the 
prisoners,  if  there  was  no  mark  against  them  on  account  of  mis- 
I>ehavior. 

Tn  1862  an  addition,  designated  in  the  cut  on  i^age  12  as 
Jail  No.  5,  which  covered  what  was  the  jail  yard  at  tliat  time 
and  where  is  now  located  the  \nnex  to  the  City  Hall,  was  made. 
Thi^  was  two  stories  in  height.  *  »n  the  lir<t  tli»or  wa^  a  ve^tilnile.  nn 
the  left  of  which  was  a  public  otVice.  where  all  ])riM^ners  were  "regis- 
tered." and  on  the  right  were  the  Jailer's  private  offices.  From  the 
vestilnde  a  "T"  shaped  hallway  led  to  the  new  cells,  to  the  old  jail,  to 
the  kitchen,  to  the  storeroom  and  to  the  closet  On  the  second  floor 
of  the  addition  there  were  two  tiers  of  cells  on  the  west  side,  where 
women  were  kept,  and  on  the  east  side  was  a  large  room  set  apart 
for  "moonshiners."  The  front  rooms  of  the  second  floor  were  first 
used  for  storerooms,  but  in  1878  these  rooms  were  turned  into  cells, 
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which  were  used  until  the  jail  was  ahandoned  in  1905.  In  one  of  these 
cells  Caleb  Powers  was  confined  while  awaiting  trial  for  the  murder 
of  William  Goebel. 

It  was  in  this  jail  that  Dr.  v^amuel  (^.arvin  began  his  long  term  of 
thirtv-thrce  years,  two  months  and  two  days  as  jail  physician.  Dr. 
CiarvinV  experience  was  a  valuable  one  to  society.  Out  of  5,(W0 
delirium  trenien  cases  treated  in  this  period  he  lost  only  twelve.  He 
says  that  a  man  does  not  commit  crime  when  under  the  influence  of 
morphine,  but  when  he  wants  it  he  will  do  anything  in  the  world  to 
get  it.  Dr.  Garvin's  observations  and  experience  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  perish  with  him* 

Many  interesting  stories  are  told  about  the  "old  jail."  Mr.  James 
Camp  tells  us  that  while  his  father  was  Jailer  in  the  70's  that  the  yard 
about  the  cellhouse  was  used  as  a  i)lace  to  fatten  turkcvs.  lambs  and 
pigs  from  what  was  left  from  the  kitchen,  and  that,  on  Thanksgivmg, 
the  prisoners  were  always  given  a  '"turkey  dinner/'  There  seems  to 
have  been  a  good  cook  at  the  jail  in  those  days  also,  because  old  men 
who  were  on  tlie  police  force  in  those  days  delight  to  tell  about  "good, 
juicy  steaks"  which  they  would  take  to  the  jail  and  have  broiled  bv 
the  cook  and  which  they  "sure  enjoyed"  when  they  had  completed 
their  beats  on  cold  winter  nights. 

In  1903,  the  fourth  jail  having  been  outgrown  and  '^beyond  repair/' 
the  Fiscal  Court,  during  the  term  of  James  V.  (Gregory  as  County 
Tud£Tc.  caused  the  erection  of  the  fifth  and  ])resent  jail  of  Jefferson 
Countv  at  the  southwest   corner  of   c:enter   and  Green  Streets.  It 
covers  a  150x225-foot  K)t  and  is  three  stories  high.   The  outside  walls 
are  constructed  of  brick  and  liedford  limestone  and  range  from  18 
to  30  inches  in  thickness.   The  windows  are  high  and  wide  and  secured 
by  permanent  tool-proof  steel  bars.  As  one  enters  the  jail,  on  the  left 
will  be  seen  the  private  office  of  the  Jailer,  which  api^car-  \n  be  the 
study  of  a  quiet  gentleman  of  culture.    On  the  right  is  the  i)ublic 
office,  where  all  *^guests"  are  registered   before   they  i)ass  mto  the 
Jailer's  care.    Coming  then  through  the  first  barred  door  mto  the 
main  hallwav  one  is  charmed  to  see  a  beautiful  fountain,  planned  by 
the  Tailer  and  built  bv  the  inmates.    (See  cut  on  page  70.)    On  the  left 
of  this  hall  will  be  found  the  administration  office  of  the  Jailer  and 
Chief  Deputy.   On  the  right  is  the  jail  physician's  office,  the  surgical 
room  and  the  drug  store.   On  the  left  of  this  hallway  will  l)e  found 
the  inside  office  of  the  Jailer  and  Assistant  Jailer.  Here  may  be  found 
many  relics  of  former  *davs— nooses,  knives,  saws,  needles,  guns  taken 
from  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  "death  cap"  used  in  hanging  in  former 

^^Through  anrtther  barred  door  and  we  are  in  the  cellhouse,  which 
is  constructed  entirelv  of  tool-proof  steel.  The  cellhouse  is  built  on 
the  ground  without  basement  or  sub-structure  of  any  kind.  The  walls 
are  so  constructed  that  at  least  one-third  of  the  surface  is  window 
space  so  that  there  is  the  best  of  ventilation  at  all  times.  There  are  five 
floors  and  four  tiers  of  cells  on  each  floor.  In  all  there  are  300  sleep- 
ing cdls  and  twenty  bath  cells.   On  each  tier  there  is  a  shower  bath, 
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a  walk  about  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  of  which  the  prisoner  has  the 
freedom  when  not  asleep.  The  cells  are  5  feet  10  inches  wide,  8  feet 
long  and  7  feet  high.  The  cell  is  equipped  with  a  bed  attached  to  the 
wall,  with  a  table,  also  attached  to  the  wall,  with  a  washbowl  and 
toilet  and  an  electric  light. 

From  the  locking  box  at  the  head  of  each  tier  (outside)  all  the 
cells  mav  l)c  locked  by  one  operation,  and  by  one  oj^eration  they  may 
be  unlocked.  Anv  cell  on  the  tier  may  be  locked  and  unlocked  from 
the  locking  box.  The  tier  gate  may  also  be  locked  and  unlocked  from 
the  same  place. 

There  are  also  two  hospital  wards  in  connection  with  the  cell- 
house.  The  most  interesting  place,  but  the  least  used  in  the  cellhouse, 
is  the  "hole/'  which  is  under  a  portion  of  the  house.  This  is  the  place 
where  the  "unruly"  fellow  is  allowed  to  stay  to  '  think  things  over." 

On  the  first  floor  at  the  east  end  of  the  building  are  the  boys' 
wards,  which  are  so  constructed  as  to  have  as  little  of  the  ap])ear- 
ances  of  jail  as  possible.  On  the  second  floor  will  he  found  the  wards 
for  w^onien,  which  have  more  the  appearance  of  hos])ital  wards  than 
jail  wards.  The  schoolrooms  for  women,  the  chai)el  and  inatron 
rooms  are  also  located  on  this  floor.  On  the  third  floor  the  kitchen, 
the  guards'  dining  room,  the  guards'  dressing  room  and  the  colored 
boys'  ward  are  located.  In  the  basement  the  laundry,  where  all  of  the 
jail  *iinen"  is  taken  care  of,  is  found.  The  carpenter  shop  and  the 
sanitary  department  are  also  in  the  basement.  The  capacity  of  the 
jail  is  easily  450,  and  in  emergency  many  more  could  be  taken  care  of. 

The  visitor  going  through  this  institution  is  first  impressed  by  the 
extreme  cleanliness  of  the  place.  The  proverbial  'jail  smell"  is  not 
even  noticed. 

Over  every  entrance  and  in  many  conspicuous  places  will  be  found 
many  neatly  painted  quotations,  axioms  and  inscriptions  which  express 
Mr.  Foster's  philosophy  and  which  is  meant  to  remind  the  "guests" 
of  the  error  of  their  ways  and  point  them  to  think  a  little  higher. 
Some  of  these  are:  "Drunkenness  turns  a  man  out  of  himself  and 
leaves  a  beast  in  his  room,"  "Forget  others'  faults  by  remembering 
your  (nvn,"  "What  greater  crime  than  loss  of  time."  *'A  fine  woman 
can  do  without  fine  clothes  "  "Smile  and  look  on  the  bright  side."  "A 
child  is  better  unborn  than  untaught;'  "A  good  face  needs  no  pamt," 
"How  I  pity  the  man  who  never  took  the  education  that  was  right- 
fully his— Lincoln."  "Hope  is  the  dream  of  one  that  is  awake,"  "Do 
as  little  as  you  can  to  repent  of,"  'The  best  throw  of  the  dice  is  to 
throw  them  away." 

The  heating  and  ventilating  plant  is  in  the  yard  at  the  rear  of  the 
jail.  The  law  makes  the  Jailer  the  custodian  of  the  Courthouse  and 
the  Armory,  and  the  heat,  light  and  hot  water  for  those  buildings  are 
furnished  bv  the  jail  plant.  The  tunnel  through  which  prisoners  are 
taken  to  the' Criminal  Court  is  the  conduit  for  the  light,  heat  and  water 
used  in  tlie  Courthouse.  _       r        •  -t 

\\t  have  not  attempted  to  give  a  technical  description  ot  the  jau, 
thinking  that  for  the  laity  that  of  a  layman  would  be  better. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE  JAILER,  CHARI^ES  C.  POSTER. 

JeflFerson  County  has  had  many  efficient  jailers,  but  it  has  been 
our  fortune  to  know  only  the  present  Jailer,  Mv.  Charles  C.  Foster. 
1  w  ish  to  mention  several  incidents  in  his  life  because  I  iind  here  again 
the  illustration  of  how  a  hoy  in  uur  land  can  by  energy  and  common 
scn-e  make  a  place  for  himself  among  Who's  Who  of  the  land.  These 
incitleuts  also  show  what  is  Air.  Foster's  philosophy  of  life,  'i'he 
foundation  for  one's  work  is  laid  very  early  in  the  training  and  experi- 
ence of  a  boy's  life. 

Born  in  Lexington,  Ind.,  on  October  29,  1871,  and  brought  to 
Louisville  at  a  very  early  age  and  then  taken  back  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  where  his  father  owned  shares  in  a  woolen  mill,  Mr.  Foster 
began  his  career  in  life.  In  the  woolen  mill  at  Lexington  he  began 
the  work  of  feeding  a  jiicker.  making  25  cents  per  day.  At  alxuit 
twelve  years  of  age  the  su])port  of  his  mother  and  sister  fell  upon  him 
hecause  of  the  death  of  his  father.  lie  liad  reached  the  sixth  grade 
in  school,  and  here  his  education  so  far  as  school  is  concerned  was 
stopped. 

He  had  sold  newspapers,  and  about  this  time  he  borro\\  ed  an  8x10- 
foot  power  printing  press  and  started  a  country  newspaper.  He  did 
all  the  work  except  to  write  the  editorials,  which  were  furnished  by 

his  partner,  Mark  Storen,  then  a  schoolteacher  and  now  United  States 
Marshal  for  Indiana.  Resides  running  the  eight-column  paper  he  did 
job  printing,  such  as  professional  cards,  sale  bills,  etc.  The  paper  had 
a  circnlation  of  altout  300  and  ^vas  sold  to  Scottshurg  j^arties  and  con- 
tinues today  as  a  county  paper  under  the  management  of  Mr.  S,  B, 
Wells. 

The  young  man  next  found  himself  at  sixteen  years  of  age  in  Jef- 
fersonville,  Ind.,  engaged  on  a  newspaper  which  had  a  life  of  only 
two  weeks.  But  fortune  came  his  way  and  his  work  as  a  newspaper 
man  went  on.  A  reporter  on  the  Commercial,  a  Louisville  paper, 
wanted  a  day  .-ff,  and  asked  young  Foster  to  do  his  work.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  "Jake""  Robinson,  who  lived  in  the  hills  back  of  Jefferson- 
ville.  had  had  for  a  long  time  a  misunderstanding  with  a  neigh1)or 
named  v^am  Hay.  The  feud  ended  on  this  dav  l)v  Robinson  taking  a 
douhle-ltarreled  shotgun  and  killing  ITay.  The  substitute  reporter 
wrote  the  account  of  the  murder,  and  on  the  strength  of  the  story 
Frank  W.  Gregory,  Managing  Editor  of  the  Commercial,  gave  him  a 
position  as  reporter  in  Louisville.  For  several  years  he  worked  as 
reporter  when  a  five-months'  siege  of  typhoid  fever  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  seek  lighter  employment.  This  he  secured  as  night  clerk 
in  the  Hotel  Geneva  in  Cincinnati.  He  stayed  here  several  months 
and  then  went  to  the  Stanton  Hotel  in  Chattanooga.  Tenn,  We  have 
noticcfl  that  Mr.  Foster  has  remarkable  ability  in  ''sizing  up''  people, 
and  this  no  doubt  he  acquired  and  cultivated  while  working  as  hotel 
clerk. 
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But  his  ambition  was  more  along  the  new  spaper  line,  and  now  that 
he  was  again  strong  he  wrote  to  the  Courier-Journal  and  Commercial 
for  a  job.  Both  papers  answered,  telling  him  to  (X)me  on  and  go  to  work. 
He  returned  to  Louisville  and  went  to  work  as  the  Jeffersonville  cor- 
respondent of  tlie  Courier-Journal. 


MR.  CHAS.  C.  FOSTER.  Jailer 
Jefferson  Co.,  K.y. 


In  1893,  when  be  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  decided  to  go 
to  Boston  and  seek  editorial  work,  and  when  he  landed  in  the  New 
England  metroi)olis  his  finances  demanded  work  at  once.  He  sought 
work  of  Curtis  Guild,  of  the  J'oston  Post,  and  was  told  to  come  back 
in  one  week  to  go  to  work.  To  look  at  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now 
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CilAi'TER  11, 

Till;  JA11.KK,  CilAKLKS  C,  i-USTJvR. 

Jefferson  County  has  ha<l  many  efficient  jailers,  but  it  has  been 
our  fortune  to  know  only  the  present  Jailer.  Mr.  Charles  C.  Foster. 
1  wish  to  mention  several  incidents  in  lii-  lite  l>caiuse  1  find  here  again 
the  illustration  of  how  a  Imy  in  (_mr  lain!  can  l»v  energy  and  conimr»n 
-^cnse  make  a  ])laoc  for  liinisclf  among  W  ho's  Who  of  the  hmd.  'I'hoe 
inoi<k-nts  al^n  ^haw  what  i^  Mr.  !*'ostc'r'>  philosophy  of  hfc.  The 
fonndaliun  for  one  >  work  is  hiid  \  cr}  early  in  the  training  and  experi- 
ence of  a  h(tv*>  hfe. 

liurn  in  JA'xington,  Ind..  on  (  )clohcr  2*',  1871.  and  lirought  to 
Louisville  at  a  very  early  age  and  then  taken  back  to  the  ])lace  of  his 
birth,  where  his  father  owned  shares  in  a  woolen  mill.  Mr.  Foster 
began  his  career  in  life.  Jn  the  woolen  mill  at  Lexington  he  began 
the  work  of  feeding  a  picker,  making  2r  cents  per  day.  At  about 
twelve  years  of  ai^e  tlie  sn])])ort  of  his  moilier  and  sister  fell  ui)on  him 
hecan-e  <tf  the  deatli  of  his  father,  lie  had  reached  the  sixth  grade 
m  soh<M>l,  and  here  lii.s  education  so  far  as  .school  is  concerned  was 
st<  »|  tj  >ed. 

lie  had  s<»]d  new  spajiers,  and  alK»nt  tliis  time  lie  horrow  ed  an  SxlO- 
foot  power  printing  ])rcss  and  Ntarted  a  coimtrv  newsj)a])er.  lie  <lid 
all  the  work  except  to  write  the  editorials,  which  were  inrni^lied  by 
his  partner,  Mark  Storen,  then  a  schoolteacher  and  now  United  States 
.Marshal  for  Indiana,  l^esides  running  the  eight-column  paper  he  did 
job  printing,  such  as  professional  cards,  sale  bills,  etc.  The  paper  had 
a  circnlatii>n  of  about  300  and  was  sold  to  Scottsburg  parties  and  con- 
tinues today  as  a  county  paper  under  the  management  of  Mr.  S.  13. 
Wells. 

The  \-oimj^-  man  next  fimnd  himself  at  sixteen  years  of  age  in  Jef- 
tersr»nville.  Ind..  en^a^ed  on  a  ncws])a])er  whicli  had  a  life  of  onlv 
two  weeks,  ilut  fortnne  came  his  wav  and  his  work  as  a  newspa])er 
man  went  on.  A  reporter  on  the  Commercial,  a  Lonisville  paper, 
wanted  a  day  off.  and  asked  young  Foster  to  do  his  work.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  "Jake"  Robinson,  who  lived  in  the  hills  back  of  Jefferson- 
ville,  had  had  hn-  a  long  time  a  misunderstanding  with  a  neighbor 
named  Sam  May.  The  feud  ended  on  diis  day  by  Robinson  taking  a 
drinhle-harrcled  shotgun  and  killing  ]  la\'.  The  snh^titntc  reporter 
wrote  the  acconnt  of  the  nnn^dcr.  and  on  the  ^trenijth  of  the  storv 
Frank  ^\'.  dregrfr}'.  Managing  Fditor  of  the  Commercial.  gaAX  him  a 
position  as  rei)orter  in  Louisville.  I'^or  several  year.s  he  worked  as 
reporter  when  a  five-months'  siege  of  tvphoid  fever  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  seek  lighter  employment.  Yhis  he  secured  as  night  clerk 
in  the  Hotel  Geneva  in  Cincinnati.  He  stayed  here  several  months 
and  then  went  to  the  Stanton  Hotel  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  We  have 
nrtticed  that  Mr.  Foster  has  remarkable  ability  in  **sizing  up"  people, 
and  this  no  doubt  he  acquired  and  cultivated  while  working  as  hotel 
clerk. 
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lUit  hi^  ambition  wa>  mnvc  along  the  new  spa]»er  line,  and  now  that 
he  wa>  again  strong  he  wrote  to  the  Courier-journal  and  C*)mmerciai 
for  a  job.  l»oth  papers  answered,  telling  him  to  con:e  f>n  and  go  to  \vt>rk. 
He  returned  to  Louisville  and  went  to  w<»rk  as  the  Jeffersonville  cor- 
resiwmdent  of  the  Courier-Journal. 


MR.  CHAS.  C.  I-OSTER.  Jailer 
Jelter^a  Co.,  Ry. 

In  1893,  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  decided  to  go 
to  Boston  and  seek  editorial  work,  and  when  he  landed  in  the  New 
England  metropolis  his  fmances  demanded  work  at  once.  He  sought 
work  of  Curtis  Guild,  of  the  Pioston  Tost,  and  was  told  to  o^me  back 
in  one  week  to  go  to  work.  To  look  at  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now 
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one  wonkl  say  that  he  had  never  seen  a  hungry  day,  but  this  week  in 
Boston  waiting  to  go  to  work  did  give  him  some  real  famine  pains. 
Col.  Foster  now  tells  of  a  certain  restaurant  into  which  he  often  gazed 
during  this  week,  but  into  which  he  did  not  enter  because  he  "did  not 
have  the  price," 

The  much-longed-for  Monday  morning  came  and  Foster  went  to 
work  doing  "])olice  duty."  The  Chief  of  Police  soon  became  his 
friend  and  helped  him  to  get  many  a  "scoop."  ( )ne  day  he  was  called 
into  the  office  of  the  Managing  Editor.  Mr.  Henry  W.  Taft.  and  asked 
if  he  would  like  to  be  Sporting  Editor.  The  young  man  was  afraid  of 
the  job,  but  took  it  anyway.  Some  time  after  this  '^52076"  Miller 
loomed  up  in  the  advertising  world  as  a  "get-rich-quick"  operator. 
Quoting  Franklin  along  the  line  of  being  careful  and  thrifty,  he 
flooded  the  mails  with  circulars  and  the  papers  with  '  ads"  setting 
forth  how  easy  it  would  1)e  for  those  who  would  send  their  earnings 
to  him  to  earn  10%  weekly,  through  his  experience  in  W'M  Street 
and  his  connections  by  making  the  proper  investments.  His  main  of- 
fice was  *in  lirnoklvn.  He  opened  a  branch  office  in  Charlestown.  a 
suburb  of  Jioston.'  He  received  de])osits  from  policemen,  motormen, 
washerwomen  and  other  unsuspecting  people.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
money  came  from  the  West,  It  occurred  to  the  owner  of  the  Post  that 
this  financiering  was  worse  than  frenzied.  He  decided  to  turn  loose  his 
batteries.  Mr.  Taft  asked  Foster  if  he  would  like  to  go  to  New  York 
and  interview  Miller.  He  went.  He  found  Miller's  office  in  an  old- 
fashioned  two-storv  house.  The  clerks  were  practically  buried  in 
stacks  of  letters  and  currency.  The  Chief  of  Detectives,  Reynolds, 
had  accompanied  the  P.»t's  representative  to  Miller's  lair,  and  both 
received  courteous  treatment, 

"Have  1  not  made  good  with  evervbody?"  asked  Miller.  The  Chief 
replied  that  he  had  so  far.  The  next  day  the  story  of  Miller's  wild 
scheme  was  told  in  the  Post  with  flashing  headlines.  The  following 
day  Miller  api)eared  in  Boston  and  tendered  the  Post  a  page  adver- 
tisement. It  was  refused,  and  in  less  than  a  week  Miller  was  in  the 
toils  of  the  law.  Later  it  appeared  that  one  Bob  Ammon,  a  New  ^'ork 
lawyer,  was  found  to  be  the  brains  of  the  concern,  and  was  soon  com- 
mitted to  prison.    Thousands  of  people  had  been  victimized. 

As  a  reward  Foster  was  made  chief  of  the  poVicc  reporters  of  the 
Post,  with  headquarters  at  Pemberton  Square.  We  have  given  this  some- 
what in  detail  because  it  sinews  how  a  fellow  by  diligence  can  make 
good  when  in  a  strange  land  where  he  has  not  friends  to  boost.  Amer- 
ica likes  the  young  hustler  who  is  not  afraid  of  doing  more  than  his 
pay  calls  for,  and  this  seems  to  be  one  of  the  secrets  of  Jailer  Foster's 
success  today. 

On  account  of  the  sickness  of  his  mother  Reporter  Foster  re- 
turned to  Louisville,  where  he  resumed  work  on  the  Courier-Journal 
and  Times.  When  the  Louisville  Herald  was  organized  he  became 
City  Editor.  After  two  vears  he  returned  to  the  Times  as  Sporting 
Editor  and  acting  City  Editor  and  afterwards  Political  Editor  of  the 
Times. 
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In  1909  he  became  Secretary  to  Mayor  Head,  where  he  acquired 
his  first  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  public.  In  1913  he  announced 
himself  as  a  candidate  for  Jailer,  received  the  Detuocratic  nomina- 
tion and  was  elected  in  November.  During  the  month  following  his 
election  he  visited  the  jails  of  several  of  the  large  cities,  like  Chicago, 
Milwaukee.  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

During  his  work  as  a  reporter  he  had  always  taken  an  interest  in 
stories  which  came  from  jails  and  penitentiaries  and  read  many  books 
along  the  lines  of  criminology. 

Mr.  Foster  is  a  broad-minded  man,  and  this  comes  as  a  result  of 
his  ne\vsi)aper  work,  because  there  is  no  class  of  people  who  are  more 
able  to  see  all  sides  of  a  question  than  newspaper  people.  Indeed,  if 
one  cannot  go  to  college  he  can  get  a  good  education  by  working  as 
a  reporter.  'I'here  is  no  phase  of  life  which  does  not  come  under  his 
observation.  Frequentl}  he  has  to  plead  a  cause  in  which  he  may  not 
believe.  He  must  be  on  the  watch  all  the  time  to  get  the  truth.  He 
learns  soon  to  tell  the  sham  from  the  genuine.  Although  Mr.  Foster 
went  no  farther  than  the  sixth  grade  in  school,  he  has  had  the  equiva- 
lent of  a  liberal  education.  And  this  any  boy  can  get.  and  it  would 
be  well  to  get  it  if  it  is  ever  in  his  mind  to  in  any  way  be  in  public  life. 

I  have  observed  Jailer  Foster  closely  during  my  two  years  in  con- 
nection with  his  work.  Recently  an  old  man  was  lodged  in  jail.  Mr. 
Foster  said  to  the  "hall  boy":  "Tell  those  fellows  to  take  good  care 
of  that  old  man,"  and  at  another  time  an  old  couple  who  had  been 
ejected  from  their  house  and  had  no  place  to  go  were  brought  to  jail 
and  were  much  worried.  Mr.  Foster  took  pains  tr.  make  them  at 
home,  remarking  that  ''they  could  have  a  good  bed  tonight."  And 
this  is  the  spirit  which  he  has  tried  to  impart  to  the  unfortunate  and 
which  he  desires  that  those  under  his  command  shall  impart. 

This  is  the  record  and  these  are  the  qualifications  of  a  practical, 
common-sense  man  who  has  come  up  in  the  usual  way  of  the  self- 
made  American.  He  had  no  special  qualifications  for  the  office  he 
holds  other  than  what  we  have  mentioned  and  what  any  man  who 
aspires  to  a  position  of  this  kind  may  have,  but  when  elected  he  deter- 
mined to  make  the  BEST  Jailer,  and  by  just  doing  one  sensible,  prac- 
tical thing  after  another,  he  is  making  a  record  which  is  a  model  for 
all  men  who  hold  the  position  of  Jailer. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

^ISCAI,  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  JAII,. 
REVENUES — UPKEEP — EXPENDITURES. 

The  fees  for  the  keeping,  feeding,  incarcerating  and  releasing  of 
City,  County,  State,  Federal  and  transient  prisoners  and  the  furnish- 
ing of  light,  heat  and  janitor  attendance  to  the  Circuit  Courts  form 
the  medium  through  which  revenues  are  derived  for  the  jail. 

The  "upkeep"  expense,  such  as  repairs,  painting  and  the  furnish- 
ing of  such  supplies  as  brooms,  mops,  bedding  and  all  such  articles, 
are  paid  ])y  the  Fiscal  Court,  a  sworn  stattMuent  of  such  expenses 
being  furnished  the  Fiscal  Court  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

The  feeding  of  the  prisoners  and  all  office  and  general  expense 
not  included  in  the  ui)kecp  of  the  jail  is  paid  l)y  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
On  the  first  of  each  month  the  Jailer  balances  his  City.  County,  State 
and  United  States  reports  and  forwards  them  to  the  different  courts 
for  approval.  He  then  makes  out  a  statement  showing  the  amounts 
received  the  preceding  month,  which  amount  he  forwards  to  the 
Auditor  of  State,  also  inclosing  a  list  of  expenses  for  the  month, 
sworn  to.  The  Auditor  then  draws  his  warrant  upon  the  Treasurer 
for  an  amount  not  exceeding  7?7t  of  tlie  fees  or  compensation  due 
to  or  paid  to  the  Jailer  for  services  rendered  the  preceding  month. 
If  the  amount  so  ])aid  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  salaries  and  expenses 
of  the  office  for  the  month  the  deficit  may  be  made  up  out  of  the 
amount  due  or  paid  in  any  succeeding  month. 

All  amounts  over  75%  of  the  fees  received  from  the  Jailer  by 
the  Auditor  are  credited  to  the  Jailer's  account,  and  at  the  end  of  his 
term,  should  there  be  an}-  deficit  to  meet  expenses  previously  certified 
to  or  due,  this  reserve  fund  can  be  drawn  upon  to  meet  any  such 
deficit. 

At  the  present  writing  the  "population"  of  tlie  jail  is  about  200, 
whereas  a  year  ago  it  was  around  300. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment and  guidance  of  guards,  employes,  visitors  and  inmates  of  the 
Jefferson  County  Jail  as  compiled  by  Jailer  Foster: 

OFFICE. 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Deputy  in  the  oifice  during  the  day  to  regis- 
ter prisoners,  being  careful  to  ascertain  their  correct  age.  It  shall  then  be 
the  dut\'  of  the  Turnkeys  to  carefully  search  them  and  turn  over  to  the  arrest- 
ing officer  any  vahiables  such  prisoner  may  possess,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
Property  Clerk  at  Central  Station. 

2.  All  money  and  valuables  taken  from  County  prisoners  shall  be  kept 
in  the  office  to  be  turned  over  to  such  prisoner  at  the  time  of  his  release.  A 
receipt  shall  be  taken  from  each  prisoner  for  any  valuables  so  turned  over. 

3.  A  prisoner  after  being  carefuHy  searched  by  the  TumkQr  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  jail  proper  to  be  assigned  to  a  cell  designated  b^  the  proper 
officers. 

4.  The  Jailer  nor  the  employes  can  undertake  to  protect  property  brought 
into  the  jail,  and  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  losses  that  may  occur. 

5.  An  individual  brought  to  the  jail  by  an  officer  is  not  in  the  custody  of 
the  Jailer  until  after  he  passes  through  the  main  gate  at  the  entrance. 
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»ii  ^-  .^"''"l^e-vs  ^t  the  mam  pate  must  be  certain  when  an  individual  is 
«  ^r^tS  """^  P^^^^^J  is  not  a  prisoner.    All  persons  being 

released  on  bond  must  be  identified  before  leaving,  and  all  prisoners,  after  hav- 
Xvved'^^kle  «»ust  be  brougiit  first  to  the  office  before  being 

T   1  ^'  nx^  ?^^^^  ^^^y^       I'^*'^  ^"'^ss  Si^"^"  a  special  permission  by  the 

Jailer,  Chief  Deput\-  or  officer  in  command.  *-  i' 

*u  '^^^'^P^  ^^^^1  enforce  the  rules  relating  to  lawyers  visiting  prisoners 
m  the  counsel  room.  A  la\syer  must  first  obtain  permission  at  the  jail  office 
to  see  an  mmate.  the  name  of  the  lawyer  and  likcwse  that  of  the  prisoner  he 
wishes  to  see  bemg  recorded  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose.    A  lau  ver 

i0WED-\M0NG'p^^^^^^^  SOLICITING  WILL  BE  AL- 

charge  o^^^'oL^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^"^  J-^-        ^"t^  - 

lS;*^'^!^  ""F^.V^s'^ons  on  account  of  the  jail  and  court  house  must 

be  kept  on  file  in  the  jail  office.   Economy  must  be  practiced. 

GUARDS. 

To  THH  Guards  of  the  Jefferson  CouNXy  Taii^ 
Gn^mstAt  Order  No.  L 
To  Be  Studied  By  All  Employees  and  to  Be  Read  by  Inmates  and  Visitors, 

"""^  ^""^'^^  """St  receive  the  same  treat- 

^^on  employees  of  this  jaiL   There  must  be  no  discr^- 

the  officl^'o^f  thf  Hiler"^  telephone  number  of  all  employees  must  be  left  in 

i  Previous  to  going  on  duty  Uie  Jailer  or  his  representative  shall  observe 
the  guards  and  other  employees  to  see:  uuacrvc 

Zu^^  physically  competent  to  perform  their  duties. 

/  \    n^u  clothmg  is  neat  and  presentable. 

(c)    That  their  shoes  are  in  keeping  with  their  uniform.  Neatness 
gentihty  and  sobriety  are  imperative.    Guards  must  practice  forbearance 
gHards"*"""^*"  ^"'y  watdiwords  of 

4  As  the  prisoner  is  admitted  through  the  cell  house  gate  he  must  be 
searched  again  a  second  time  in  the  apartment  arranged  for  that  purpose,  a^d 
finally  by  the  attendant  in  the  tier  of  cells  where  assigned,  after  which  heis 
given  a  bath,  if  needed.  Such  person  is  not  to  be  changed  from  his  cell  unless 
authorized  to  do  so  l,y  the  Jailer  his  Chief  Deputy,  or  some  person  desi^at^ 
to  exercise  that  power.  No  guard  is  permitted  to  assign  a  prisoner  a^;  floor  boss 
iJ^^JT^^^l  """^  l'^  punished  until  the  facts  concerning  his  offense 

are  submitted  to  the  Jai  er  or  his  Chief  Deputy.  Then  the  method  Ind  duration 
of  punishment  will  be  indicated.  "lanuu 

^'  11^1?  "^'^       permitted  to  visit  any  court  in  behalf  of  a  prisoner 

nor  will  he  be  permitted  to  become  surety  for  an  individual  under  arrest  A 
Srofficiarserv^^^  wherever  he  may  be  assigned  in  connection  widi 

7.  Guards  must  patrol  the  jail  every  thirty  minutes  and  not  fail  to  recister 
the  trip  on  the  automatic  clocks.  rcgisier 

8.  Yard  guards  will  open  and  close  the  yard  gates  and  patrol  the  yard 
every  thirty  minutes.  ^  Wagons  passing  in  and  out  must  be  inspected  coming 

going  guards  seemg  to  it  that  no  prisoner  attempts  to  escape.  Only  one 
*agon  IS  allowed  in  the  >  ard  at  a  time.  Yard  gates  must  be  kept  closed.  They 
are  to  be  used  only  for  incoming  and  outgoing  wagons.  Guards  must  mt 
open  the  gates  and  stand  on  the  street.  i»u3»«  not 

.  P""""*^']  ^'■^'i«>t  allowed  to  carry  revolvers,  but  each  man  must  keep 
a  loaded  revolver  m  the  jail  office,  where  it  may  be  secured  without  ddav 
in  case  ot  an  emergency.  ^ 
10.  Day  guards,  upon  assummg  their  duties,  must  inspect  the  cells  take 
a  count  of  the  prisoners  on  the  tiers,  engine  room,  halls,  eta,  to  se^  tfiat 
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everything  is  all  right.  A  report  must  l)c  made  upon  blanks  furnished  for 
this  purpose  and  these  shall  be  turned  into  tlie  ottice  .\ight  guards  must 
make  a  similar  inspection  and  report,  ascertammg  at  the  ofhcc  if  the  census 
so  taken  agrees  with  the  total  numl>er  ot  jiersons  showing  on  the  recoras. 
They  must  also  carefully  examine  all  doors,  gates,  etc,  seeing  to  it  that  aU 
are  secure.    The  yard  i^ates  must  be  inspected. 

11  A  Kuard  must  accompany  all  visitors  within  the  walls  of  the  jail.  At 
nieht  cells  must  be  locked  with  the  "dead  lock  on,"^  the  neutral  lock  ncx  er. 
G^rds  must  not  indulge  in  unnecessary  conversation  with  a  prisoner  or 
prisoners. 

12.  Guards  must  not  be  messengers  for  inmates. 

13.  Be  polite,  but  firm. 

14.  Do  not  spit  upon  the  floor.    P»c  clean.     ,         ,      ,  t  a 

15.  The  quarters  of  a  prisoner  must  not  be  changed  unless  upon  tiie  oraer 

o£  the  Jailer  or  his  Chief  Deputy.  -  i 

16  Guards  are  on  duty  only  eii;ht  hor.rs.  For  this  reason  each  guard 
must  ^tand  hi^  own  watch.  Guards  must  relieve  each  other  promptly.  The 
jail  is  entitled  to  the  best  service  an  employee  possesses.  ^ 

17.  Guards  will  not  be  permitted  to  "trade'  watches;  in  other  words  they 
will  not  be  permitted  to  remain  on  duty  for  each  other 

18.  An  officer  who  fails  to  report  for  duty  must  file  a  convincing  reason 

foi  his  a^^^^^       positively  not  permitted  to  entertain  friends  in  the  cell- 

**"^26  Guards  are  not  allowed  to  play  cards  or  any  other  pastime  in  the 
jail.    Your  duties  require  your  exclusive  attention. 

21.  An  employee  found  under  the  influence  of  liquor  will  be  discharged. 

KITCHEN. 

1  The  kitchen  will  be  under  the  personal  churiie  of  the  steward.  He 
wiU  be  assisted  by  the  first  and  second  cook  flu  steward  shall  purchase 
all  supplies  and  approve  hills  for  every  article.  He  shall  tw^ice  a  year  (March 
and  October)  submit  to  the  Jailer  for  his  approval  a  list  of  articles  necessary 
for  his  department  for  the  ensuing  six  months. 

2.    A  monthl\'  accounting  of  expenditures  and  stock  on  hand  must  De 

submitted  monthly  to  the  Jailer.  ,        r      ^  i  »  r  ■      u  ii  „^ 

3  The  steward  must  varv  the  fare  dailv  for  the  guards  duimg  hall  and 
all  departments  of  the  jail.    The  food  must  be  first-class  and  ^vholesome.  PTe 
will  direct  the  feeding  of  the  prisoners.    Breakfast  to  be  served  at  6:30  a  m 
luncheon  12  m.,  and  dinner  at  4:30  ])  m.  All  foods  must  be  thoroughly  cooked 
and  supplied  in  proper  quantities  to  the  prisoners.  x     i  , 

4  Per'^ons  cmploved  in  the  kitchen  and  those  who  serve  food  to  the 
inmates  must,  prior  to  assignment  to  this  duty,  undergo  a  physical  examination 
at  the  hands  of  the  Jail  Physician  or  his  assistant.  ,  -     ^  r  a 

5  The  cooks  must  use  skill  in  the  preparation  of  the  plainest  food.  Ine 
portions  for  black  and  white  must  be  alike  and  must  be  liberal.       .  . 

6  Special  diets  must  be  prepared  upon  request  of  the  Jail  Physician. 

7.  The  kitchen  and  everything  in  connection  with  it  must  be  kept  abso- 
lutelv  clean  in  the  interest  of  the  general  sanitation  of  the  jail. 

8.  Firemen  in  the  engine  room  will  receive  their  rations  where  they  arc 
employed. 

SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

1  The  Sanitary  Officer  will  inspect  every  cell  dall\-  or  see  that  this  is 
done'  He  will  likewise  inspect  the  entire  jail  and  superintend  the  cleaning 
of  the  institution,  using  disinfectant  to  destroy  vermin,  germs,  etc.  The 
Sanitary  Officer  has  full  charge  of  the  cell-houses  in  the  matter  of  sanitation. 

2.  All  cells  must  he  neat  as  well  as  clean.  Every  prisoner  must  clean  his 
cell  every  morninc:.  All  bedding  must  be  kept  in  good  condition.  Cleanhness 
is  the  salvation  of  any  jail  and  is  the  keystone  to  reformation  Every  nook 
and  comer  must  be  sanitary.  This  promotes  health.  Cnme  is  disease. 
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3.  Every  cell  must  be  pro\  ided  with  clean  sheets  twice  each  week.  Blankets 

must  be  washed  twice  a  month.  r   ,  ■  /^ii- 

4.  The  storeroom  is  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Othcer 
and  all  supplies  for  this  department  are  to  be  purchased  twice  yearly  (Alarch 
and  October)  on  requisition  to  the  Fiscal  Court,  having  first  been  submitted 
to  the  Jailer  for  approval 

MATRON  S  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  The  statutes  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Matron  and  an  Assistant 
Matron.  They  are  under  the  direction  of  the  J^lcr  and  the  Jailer  may 
remove  them  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

2.  The  Aiatrons  are  in  charge  of  all  female  prisoners  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  Jailer  or  his  Chief  Deputy.  The  Matrons  must  enforce  discipline,  th<y 
nuisi  scL-  that  perfect  sanitary  conditions  exist  in  the  female  ward,  they  must 
exert  themselves  to  improve  the  mental  and  moral  conditions  of  the  female 
inmates.  If  offenses  are  committed  by  the  female  prisoners,  such  as  indecency 
and  \  ulgarity  or  any  unseemly  conduct,  a  written  detailed  report  must  be  made 

to  the  jailer.  .     ,      ,         ,        r  i 

3.  The  Aiatrons  will  superintend  the  work  in  the  laundry,  v/here  female 
prisoners  will  be  employed.  The  service  of  female  prisoners  will  be  Utilized 
in  supplving  bedding  and  keeping  the  jail  linen  clean  and  in  repair. 

4.  Matrons  must  divide  the  twenty-four  hours  regularly  and  receive  every 
female  prisoner  (at  all  hours).  After  registration  in  the  oftice  ever\  female 
prisoner  must  be  searched  by  the  Matron,  and  after  having  been  bathed,  shall 
he  assigned  to  quarters.    Females  must  be  bathed  twice  weekly.    A  daily  bath 

is  preferable.  ,  ^. 

5.  Matrons  must  inspect  the  female  department  daily.  They  must  report 
to  the  physician  all  cases  of  illness.  Every  female  prisoner  must  retire  at  8:30 
o'clock  p.  m.  and  arise  at  5  a.  m.  The  Matrons  have  the  right  to  assign  females 
to  tasks. 

6  Matrons  must  act  in  harmony  in  order  to  promote  tfic  general  welfare 
of  this  institution. 

POWER  PLANT 

1.  The  power  plant  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  He  shall 
have  assistants.  All  supplies  for  this  department  must  likewise  be  submitted 
to  the  Jailer  twice  yearly  (March  and  October)  for  his  ai^roval  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Fiscal  Court. 

2.  Each  month  the  Chief  Engineer  shall  O.  K.  the  various  items  that  arc 
forwarded  to  the  office  for  payment  by  the  Fiscal  Court 

GENERAL. 

1.  The  Jailer  or  his  Chief  Deputy  will  visit  all  parts  of  the  jail  daily  and 

inspect  conditions,  ascertain  the  security  of  the  jail,  etc.  The  duties  of  the 
Jailer,  Chief  Depvity  or  attache  so  designated,  shall  exercise  general  supervision 
and  direction  of  the  jail,  its  oiVicers,  inmates,  etc.  This  includes  the  Afatron 
and  Assistant  Matron. 

HOURS. 

2.  The  guards  in  the  cell-house  are  to  work  in  shifts  of  eight  hours  each. 
This  includes  the  yard  men.  The  hours  are  as  follows: 

7  a.  m.  to   3  p.  m. 
3  p.  m.  to  11  p.  m. 
11  p.  m.  to   7  a.  m. 
In  addition  to  which  a  general  utility  man  wU  be  assigned  duty  wherever 
it  is  expedient  to  place  him,  his  hours  to  be : 

9  a.  m.  to    5  p.  m. 
11  p.  m.  to  7  a.  m. 
The  office  force,  Chief  Deputy.  TurnkQrs  and  Court  Deputy  on  straight 
day  watch,  with  one  day  off  each  week. 

3.  No  attache  of  the  jail  will  be  permitted  to  bring  any  intoxicants  into 
this  institution  for  his  own  or  Ac  use  of  anyone  dsc.  The  penalty  will  be 
dismissaL 
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4.  Any  person  who  ^llall  sell  to  a  prisoner  or  brinu  into  the  jail  any 
liquors,  cocaine,  morphine,  or  aii\  other  drug  for  a  prisoner  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  o£  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  subject  to 
imprisonment  for  one  year  and  be  fined  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

5.  Prisoners  sentenced  to  the  iiddyville  Prison  and  Frankfort  Reforma- 
tory or  any  other  institution  shall  be  placed  in  the  upper  tiers  of  the  jail  until 
the  exenini:  before  their  departure,  when  they  shall  be  placed  on  tiers  l^t  C 
and  1st  D.  The  exception  to  this  rule  applies  to  the  juvenile  department  and 
the  female  department,  in  which  departments  prisoners  confined  therein  shall 
be  kept  until  removed  as  directed  b.\  the  court. 

6.  If  a  prisoner  feels  that  he  has  been  mistreate<l  permission  is  granted 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Jailer.    An  investigation  will  be  made. 

7.  When  occasion  rec|uires  that  a  prisoner  shall  be  visited  at  a  time  other 
than  the  n  -^^ular  \  isitin.u  hours  apphcatlon  ma\'  bt  made  to  the  Jailer  or  Chief 
Deputy,    i'rompt  action  in  the  matter  will  be  taken. 

8.  Every  guard,  every  attache  of  any  kind,  Matron,  Assistant  Alatron, 
etc.,  must  invanabl\  lock  e\  er>  door  and  gate  after  passing  through.  A  viola- 
tion of  this  rule  will  not  be  tolerated. 

9.  All  prisoners  tried  in  the  Criminal  Court  must  he  e^corted  there  through 
the  tunnel  and  not  throu,L;h  the  street.  He  I  ore  leaving  a  check  must  be  made 
to  verify  the  (bucket.  All  prisoners  for  the  Criminal  Court  must  Ijc  hand- 
cuffed. Guards  escorting  i)risoners  to  the  Criminal  Court  must  lock  the  tunnel 
gates  after  passing  through.  When  the  tunnel  is  not  in  actual  use  all  electric 
lights  therein  must  be  turned  off. 

10.  Ofticers  are  forbidden  to  strike  or  use  \  iolence  toward  any  prisoner 
luiless  self-preservation  justifies  it.  Under  these  circumstances  all  of  the  facts 
must  be  submitted  to  the  Jailer  or  his  Chief  Deputy. 

11.  Oliicers  must  maintain  toward  each  other  and  toward  those  persons 
visiting  the  jail  deportment  such  as  will  stamp  them  as  gentlemen.  Guards 
must  not  resort  to  the  use  of  imbecoming  language  or  boisterous  conversa- 
tion: they  must  not  discuss  ]>olitics  nor  religituis  subjects  while  on  duty. 
Holding  unnecessary  conversation  with  a  prisoner  is  forbidden.  Commenting 
upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  a  prisoner  will  not  be  permitted. 

12.  Guards  or  emjjloyees  of  the  jail  must  not  sugge.st  to  prisoners  or 
persons  interested  in  the  prisoners  the  name  or  names  of  lawyers  to  defend 
them.  A  guard  shall  not  receive  directl\'  or  indirectly  from  any  prisoner  or 
lawyer  any  gratuity  or  compensation  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered 
by  him  or  au\  other  person;  nor  shall  he  shart  in  any  reward  or  fee  i)aid 
for  the  defense  or  release  of  any  prisoner  conhned  in  the  jail.  No  officer 
must  aid  an  inmate  in  any  legal  imdertaking  nor  will  any  officer  be  allowed 
to  seek  clemency  for  an  inmate. 

13.  Ah  em])1o>ees  are  herein'  informed  thai  if  they  accept  any  money, 
or  its  e(|ui\alent,  lor  favors  granted  by  them  to  persons  confined  in  this  jail 
such  em[)l<ivees  will  he  at  once  dismissed  by  the  Jailer 

14.  When  a  prisoner  is  taken  to  court  or  i^  called  to  the  counsel  room 
his  cell  must  be  locked  as  soon  as  the  prisoner  leaves  it  and  kept  locked  until 
its  former  occupant  or  another  prisoner  is  brought  to  it. 

\5.  I'nder  no  c'rcumstances  will  a  visitor  be  permitted  to  see  a  prisoner 
in  a  cell.  Persons  known  to  the  officials  as  criminals  will  not  be  permitted 
to  enter  the  jail  as  visitors  except  by  special  permission  from  the  Jailer  or 
his  Chief  Deputy.  Lewd  characters  will  not  be  permitted  to  enter  the  jail 
as  visitors. 

16.  E\er\-  package  brought  to  a  prisoner  must  be  left  in  the  visitor's 
room  for  inspection.  The  name  of  individual  for  whom  package  is  intended 
must  be  in  legible  writin;^.  I'ottles.  jars,  glasses,  tin  cans,  canned  goods, 
home-made  cooking,  cigarettes,  or  cigarette  paper  Avill  not  be  accepted.  Food, 
fruit  (except  bananas),  tobacco  and  clothing  will  be  received. 

17.  Articles  of  food  prepared  at  home  will  not  be  received.  All  meals 
must  come  from  a  reputable  restaurant.  Waiters  are  not  allowed  to  enter 
the  corridor  of  the  jail.    All  baskets,  bundles,  etc.,  are  subject  to  inspection. 

18.  Prisoners  are  not  permitted  to  play  cards  or  dice.  Gambling  of  no 
kind  will  be  countenanced.    Offenses  of  this  nature  will  call  for  punisluncnt 
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Dominoes  and  checkers  will  be  supplied  inmates,  also  books,  papers,  etc.  The 
prisoners  have  the  volumes  of  the  L,ouisviUc  Free  Public  L,ibrary  at  their 

command. 

19.  The  names  of  persons  committing  thefts  in  jail  will  be  referred  to 
the  grand  jury.  Petty  pilfering  among  prisoners  will  call  for  punishment 
and  the  Jailer  or  his  Chief  Deputy  will  impose  the  penalty.  Similar  action 
will  be  taken  in  all  instances  whereby  iimiates  violate  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  jail. 

20.  Tuesda\-  is  A  isiting  day  for  the  colored  people  and  Friday  for  white 
people.  The  hours  are  from  10  to  11:30  a.  m.  and  1  to  2:30  p.  m.  The 
prisoners  will  be  brought  to  the  cell-house  gate,  where  benches  will  be  pro- 
vided for  them,  and  their  relatives  and  friends  will  stand  at  the  gate  to  con- 
verse for  ten  minutes.  A  guard  must  always  be  in  attendance  during  these 
hours  at  the  gate.   Visitors  under  the  infiuence  of  liquor  will  not  be  admitted. 

21.  Shaving  da\  s  are  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  Barbers  will  work  on 
the  south  end  of  the  exercise  walk  of  each  tier.  Prisoners  will  not  be  barbered 
on  the  floor  of  the  cell-house.  All  razors,  shears,  etc.,  must  be  returned  to 
the  jail  office  by  5  p.  m. 

22.  Prisoners  must  be  classified  with  degrees  of  criminality.  Departments 
are  available  for  first  and  second  offenders  ot  both  sexes.  Colored  inmates 
must  be  segregated. 

23.  Those  prisoners  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  also  venereal  diseases, 
must  be  segregated. 

24.  After  inmates  are  locked  up  at  5:30  p,  m,  they  cannot  be  seen  unless 
authority  is  given  by  the  Jailer  or  his  Chief  Deputy. 

25.  No  filthy  or  diseased  prisoner  ^all  be  placed  in  a  cdl  with  a  clean 

one, 

26.  An  officer  detailed  on  night  duty,  who  is  granted  a  night  off,  must 
at  6  o'clock  in  tiie  afternoon  telephone  to  the  office  to  ascertain  if  his  services 

are  required. 

27.  Visitors  admitted  Sunday  from  10  a.  ni.  until  noon.  Chapel  services 
will  be  conducted  Sunday  afternoon,  beginning  at  1:15  o'clock.  Every  pris- 
oner is  urged  to  attend  and  is  expected  to  be  respectful  throughout  the 

exercises. 

28.  Every  rule,  insofar  as  is  practicable,  applies  to  the  Matron,  Assistant 
Matron  and  female  prisoners,  and  any  dereliction  or  violation  upon  their  part 
will  call  for  the  discipline  applying  in  the  cases  of  the  male  officers  and 
inmates. 

29.  The  Jailer  may  regulate  the  amount  of  money  any  prisoner  may 
have  in  his  possession.  In  the  event  such  prisoner  has  any  sum  over  $2.00 
it  must  be  deposited  in  the  oflice  of  the  jail  to  the  credit  of  the  prisoner. 

30.  All  prisoners  who  are  to  be  released  on  bond  or  diose  whose  time 
expires  must  be  brought  to  the  office  in  charge  of  an  officer  attadied  to  tfee 
jail.    This  for  the  purpose  of  identification. 

31.  An  individual  under  14  years  of  age  accused  of  a  crime  cannot  be 
recei\  ed  in  jail  even  if  accompanied  by  an  officer.  Such  a  person  must  be 
sent  to  the  Detention  Home.  Juvenile  offenders  over  14  and  up  to  16  years 
of  age,  black  and  white,  must  be  placed  in  separate  wards.  Others  of  the 
first  offenders  class,  17  to  21,  must  be  placed  in  First  '\V'  cell-house. 

32.  The  walls  must  not  be  defaced.  In  short,  be  as  careful  of  the 
institution  and  its  equipment  as  you  would  your  own  home. 

33.  Inmates  must  not  unnecessarily  waste  water  in  the  cells  and  bath 
rooms.    Onards  must  see  that  this  rnlc  is  observed. 

34.  The  Jailer  is  empowered  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  any 
prisoner  in  the  varied  tasks  to  be  performed  in  the  institution.  Refusal  to 
work  calls  for  discipline.  When  an  individual  is  committed  to  jail  he  "belongs" 
exclusively  to  the  Jailer. 

35.  Inmates  must  not  address  visitors  in  the  jail  unless  first  spoken  to. 
Then  the>-  must  be  respectful.   No  prisoner  is  permitted  to  beg  in  jail. 

36.  These  ndcs  will  be  enforced.  Violation  means,  for  a  prisoner,  strict 
discipline,  and  for  an  officer,  suspension  or  dismissal.  Intluence,  personal  or 
political,  will  not  retard  the  Jailer  from  a  dutj',  the  performance  of  which 
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will  work  for  the  ultimate  advancement  of  the  conditions  of  the  prisoner  or 
the  administration  of  the  jail. 

IMEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  The  Jail  Physician  or  his  assistant  must  visit  the  tiers  twice  daily 
and  oftener  if  necessary.  Alocholic  victims,  those  prisoners  under  mental 
observation  and  those  prisoners  who  for  any  reason  may  l>c  regarded  as 
**suspicious  cases,"  within  the  meaning  of  medical  in<iiiiry,  must  be  accorded 
every  attention.  At  midnight  or  before  retiring  the  physician  must  visit  the 
C.  and  D.  receiving  tiers  and  also  the  hospital  and  see  if  any  prisoner  reqmres 
attention. 

2.  The  jail  is  equipped  with  a  modern  druu  store. 

3.  The  jail  hospital  is  available  at  an}-  moment  for  prisoners  who  are  ilL 

MAIL. 

Prisoners'  mail  incoming:  will  be  delivered  by  an  official  from  the  jail 
office.  The  same  official  will  collect  twice  daily  from  the  tiers  all  outgomg 
mail.  Letters  must  be  imsealed.  Prisoners  must  not  make  use  of  objectionable 
matter  in  any  letter.  Any  attempt  to  smuggle  mail  out  of  the  jail  will  cause 
infliction  of  punishment. 

Regarding  the  right  of  prisoners  to  receive  mail,  it  has  been  held  by  the 
Post  Ottice  Department: 

"That  the  State  or  Municipal  Government  may  deprive  him  (a  citizen) 
of  life,  liberty  or  property.  Among  other  thinirs  of  which  it  may  deprive 
him  is  of  using  the  mails  for  any  purpose.  Among  other  classes  of  property 
of  wliich  it  mav  deprive  him  is  his  property  in  letters  addressed  to  him.  It 
need  not.  of  course,  be  said  that  all  of  this  must  be  done  by  due  process  of 
law^  The  ^fnuicipal  authority  may  prescribe,  nmoncr  other  rules  for  his  con- 
finement, that  he  shall  receive  no  sealed  communication  from  persons  outside 
of  the  prison,  and  may  direct  that  no  postal  offu  er  or  other  person  be  allowed 
to  deliver  to  him  anv  commtmication.  All  this  the  local  authorities  may  do  as 
a  means  of  enforcing  local  law.  The  local  authorities  may  so  guard  the 
prisoner  as  to  prevent  him  receiving  mail  matter  addressed  to  him." 

Prisoners  who  falsify  in  letters  for  any  purpose  whatever  will  he  denied 
the  privilege  of  receiving  or  sending  out  mail.  Prisoners  who  seek  to  smuggle 
notes  to  each  other  in  jail  will  he  subject  to  discipline. 

UNITED  STATES  PRISOXERS. 

1.  Those  who  desire  to  see  a  Federal  prisoner  must  first  secure  from 
the  United  States  Marshal  permission  to  do  so.  These  orders  must  be  secured 
to  apply  to  the  visiting  days— Tuesday,  for  colored  people;  Friday,  for  white 
persons. 

2.  Federal  prisoners  are  required  to  obey  the  rules  and  regulations  ot 
the  jail  just  as  applies  to  other  prisoners.    The  Jailer  has  the  right  to  assign 

them  tasks.  .      j  •  j. 

3.  Federal  prisoners  must  be  kept  in  specified  tiers,  not  assigned  indis- 
criminately. 

SCHOOL. 

Inmates,  male  or  female,  who  comply  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
JaUer  may  avail  themselves  of  the  jail's  school.  Books  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  prisoners.  Instruction  will  be  given  in  the  various  grades.  Those 
persons  diligently  applying  themselves  are  certain  to  acquire  helpful  knowledge, 

LIBRARY  BOOKS. 
Books  from  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  are  at  the  disposal  of 
the  inmates  of  this  jail.  They  are  distributed  weekly.  Those  prisoners  who 
accept  them  must  handle  them  with  care  and  appreciation.  Defacement  of  any 
part  of  any  book  means  the  infliction  of  punishment  and  prosecution.  The 
law  applying  to  the  theft  of  library  books  or  their  ill-treatment  is  as  follows : 
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"Any  person  who  shall  willfully  cut  or  tear  out  any  book  newspaper, 
periodical  or  anv  literarv  work  or  production  whatever,  any  leat,  picture, 
painting  or  engra\ing,  or  ni  anv  other  manner  mutilate,  destroy  or  injure  any 
such  book,  newspaper,  periodical  or  any  other  literary  work  or  production 
whatever,  kept  in  anv  public  library,  legislative  hall,  clerk's  otfice.  court  room, 
sheriff's,  judge's  or  county  treasurer  s  olhce,  shall  be  fined  not  less  tl^twany 
nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars."— Kentudcy  Statutes,  Carroll,  1909,  Scc- 

***^The  same  applies  to  the  Bible  in  every  cell  and  room  the  jail.  These 
Bibles  were  presented  by  the  Young  I'eople's  Societies  of  the  Churches  ot 
Louisville. 

PENALTIES. 

Section  1235.  ESCAPE  FROM  TAIL— If  any  person  confined  in  jail  on 
conviction  of  a  felony  shall  escape  therefrom,  he  shall  for  such  escape  be 
confined  in  the  penitentiary  one  year. 

Section  1237.  VOLUNTARILY  SUFFERING  PRISONER  TO  ES- 
CAPE—If  a  lailer  or  other  olVicer.  or  a  guard,  voluntarily  suffer  a  prisoner 
in  his  charge  or  custody,  convicted  of  or  charged  with  a  felony,  to  escape, 
he  shall  be  confined  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five 

^"^""lection  1239.  AIDIXG  PRISONER  TO  ESCAPE  FROM  CUSTODY- 
AMien  a  person  is  law  fully  detained  as  a  prisoner  in  any  jail,  or  in  custody, 
if  anv  person  shall  convev  anything  into  the  jail  or  county  prison,  with  intent 
to  faciHtate  the  prisoner's  escape  therefrom,  or  shall  aid  him  ^^'^y. 
escape,  or  in  the  attempt  to  escape,  from  such  jail  or  custody,  or  shall  torcibly 
rescue,  or  attempt  to  rescue  him  therefrom,  if  such  rescue  or  escape  be  effected, 
he  shall,  if  the  prisoner  was  detained  on  a  conviction  or  on  a  charc:e  of  telony, 
be  confined  in  the  penitentiarv  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Section  1338.  PERSON  IN  LAWFUL  CUSTODY  ESCAPING-If  a 
prisoner  confined  on  a  sentence  of  imprisonment,  or  to  be  whipped,  or  under 
a  capias,  escapes  jail,  or  if  a  person  lawfully  arrested  upon  a  charize  for  a 
violation  of  the  criminal  or  penal  laws  forcibly  or  by  bribery  effects  his 
escape  from  the  ofticer  or  guard,  he  shall  be  confined  in  jail  not  less  ttian 
six  nor  more  than  twelve  months. 

Section  1339.  OFFICER  OR  GUARD  SUFFERING  ESCAPE  OR 
REFUSING  TO  TAKE  ACCUSED  IN  CUSTODY~lf  any  Jailer,  ohicer 
or  guard  negligentlv  suffer  or  permit  a  person  convicted  of,  or  charged  with,  a 
public  offense  to  escape,  or  willfullv  refuse  to  receive  any  person  lawfully 
ordered  into  his  custodv,  he  shall  he  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more 
than  five  hundred  dollars,  or  confined  in  the  county  jail  not  less  than  one  nor 
more  than  six  months,  or  both. 

Section  1357.  AIDING  PERSON  IN  JAIL  OR  IN  CUSTODY  IN 
EFFORT  TO  ESCAPE— When  a  prisoner  charged  with  a  felony  is  lawfully 
detained  in  any  jail  or  in  custodv,  any  person  who  shall  in  any  way  aid  or 
assist  him  to  escape,  if  the  escape  is  not  effected;  or  if  the  person  detained 
is  charged  with  a  misdemeanor,  whether  the  escape  be  effected  or  not,  the 
person  so  aiding  or  assisting  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more 
than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Section  2749.  AIDING  ESCAPE  FRO^f  PENAL  INSTITUTIONS- 
HARBORING  OR  CONCEALING— PENALTY— Any  person  who  shall  aid, 
assist  or  abet  any  male  or  female  to  escape  from  the  House  of  Reform,  the 
City  Workhouse  or  anv  other  penal  institution,  or  shall  harbor  or  conceal 
such  persons,  knowing  them  to  have  escaped,  shall,  upon  convictioti.  be  fined 
not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  be  confined  in  the  county  jail  not  less 
than  thirty  days,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

WHO  "G^TS  in  JAIt/' 

It  is  a  very  interesting  hour  that  one  spends  watching  and  inter- 
viewing those  who  pass  the  portals  of  this  institution,  which  has  not 
only  a  large  local  patronage,  but  it  is  so  located  that  the  "birds  of 

passage"  that  go  from  Eastern  cities  of  Boston,  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh 
and  Cincinnati  along  the  Ohio  to  tlie  \\*est  and  from  the  West  back 
to  East  make  this  a  stopping-over  place.  Also  those  ^'birds''  who 
migrate  from  Chicag*^  and  Northern  citirs  to  the  Sonth  in  winter 
pay  us  a  visit,  and  again  in  the  spring  when  they  go  from  New 
Orleans,  Atlanta  and  other  cities  to  Northern  j^oints.  '  Tt  is  interesting 
to  note  the  different  individuals  by  the  termiiK^log)  which  is  used  by 
tliem  in  their  world.  A  very  large  majority  of  people  are  here  because 
of  drink,  known  as  ''jimmies,"  when  they  have  delirium  tremens. 
There  is  the  dope  fiend,  who  smokes  opium;  "the  hop,"  who  takes 
morphine  hy  means  of  the  needle.  There  is  the  class  of  persons  who 
commit  theft  in  (^ne  form  or  another.  In  this  class  the  petty  larceny 
man  is  most  numerous.  The  hurglar.  'Veggman"  or  safehlower.  the 
"second-story  man,"  who  climhs  porches  to  steal;  the  hold-up  man, 
known  in  underworld  parlance  as  the  "stick-up"  man;  the  nitro- 
glycerin man ;  the  "boxcar  jockey/'  who  rides  and  robs  freight  cars, 
and  the  chicken  thief  all  make  their  way  to  this  place  finally. 

There  is  another  individual  known  as  the  "pimp,"  a  man  who  is 
generally  supported  by  a  prostitute. 

A  characteristic  list  of  these  fellows  will  give  an  idea  of  the  range 
of  their  crimes.  The  green  goods  man — one  who  sells  worthless 
securities  to  farmers  and  swindles  poor  people.  The  beef  stew  slinger 
—a  very  bad  soloist.  The  flying  jib— a  talkative  drunk.   The  Willie 

boy — an  effeminate  man,  submerged  manhood.  The  cheap  thief — one 
who  steals  from  church  poor-boxes.  The  moll-buzzer — the  thief  who 
steals  only  from  women.  The  gun  moll — a  woman  thief.  The  swell 
booster — the  successful  female  shoplifter.  The  capper — the  go- 
between  for  gaml^lers  and  street  fakirs.  The  musser — a  fighter,  a 
bully.  The  shark  hunter— tliicf  on  the  loolcout  for  a  drunken  man. 

The  nicknames  of  these  fellows  arc  A^ery  characteristic  and 
lead  to  the  suggestion  that  their  thought  goes  back  to  the 
realm  of  barbarism.  Men  known  by  such  names  as  "Red 
Bug,"  "Pig  Ankle,"  "Afraid  -  to  -  Go  -  Home  -  in  -  the  -  Dark,"  '^Rag 
Around  the  Xeck/'  "Heavy  Head."  "G.^ld  Tooth,"  "Honest  John," 
"Honey  in  the  Rock,"  "Ground  Hog"  have  been  in  custody  from  time 
to  time.  'J'he  above  names  are  used  alt<^gcther  by  the  "colored  con- 
tingent." 'i'here  is  another  interesting  class  of  jail  names  here  gen- 
erally characteristic  of  those  who  have  been  convicted  of  some  form 
of  theft.  They  are  "'I'inhouse  Shortv."  T)ig  P.ill  Doolev.""  "lune 
Apple."  "Feed  My  Dog,"  "Funk  House"  (P»ad  Odorj,  "near,"  "P^uf- 
falo/'  "Black  Strap,"  "Cush  Eye,"  "Topsy,"  "Sham,"  "Hoop-in- 
Poop,"  "Wap,"  "Mexican  Joe,"  '*Dog  Face."  "Monk,"  "Yellow  Sal," 
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"Toronto  Jimmy,"  "My  Pal,"  "Slocum/'  'Hobby  Dick,"  -Hop," 
"Frog,"  "Bruiser."  ^  ^ ' 

Of  course  we  liave  the  murderer,  the  homicide,  and  occasionally 
for  a  day  or  so  a  crazy  person  until  the  legal  steps  can  be  taken  to 
lodge  them  in  the  asylum  at  Takeland. 

There  is  always  present  the  forger.  Sometime^  a  wife-beater  is 
lodged  here.  Occasionally  a  person  is  sent  here  for  contempt  of  court. 
In  fact,  persons  held  for  ever}-  crime  under  the  law  are  lodged  here, 
and  we  may  say  that  some  of  the  shrewdest  criminals  know  n  to  the 
cnniinal  world  have  been  landed  by  Louisville  detectives  and  police. 

The  unsuspecting  public  little  dreams  of  the  artful  plans  which  a 
]>art  of  the  world  is  continually  "putting  up"  on  it.  Just  as  in  the 
days  of  old.  when  Cataline  "marked  off"  for  slaughter  certain  men 
m  Rome,  so  today  there  are  artful  "consjjirators"  studying  every 
crowd  that  has  continuous  gatherings,  checking  off  such  "easv  marks" 
as  make  display  of  money  or  jewelry.  ( )ne  of  our  '•scliool  l)ovs""  belongs 
to  this  class  of  criminal.  His  home  was  in  Chicago  and  he  ])elongs 
to  the  gang  which  has  it.s  attorney  and  mone\-  in  bank  read\-  at  an\' 
time  to  give  aid  to  a  member  who  is  so  "unfortunate  '  as  to  be  cauglit. 
In  an  intercepted  letter  he  had  told  to  a  Chicago  partner  how  he  had 
"boosted  a  leather"  and  was  planning  other  things  in  the  crowd  that 
atteufled  the  armory  the  week  before  our  soldier  boys  were  sent  to 
the  Mexican  border  last  s])ring.  He  had  come  to  Kentuckv  to  commit 
certam  types  of  crime  which  the  detective  svstetii  had  not' vet  learned 
to  handle  and  ])ecau^e  it  was  calculated  that  lie  could  afford  to  take 
the  punishment  if  caught  and  still  be  ahead  of  the  game. 

No  persons  under  fourteen  years  of  age  are  allowed  to  be  'put  in 
jail such  persons  must  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Children's  Guardians. 
Ihis  is  a  State  law. 

IMie  Count)-  of  Jefferson  has  about  300.000  population,  and  of  tiiis 
poi)ulation  7,300  land  in  jail  every  year,  which  means  one  out  of  each 
fortv.  ()f  course  this  is  reduced  l')v  the  fact  that  .some  persons  get 
mto  jail  more  than  once  and  by  the  fact  25S  of  the  7.500  are  out-of- 
town  "guests."  These  last  figures  may.  liowever.  be  balanced  bv  the 
probability  that  as  many  of  our  people  are  from  time  to  time  "guests" 
in  other  institutions  of  a  like  character  over  the  world. 
_  J?ace  and  nationality  also  show  themselves  very  plainly.  Alx>ut 
of  all  persons  here  are  n^roes.  One  Japanese  has  served  a 
sentence  recently.  Tn  the  matter  of  nationality  it  is  difficult  to  come 
to  any  conclusion.  Of  course  nearly  all  are  American-l3orn,  because 
Kentucky's  jjopulation  is  ]iractically  the  jnirest  American  blood,  there 
being  C(Mnparatively  few  foreign-l)orn  ])crsons  residing  in  the  State. 
But  the  joke  is  on  the  Irish,  ])ecausc  more  than  50' i  give  Irish  names. 
But  this  is  not  so  bad  on  ''us.'"  because  90'/;  of  the  names  are  assumed. 

From  the  various  trades  and  professions  we  judge  that  no  (Occupa- 
tion, not  even  the  ministry,  is  immune  from  crime.  Everv  phvsical 
type  and  every  "broken  physical  type''  may  be  seen  to  arrive  within 
twenty-four  hours. 

Tt  IS  difficult  to  make  calculations  as  to  which  is  most  numerous. 
They  range  all  the  way  from  the  hardest  looking  'Vough-neck''  to  the 
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most  genteel-looking  cultured  person  to  be  seen  in  any  drawing-room 
Tfaluonable  cUtb  of  our  cultured  cky.   And  this  is  true  not  only  of 

'ca^n  "  same  of  mental  types,  but  for  the  purposes  of 
school  we  attempt  to  classify  them  into  three  divisions: 

In  Class  "C"  we  place  all  those  who  cannot  read  and  write  and 
the  work  for  them  ranges  from  the  first  to  the  fottrth  g;-^<^e  .°f  ^he 
common  branches.  There  may  have  been  reasons  ''^1^^;.  f  '  ^^j'^^ 
mental  ability  for  this  "retardation;"  indeed  this  is  nearly  always  the 

Class  -W  we  place  all  those  who  have  had  a  common  school 
education  or  can  readVhe  papers,  any  book,  or  have  had  a  business  or 

'  'Tn  Class  -'A-'  we  place  the  person  who  has  had  a  -^JJ^' "Vav^e 
lege  education  or  who  shows  by  his  conversation  and  work  to  have 

^  -  W  wntten 

a  great  deal  Ibot  t  the  Cause  of  Crime,  a.id  these  causes  have  taken 
a  S  range  (  )nc  well-known'  writer  says  that  the  causes  of  crime 
.n,e  tm<lcr  three  words-/u.-.</,7y.  environment  .nd  l^ckedne^^ 
If  heredity  is  a  cause  of  crime,  we  are  a  long  way  from  the  solution 
of  UK-  ^ollem.  because  we  cannot  change  the  laws  of  -r^ 
we  stop  them  to  an  effective  degree  by  sterilization.  Bo^^  er.  so  le 
wonderful  things  have  been  done  in  this  line  by  surgery,  but  the  no  - 
Sm^so  great  diat  the  remedy  must  be  sought  in  methods  which  can 

have  a  universal  application.  i       -.i  • 

Environment  certainly  d.K^s  have  a  great  deal  to  do  wit  i  crnne, 
vet  from  investigations  which  were  world-wide  in  their  reach  it  was 
f<uind  that  out  of  everN"  one  hundred  (  100)  persons  taken  from  the 
worst  environment  of  manv  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  world  that 
.ixtv  (60)  never  got  into  any  trouble,  five  (5)  committed  suicide  five 
(5)  went  crazy,  five  (3)  became  paupers,  and  twenty-five  (2o)  got 
into  trouble  and  were  brought  into  court. 

Society  should  always  be  on  the  alert  to  eliminate  bad  homes,  bad 
neighborhoods,  bad  associates,  bad  laws  and  poverty,  but,  like  the 
''poor  "  we  will  "always  have  these  with  us,"  and  we  must  <^eek  to 
find  a  solution  more  immediatcl\'  effective.  As  to  wickedness,  we 
assume  this  to  be  a  state  of  mind,  and  therefore  the  mind  is  the 
proper  element  uj^ton  which  to  work. 

Some  European  anthroi)ologists  say  that  a  man  commits  crime 
loecause  he  is  of  a  certain  physical  type,  but  we  have  seen  every  day 
ten  persons  on  the  street  of  that  same  physical  type  who  have  not 
cpmmitted  crime  to  each  one  we  see  in  jail. 

Some  think  that  climate  has  much  to  do  with  crime,  and  mdeed 
we  notice  that  arrests  are  much  more  numerous  on  hot  nights,  hut  we 
will  always  have  to  contend  with  hot  nights,  and  therefore  the  solution 
of  crime  cannot  come  bv  working  on  the  weather. 

Considered  from  every  standpoint,  it  seems  that  the  most  tangible 
place  to  hegin  to  alleviate  crime  is  through  its  mental  phases.^  In  a 
jail  especially  can  the  most  effective  results  be  reached  hy  placing  the 
unfortunates  in  as  near  a  normal  mental  attitude  as  possible- 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  JAIL  LU'E;. 

When  the  turnkey  closes  the  door  behind  the  prisoner  he  is  then 
in  the  custody  of  the  Jailer.  Until  that  time  the  responsibility  for  the 
prisoner  rests  with  the  ofticer  wdio  brings  him  to  the  jail.  After  being 
slated  and  searched  the  prisoner  is  passed  into  the  cellroom,  where  he 
is  at  once  conducted  by  the  guard  to  the  receiving  tier.  The  "tier 
boss"  then  informs  the  newcomer  that  he  is  assign^  for  the  nig^t  to 
a  certain  cell  and  that  his  first  duties  are  to  take  a  bath  and  clean  up 
generally.  If  the  prisoner  is  inchned  to  tliink  that  he  is  not  in  need 
of  a  bath  he  is  at  once  shown  that  this  is  imperative,  and  in  many 
instances  has  to  be  forcibly  put  into  the  bath.  Many  are  not  in  condi- 
tion, because  of  drunkenness,  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  are 
therefore  bathed  by  the  tier  boss  and  his  assistant.  The  Jailer's  be- 
lief is  that  **cleanUness  is  the  first  step  upwards,"  and  always  and 
positively  insists  that  the  rule  of  cleanliness  be  carried  out  thoroughly. 
Each  morning  at  8  o'clock  the  jail  physician  makes  an  examination 
of  every  person  brought  in  the  day  before.  If  there  is  a  tubercular 
patient  he  is  sent  to  the  tubercular  ward.  If  there  is  a  person  with 
a  venereal  disease  he  is  at  once  isolated  by  being  put  into  the  ward  for 
that  class  of  i>risoners.  Persons  whose  condition  suggests  contagious 
disease  of  any  kind  are  also  isolated.  The  Jailer  insists  on  the  regu- 
larity of  the  life  of  the  prisoner.  It's  quite  noticeable  the  person  who 
gets  into  jail  is  a  person  of  unsettled  habits.  The  second  step  upward 
is  the  beginning  of  regular  habits  by  rising  at  S  a.  m.  Each  person 
must  first  clean  up  his  cell,  wash  himself  and  prepare  for  breakfast 
by  6:15  a.  m.   J^uncheon  is  served  at  12  m.  and  dinner  at  4:30  p.  m. 

During  the  day  the  prisoner  has  the  freedom  of  the  walk,  and  at 
5  p.  m.  he  must  retire  to  his  cell,  which  is  then  locked.  At  9:30  p.  m. 
all  lights  in  the  cell  are  put  out  and  no  noise  of  any  kind  is  permitted, 
not  even  talking  among  prisoners. 

The  prisoner  must  therefore  sleep  or  remain  quiet  at  least  seven 
and  one-half  hours,  and  may  sleep  eleven  hours  if  he  so  desires. 

Many  interesting  stories  are  told  by  prisoners  of  how  their  nights  are 
spent.  One  felk^w  says  that  every  night  he  is  awakened  bv  the  feeling 
that  something  is  after  liim  and  he  is  startled  until  he  realizes  where 
he  is  and  becomes  fully  awake.  Then  he  lies  awake  for  hours  "think- 
ing" over  things.  Perhaps  he  reflects  over  a  dark  past.  He  may 
measure  his  mistakes,  his  failures,  his  successes.  One  prisoner  says 
that  he  thinks  there  are  about  two  ideas  that  fill  the  minds  of  most 
prisfMiers,  especially  if  their  time  is  nearly  up.  These  are  the  first 
meal  when  he  is  out  of  jail;  the  other  is  the  satisfaction  of  sexual 
desires.  Another  fellow  whose  physical  appearance  causes  one  to 
believe  that  he  has  come  from  a  family  where  a  shrewd  intellect  \yas 
an  inherited  quality  sits  in  his  cell  and  coldly  and  deliberately  plans 
what  he  means  to  do  to  catch  the  next  victim  when  he  has  served  his 
time.    Sometimes  he  goes  back  over  his  criminal  acts  and  points  out 
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to  himself  where  he  made  mistakes  and  figures  out  how  much  more 
he  would  have  gotten  had  he  done  the  job  otherwise. 

There  are  few  persons  who  can  match  wits  with  these  fellows,  not 
even  the  shrewdest  detective.  They  know  the  law ;  they  know  all  the 
ways  of  the  law,  because  they  belong  to  the  class,  the  oisanization, 
the  fraternity  of  the  systematic  criminal  world. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  inmate  si)ends  his  time  not  in  a  normal  state 
of  mind.  Imt  in  that  abnormal  state  wliich  leads  to  his  incarceration 
or  to  making  plans  for  future  operations.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
no  one  of  them  becomes  sorry  for  what  he  has  done.  I  think  many 
of  them  do.  I  think  the  jail  oflFers  the  opportunity  for  that  psycho- 
Ic^cal  reaction  which  nearly  always  comes  after  a  fit  of  anger  or  an 
act  of  evil.  I  believe  in  the  religion  of  repentance,  but  I  am  sure  that 
it  is  a  natural  psychological  process  which  the  criminologist  must  rec- 
ognize in  the  future  just  as  the  minister  used  it  in  tlie  past,  but  under- 
stood it  less. 

It  is  in  tliis  phase  of  the  jail  life  that  the  ])roblem  is  most  perplex- 
ing. After  the  inmate  has  cleaned  himself  up  for  the  day,  what  else 
is  there  for  him  to  do  but  weigh  time  which  "hangs  over  \u>  head/' 
It  has  been  thought  that  the  man  in  jail  could  not  be  employed,  that 
he  could  only  be  detained.  Yet  without  any  money  for  shops  or 
schools  Mr,  Foster  has  gone  far  in  the  solution  of  Ihis  problem.  And, 
taking  into  account  the  condition  of  jails  in  general  and  the  lack  of 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  public  the  nation  over  to  better  jails, 
we  certainly  think  that  this  beginning  is  the  wisest  one;  that  the  re- 
demption of  the  fellow  who  '1ias  ste]:)ped  out  of  line"  with  the  march 
of  right  living  is  a  question  of  psychology,  and  that  "school  is  what 
will  pull  him  back." 

CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE  PRISONER, 
We  generally  think  of  rights  in  legal  terminology.  When  we 
search  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Constitution  of  our 
State,  the  laws  of  our  State  wc  find  no  law  respecting  the  "rights" 
of  a  prisoner.  We  find  the  rights  of  the  accused  "sufficiently 
guarded,"  but  certainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  a  man  as  a  prisoner  has 
no  rights.  Yet  the  law  gives  no  recognition.  We  take  it  that  what- 
ever Nature  creates  and  makes  necessary  for  one's  natural  and  normal 
existence  is  his  right.  For  instance,  Nature  gave  us  life,  which  is 
therefore  our  right  until  by  Nature  it  is  taken  or  we  have  by  our 
actions  become  such  a  danger  to  society  tfiat  we  have  forfeited  our 
life.  Nature  made  it  necessary  for  one  to  eat  in  order  that  one  may 
live.  It  is  therefore  one's  riglit  to  have  enough  food  to  sustain  life. 
But  yet  there  is  nothing  specific  in  the  law  that  guarantees  the  right 
to  food  to  the  prisoner.  In  fact,  the  theory  of  the  law  is  that  when 
a  person  is  taken  charge  of  by  the  officer  of  the  law  he  has  no  rights 
as  a  prisoner  which  are  recognized  in  the  Constitution  or  Statutes  of 
the  Nation  or  State* 
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to  himself  wliere  he  made  mistakes  and  figures  out  how  much  more 
he  would  have  gotten  had  he  done  the  job  otherwise. 

There  are  few  jjersons  who  can  match  wits  with  these  fellows,  not 
even  the  shrewdest  detective.  They  know  the  law;  they  know  all  the 
ways  of  the  law,  because  they  belong  to  ihc  class,  the  organization^ 
the  fraternity  of  the  systematic  criminal  world. 

It  is  a  fact  tliat  llic  inmate  spends  his  time  not  in  a  normal  state 
of  mind.  Imt  in  that  abnormal  state  w  hich  leads  to  his  incarceration 
or  to  niakini^'  i)lans  for  futnie  u]>eral'<  ui^.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
no  (Mie  of  them  hecomes  sorry  for  what  he  lias  done.  I  think  many 
of  them  do.  I  think  the  jail  offers  the  opj^ortunity  for  that  psycho- 
logical reaction  which  nearly  always  conies  after  a  fit  of  anger  or  an 
act  of  evil.  I  believe  in  the  religion  of  repentance,  but  T  am  sure  that 
it  is  a  natural  ]>sychological  process  which  the  criminologist  must  rec- 
o«^ni/e  in  the  future  just  as  the  minister  used  it  in  the  past,  but  under- 
stood it  less. 

Tt  h  in  this  jihasc  of  the  jail  life  that  the  ])roblem  is  most  peq^lex- 
ing.  After  the  inmate  has  cleaned  himself  u])  for  the  day»  what  else 
is  there  for  him  to  do  but  wei^h  time  whicli  "hangs  over  his  head.'* 
It  has  been  thc>u<^dit  that  the  man  in  jail  could  not  be  employed,  that 
he  could  only  be  detained.  Yet  without  any  money  for  shops  or 
schools  Mr.  Foster  has  gone  far  in  the  solution  of  this  problem.  And, 
taking  into  account  the  condition  of  jails  in  general  and  the  lack  of 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  pul)lic  the  nation  over  to  better  jails, 
we  certainly  think  that  thi^  l)eirinnin^  is  the  wisest  one;  that  the  re- 
demption of  the  fellow  wlio  "lias  stepped  out  of  line"  with  the  march 
of  right  living  is  a  question  of  psychology^  and  that  "school  is  what 
will  pull  him  back." 

CHAPTER  \  I. 

THE  RICITTS  OF  TllK  PRISONKR. 

We  generally  think  of  rights  in  legal  terminology.  When  we 
search  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  the  Constitution  of  our 
State,  the  laws  of  our  State  we  find  no  law  respecting  the  "rights" 
of  a  prisoner,  ^\'e  find  the  rights  of  the  accused  "sufficiently 
«:uarded."  but  certainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  a  man  as  a  prisoner  has 
no  rights.  Yet  the  law  i^ive^  no  recognition.  We  take  it  that  what- 
ever Nature  creates  and  makes  necessar\'  for  one'-  natural  an<l  normal 
existence  is  his  ri^^ht.  For  instance.  Nature  gave  us  life,  which  is 
therefore  our  right  until  by  Nature  it  is  taken  or  we  have  by  our 
actions  become  such  a  danger  to  society  that  we  have  forfeited  our 
life.  Nature  made  it  necessary  for  one  to  eat  in  order  that  one  may 
live.  It  is  therefore  one's  right  to  ha>c  enough  food  to  sustain  life. 
Rut  yet  there  is  nothing  specific  in  the  law  that  guarantees  the  right 
to  food  to  the  prisoner.  Tn  fact,  the  theory  of  the  law  is  that  when 
a  person  is  taken  charge  of  by  the  officer  of  the  law  lie  has  no  rij^ht- 
as  a  prisoner  wliich  are  recognized  in  the  Constitution  or  Statutes  of 
the  Nation  or  State. 
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Yet  there  are  some  natural  rights  winch  a  prisoner  must  have  pro- 
tected to  him.  The  prisoner's  right  to  continue  to  hold  the  title  to  his 
property  is  perhaps  recc^nized  b}'  the  statute  which  allows  the  court 
to  appoint  a  curator  for  his  propert}-.  But  if  he  brings  property  to 
the  jail  he  cannot  retain  possession  of  it,  and  should  not,  because  it 
might  be  used  to  effect  his  escape.  The  riglit  of  man  to  have  his  body 
in  as  good  shape  physicallv  when  he  conies  out  of  jail  as  it  was  when 
he  came  in  -^mght  to  be  protected  to  him.  First,  because  no  man  can 
till  a  place  well  who  is  not  in  good  physical  condition,  and,  second, 
because  of  society,  upon  which  he  will  again  be  thrown  either  as  a 
beggar  or  as  a  criminal  a  second  time.  Society,  then,  to  protect  itself 
ought  to  make  proper  guarantee  of  the  right  to  physical  soundness. 
In  the  same  way  the  prisoner  has  the  right  to  have  his  body  free  from 
contagious  diseases.  In  this  jail  due  precaution  is  taken  by  examina- 
tion and  isolation  of  every  person  in  any  way  suspected  of  venereal 
or  other  contagious  diseases. 

The  right  to  think  cannot  be  denied  anyone,  and  the  right  to  im- 
l)rove  one's  mind  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  anyone,  even  though  he 
be  a  prisoner.  And  this  right  Mr.  Foster  has  sought  to  give  every 
guarantee  of  in  the  w'ay  of  a  school,  of  reading,  and  of  conversation 
with  fellow  prisoners.  Yet  if  he  thought  a  prisoner  was  improving 
or  rather  corrupting  his  mind  by  learning  more  about  crime,  he 
would  at  once  take  steps  to  stop  such. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  a  prisoner  has  any  social  rights.  It  is  of 
course  inferred  that  the  right  of  the  accused  to  counsel  implies  the 
right  of  a  prisoner  to  see  his  attorney,  but  further  than  that  anything 
in  the  nature  of  social  riciht  become  privileges  granted  by  the  Jailer. 
The  nature  of  the  situation  demands  that  this  power  be  given  to  the 
Jailer.  If  a  i)crson  were  allowed  visitors  without  restriction,  imple- 
ments of  self-destruction  and  tools  for  jail-breaking  could  be  carried 
into  the  jail  and  thus  the  whole  purpose  of  the  law  defeated.  The 
same  principle  holds  good  in  the  matter  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
prisoner.  Outside  friends  think  it  a  hardship  that  all  mail  must  be 
censored,  }  ct  highly  respected  people  have  sought  to  break  the 
rules  of  the  Jailer  by  sending  drugs  to  prisoners  through  the  mails. 

One  might  think  that  a  prisoner  has  the  right  to  have  bundles  or 
baskets  of  food  sent  in.  but  in  one  basket  of  food  was  found  a  full 
set  of  saws  for  sawing  the  hardest  steel.  Nearly  every  device  known 
to  criminal  genius  is  used  to  furnish  opium,  morphine  and  cocaine  to 
prisoner^.  IMany  times  these  things  will  be  found  in  oranges,  bananas 
or  even  candy.  It  is,  therefore,  quite  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
Jailer  ought  to  grant  even  the  privilege  of  an  outside  meal. 

When  a  person  goes  through  the  jail  he  naturally  wants  to  see  the 
most  notorious  of  the  prisoners.  Here  we  are  constrained  to  think 
that  the  prisoner  has  a  right  to  withdraw'  from  the  gaze  of  the  on- 
looker. The  prisoner  certainly  has  the  right  not  to  be  questioned  by 
visitors,  vet  the  first  thing  many  visitors  do  is  to  seek  to  question  pris- 
oners about  "what  they  are  in  here  for."  It  seems  that  in  the  nature 
of  things  the  prisoner  ought  to  have  some  protection,  but  then  we 
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must  also  remember  that  society's  greatest  duty  is  to  protect  itself, 
and  that  each  individual  in  society  can  best  do  that  by  knowing  the 
injurious  agents  which  would  seek  to  destroy  it.  In  this  light  it  is 
the  right  of  the  public  to  **gaze  on"  the  prisoner. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  man's  house  is  his  castle,  but  a  prisoners 
cell  is  not  his  castle.  This  nuist  be  open  to  search  by  the  guards  of 
the  jail  so  that  any  dangerous  tool  may  be  taken  and  that  proper  sam- 
tary  conditions  maintain. 

It  mav  be  well  to  sav  that  the  prisoner  will  not  agree  with  all  that 
we  have  said  about  his'  rights.  Yet  many  of  the  best  prisoners  will 
recognize  everything  we  have  said  as  just.  It  is  generally  noticed  that 
the  fellow  whose  actions  are  most  unworthy  is  the  fellow  who 
imagines  he  is  being  abused.  But  the  great  majority,  the  State, 
society  has  the  first  consideration,  and  from  tliis  standpoint  the  rights 
of  the  prisoner  must  be  surveyed. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THK  I-USTER  SCHOOI,. 

The  story  of  the  origin  of  the  idea  of  the  school  is  an  interesting 
one  and  shows  in  a  most  natural  way  how  real  institutions  for  the 
good  of  man  originate.  I  asked  Mr,  Foster  to  tdl  me  how  the  idea 
of  school  in  jail  came  to  him,  and  I  am  telling  it,  as  nearly  as  I  can, 

as  he  told  it  to  me : 

"Soon  after  I  became  jailer  I  began  to  thmk  about  wdiat  caused 
people  to  be  in  jail.  T  noticed  that  most  of  the  prisoners  had  the 
minds  of  children.  There  was  a  boy  in  jail  who  had  come  from  the 
mountains  with  his  people  and  who.  soon  after  he  had  been  a  resident 
here,  had  gotten  into  a  tight,  during  which  he  killed  another  boy  wifli 
a  stick  and  in  course  of  time  was  given  two  years  in  jail.  *'H.  J.,"  we 
will  call  him,  was  soon  made  a  'tier  boss.'  In  a  few  days  a  man  was 
put  on  'H.  J.'s*  tier  who  had  been  a  highwayman,  a  train  robber,  had 
held  up  a  woman  with  a  baby  and  taken  S30.  had  gone  West,  was 
brought  back  and  was  being  held  for  trial.  He  tried  to  commit  sui- 
cide. He  conceived  the  idea  of  insanity:  he  began  by  giving  imita- 
tions of  scenes  on  the  sinking  Titanic.  He  would  spend  his  time  in 
running  an  imaginary  engine  and  in  reproducing  the  cries  of  the 
drowning  victims.  At  times  he  would  vary  this  by  making  sounds  like 
a  locomotive.  'H.  J.'  was  instructed  to  watch  the  shamming  prisoner, 
who  refused  to  partake  of  food.  The  prisoner  became  so  boisterous 
and  apparently  desperate  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  strap  him 
to  a  cot.  The  belief  meanwhile  grew  in  the  mind  of  the  Jailer  that 
the  maniac  was  entirely  rational.  Tliis  belief  was  subsequently  justi- 
fied when  the  jail  i)hysician  inserted  into  the  arm  of  the  prisoner, 
using  a  hy]iodermic.  pure  water,  the  prisoner  pretending  to  believe 
that  an  effort  was  l)eing  made  to  kill  him.  The  prisoner  had  pretended 
that  he  was  starving,  but  when  he  was  placed  on  the  scales  it  was 
found  that  he  had  been  taking  on  weight.  Then  it  was  that  'H.  J. 
confessed  that  he  had  been  saving  food  for  his  fellow-prisoner  and 
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secretly  feeding  him.  He  pleaded  ignorance  and  said  that  he  did  not 
know  the  difference  between  right  and  wrong;  citing  that  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write.  The  Jailer  remarked  to  him  that  he  would 
undertake  to  teach  him  the  dilTcrence  between  right  and  wrong 
through  the  medium  of  education.  Thus  the  jail  school  came  into 
existence,  and  *H.  J.'  did  learn  to  read  and  write." 

The  first  year  of   the  school  was   carried  on  in  the  boys'  ward. 
A  man  who  had  been  an  insurance  agent  of  some  ability  as  well  as 
a  "preacher"'  was  put  in  charge,  given  some  common  school  text-books, 
and  each  boy  that  landed  in  jail  was  gi\  en  a  review  of  the  common 
branches.   It  was  at  this  time  that  I  made  a  visit  to  the  jail  and  was 
%o  impressed  with  the  extraordinary  qualities  of  Jailer  Foster  that  I 
asked  the  privilege  of  assisting  him  in  whatever  way  I  could.  Upon 
my  return  to  work  in  September  of  the  next  year  T  offered  to  give 
a  course  of  lectures  in  civics  to  the  l)oys  in  jail.    During  this  second 
year  of  school  T  came  to  the  jail  twice  each  week,  givine^  each  time 
a  lecture  on  some  phase  of  civics.    At  the  same  time  I  was  studying 
the  jail  problem  and  catching  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Foster.    During  the 
summer  of  1915  Mr.  Foster  had  decided  that  the  school  should  be 
expanded,  and  accordingly  fitted  up  two  schoolrooms,  one  for  men  and 
one  for  women.    In  September  it  seemed  that  Supt.  Holland,  of  the 
city  schools,  meant  to  take  an  interest,  and  accordingly  had  appointed 
two  young  men.  principals  of  ward  schools,  to  take  charge  of  the 
school.    After  due  consideration  Mr.  Foster  decided  that  a  jail  school 
was  a  particular  proposition  within  itself  and  called  for  a  i^erson  per- 
haps somewhat  different  from  the  regular  stereotyped  teacher  to  direct 
it.   A  few  days  later  he  remarked  to  me  that  if  I  would  stay  by  him 
we  would  work  the  problem  out  ourselves.    And  a  jail  school  is  a 
peculiar  proposition  in  many  ways,  yet  I  see  no  reason  why  it  is  dif* 
ferent  from  what  I  think  a  regular  day  school  should  be.   I  am  trying 
to  mea.sure  our   jail   school  by  standards  set   forth  in  Dr.  Dewey's 
book.  "Scho(Ms  of  Tomorrow."  and  T  believe  that  eventually  we  will 
come  nearer  tlie  realization  of  the  true  school  than  the  present-day 
sciiools  because  we  have  "no  tradition  to  bind  us"  and  we  have  no 
"system  to  defend." 

Since  Sei)tenil)er.  1*U3,  the  jail  school  has  developed  beyond  our 
expectations.  \\'e  have  gone  from  one  little  thing  to  another  until 
in  July.  1916,  there  have  been  taught  within  the  walls  of  the  Jefferson 
County  Jail  twenty-four  different  subjects  by  twenty-five  teachers.  More 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  have  learned,  at  least  something, 
about  one  or  more  of  these  subjects.  The  school  was  started  with  a 
class  of  about  twenty  men  in  review  of  the  common  branches  which 
has  been  continued  throughout  the  }  ear.  Some  time  in  October  some 
of  the  colored  girls  asked  if  tliey  could  not  have  school.  This  was  a 
**new  one"  for  me.  V>y  the  Ik-I]).  however,  of  the  matrons,  this  depart- 
ment was  soon  a  realization,  and  one  of  the  best  teachers  I  have 
known  (a  little  one-eyed  negro  woman)  was  found,  and  we  soon  con- 
cluded, on  the  basis  of  what  we  saw  her  do,  that  the  inmates  them- 
selves should  do  the  teaching. 
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secretly  feeding  hini.  lie  pleaded  ignorance  and  said  that  ho  (ii<l  not 
know  tile  difTerence  l)et\veen  v\g\\i  and  wronjj;;  citing  that  he  could 
neitlier  read  nor  write.  The  Jailer  remarked  to  him  that  he  would 
undertake  tu  teach  him  the  difference  hetween  ri^ht  and  wrong 
through  the  medium  nt  education.  Thu^  the  jail  .school  came  into 
existence,  and  'II.  ).'  (h'd  learn  Im  read  an<l  write/* 

The  hrst  \ear  of   the  sch(>oI  wa^-   carried  on  in  the  l)oys'  ward. 
A  man  who  had  heen  an  insurance  agent  ')f  some  ahilit\"  a<  well  as 
a  "preacher  "  was  put  in  charge,  given  Mtmc  common  school  text-hooks, 
and  each  boy  that  landed  in  jail  was  gi\  en  a  review  of  the  cotiinion 
branches.    It  was  at  this  time  that  I  made  a  visit  to  the  jail  and  was 
W)  impressed  w  ith  the  extraordinary  (|ualities  of  Jailer  Foster  that  I 
asked  the  privilege  of  assisting  him  in  whatever  way  \  could.  Upon 
my  return  to  w<>rk  in  Se])temher  <)f  the  next  yern-  I  offered  to  give 
a  course  of  lectures  in  ci\  ics  to  the  hov^  in  jail.    During  thi^  scc<tnd 
year  of  scho. d  I  came  to  the  jail  twice  each  week,  giving  each  time 
a  lecture  on  some  i)lia->e  of  civics.    At  the  same  time  1  was  studying 
the  jail  problem  and  catching  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Foster.    During  the 
summer  of  1913  Mr.  Foster  had  decided  that  the  school  should  be 
expanded,  and  accordingly  fitted  up  two  schoolrooms,  one  for  men  and 
one  for  women.    In  September  it  seemed  that  Sni't.  ihOland,  of  the 
city  schools,  meant  to  take  an  interest,  aufl  acc<^rdingly  had  api>ointe<l 
two  young  men.  i>riucii>aK  of   ward  ^chottls.  ict  take  charge  <d*  the 
school.    After  due  crm^idcrati*  in  Mr.  I'^^tcr  decided  that  a  jail  school 
wa^  a  particular  ])n  ipn-iii<  »n  within  itself  and  called  for  a  jier^dU  per- 
hap-^  somewhat  different  from  the  regtdar  steretU}  |>ed  teacher  U  \  direct 
it.   A  few  days  later  he  remarked  to  me  that  if  I  would  stay  by  him 
we  would  work  the  problem  out  ourselves.    And  a  jail  school  is  a 
peculiar  proposition  in  many  ways,  yet  I  see  no  reason  why  it  is  dif* 
ferent  from  what  T  think  a  regular  (ia\  ^cho(M  should  he.    1  am  trying 
to  measure  our    jail    school  hv  standard--  -^et    forth  in  Dr.  l)ewey'< 
bf>c»k.  "Schi'oK  of  Tc)morrow.*'  and  I  helicve  that  evenlually  we  will 
couie  nearer  the  realization  (d"  the  true  -clio.tl  than  the  i)re-cnt-day 
schools  hccan-'C  we  have  **uo  tradition  to  i)iud  us**  and  we  have  no 
**svstem  t'  •  d(."fcnd." 

Since  SeiHemher.  1*M5.  ihe  jail  school  has  deve1<'])cd  hc\«»nd  our 
expectation--.  W  e  have  gone  froui  one  little  thing  to  another  until 
in  July.  lOlo.  there  have  heen  taught  within  the  walls  of  the  Jefferson 
County  Jail  twenty-four  different  subjects  by  twenty-five  teachers.  More 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  i)ersons  have  learned,  at  least  .something, 
alK)ut  one  or  more  of  these  subjects.  The  school  was  started  with  a 
class  of  aljout  twenty  men  in  review  of  the  common  branches  which 
has  been  contiimed  throtigh<»ut  the  year.  Some  time  in  October  some 
of  tlie  colored  girl-^  a^ked  if  they  couhl  not  have  scho(d.  Thi-  was  a 
*'new  (tne"  for  me.  the  hel]).  however.  - d'  tlie  matron^,  thi-  dei)art- 
ment  wa^  ^'»on  a  realization,  and  one  <>f  the  best  teachers  J  have 
known  (a  little  one-eyed  negro  woman)  was  found,  and  we  soon  con- 
eluded,  on  the  basis  of  what  we  saw  her  do,  that  the  inmates  them- 
seUes  should  do  the  teaching. 
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It  was  sonic  time  in  November  that  I  asked  the  boys  to  write  me 
their  impressions  of  the  effort  we  had  made  toward  a  school.  I  sug- 
gested that  they  might  take  the  matter  up  in  an  historical  way  and 
that  they  agree  on  a  name  for  the  school.  One  of  them  suggested 
that  the  name  should  be  THE  FOSTER  SCHOOL,  and  immediately 
everyone  agreed  that  that  was  ''just  the  name."  And  there  are  two 
reasons  for  the  name:  first,  the  honor  is  due  the  Jailer,  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Foster,  as  the  founder  and  l^est  friend  under  whose  authority  it 
exists,  and,  second,  it  is  an  institution  that  the  public  should  '^foster." 

THK  HIGH  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

One  dav  in  February  last  while  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Foster 
on  general  topics  he  suggested  to  me  thai  T  might  see  wdiat  I  could 
do  with  a  certain  boy  who  hai)pcned  to  be  here.  I  looked  him  over 
and  thought  it  would  be  well  to  allow  the  young  man  to  think  things 
over  for  awhile.  Finally  one  day  I  asked  him  how  he  would  like  to 
go  to  high  school.  He  said,  "I  certainly  would  like  that."  In  a  few 
days  we  planned  to  have  five  of  the  strong,  manly  boys  from  the  Boys' 
High  School  come,  one  each  day,  to  the  boys'  ward  and  teach  him  the 
same  subjects  taught  in  the  Boys'  High  v^chool  in  as  near  the  same 
way  as  possible.  These  boys  continued  to  do  this  until  commence- 
ment week,  when  each  one  went  to  work,  and  of  course  had  to  resign 
from  the  "facultv  of  the  Foster  School/'  The  boys  of  the  "faculty" 
have  been  greatly  pleased  to  do  this  work,  but  a  greater  thing  has 
been  done  by  this,  and  that  is  "we  have  found  the  way  to  help  the 
unfortunate  boy  who  has  made  the  mistake  which  brott^t  him  here." 

In  June  it  was  thought  fitting  and  proper  that  some  mention  might 
be  made  in  a  public  w^ay  of  what  had  been  done  in  the  Foster  School, 
and  accordingly  the  First  Commencement  of  the  Foster  School  was 
held  in  the  chapel  of  the  jail. 

And  we  hope  that  it  was  not  only  the  commencement  of  greater 
work  for  the  unfortunate  of  Louisville,  but  for  all  those  everywhere 
w  ho  have  a  "short  term  in  jail." 

CHAPTER  Vni. 

GEN^RAI.  PRINCIPI^ES  O^  THE  FOSTER  SCHOOL. 

There  is  a  prominent  educator  who  in  all  appearances  in  public 
has  made  onlv  one  speech,  and  that  is.  in  substance.  *The  great  edu- 
cational machine  which  T  have  created  puts  through  its  parts  every 
year  25,TX)0  pupils,  giving  all  of  them  the  same  course  of  treatment, 
thus  making  them  absolutely  democratic." 

No  mistake  in  education  is  greater  than  this,  and  nothing  is  more 
undemocratic  than  to  put  every  child  through  the  same  course  of 
study,  no  matter  what  his  inheritance,  his  past  or  his  future  prospects 
may  be.  No  two  persons  in  this  world  are  equal  or  alike.  And,  there- 
fore, no  two  people  will  learn  the  same  thing  in  the  same  way.  Recent 
experiments  in  education  show^  that  the  curriculum  wdiich  allows  the 
largest  freedom  of  development  is  most  nearly  the  ideal  school.  The 
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Foster  School  follows  tlic  idea  of  "individualization;"  that  is,  that 
every  person  must  be  dealt  with  according  to  his  individuality  and 
his  needs  at  the  present  time.  This  is  best  explained  by  illustration. 
"Will  B."  was  given  a  thirty-day  sentence.  On  the  next  day  after  he 
came  from  court  he  was  asked  if  he  wanted  to  go  to  school,  and  he 
replied,  "What's  the  use?  I  can't  read."  He  was  a  driver  for  one  of 
the  coal  dealers.  He  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  when  he  had 
loaded  his  wagon  he  was  told  to  go  to  a  certain  neighborhood  and  stop 
his  mules  and  take  liis  coal  bill  and  go  to  a  house,  ring  the  bell  and  ask 
the  ])erson  answering  the  l)ell  to  read  the  bill  and  tell  him  where  to  go. 
He  had  thus  taken  his  employer's  time,  his  own  time  and  the  time  of 
some  housekeeper,  all  because  he  could  not  read.  W  e  saw  at  once  that 
in  his  case  he  should  be  taught  to  read  the  street  signs  and  then  to  sign 
his  name  and  fill  out  ever3rthing  that  was  required  in  a  bill  when  de- 
livering coal.  He  was  taught  not  only  this,  but  he  was  taught  to  figure 
the  cost  of  different  amounts  of  coal.  He  also  learned  to  figure 
his  wages.  This  was  quite  a  valuable  lot  of  "education"  for  a  colored 
coal  driver  to  learn  in  less  than  thirty  days.  Thus  everv  person  is  a 
problem  different  from  every  other  ])erson.  and  the  effort  is  made  to 
teach  the  pupil  what  is  most  useful  to  him.  taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  time  and  his  ability  for  mental  advancement. 

A  second  principle  upon  which  most  of  the  work  of  The  Foster 
School  is  bas^  is  that  of  clear  thinking.  As  has  been  said  before,  the 
trouble  of  the  "jail  pupils"  has  been  more  mental  than  physical.  They 
are  found  to  have  no  logical  ways  of  thinking.  They  always  "jump 
at  conclusions."  If  they  are  set  to  do  a  piece  of  work  they  begin  at 
the  middle.  A  lesson  in  writing  and  domestic  science  W'ill  illustrate 
the  method  which  one  of  our  teachers,  an  inmate,  used  in  leading  a 
class  into  clear  thinking.  This  was  a  class  of  about  seven  nc.^i  '* 
women,  some  of  whom  were  beginning  to  w  rite,  others  could  write 
well,  but  knew  little  about  the  subject  at  hand,  A  visitor  on  this  par- 
ticular day  was  asked  to  suggest  a  subject.  The  subject  suggested 
was  "How  to  Clean  a  Room."  The  teacher  then  ask^  what  would 
be  the  first  thing  to  do.  Each  pupil  had  a  suggestion.  One  said  she 
wwild  remove  all  ornaments:  another  said  she  would  take  the  chairs 
out  of  the  room  first;  another  said  slie  would  dust  the  carpet  first,  and 
so  on.  They  were  made  to  go  slow  and  work  out  the  "directions"  just 
as  they  should  be  done  by  the  most  diligent  housekeeper.  Below  is  a 
copy  of  the  directions  as  worked  out  by  the  class : 

December  9,  1915, 

HOW  TO  ChtAS  A  ROOM. 

By  Josie  Mudd, 

Take  ornaments  down  and  wash,  place  on  bed  and  cover  up.  Dust 
and  remove  chairs.  Remove  rugs,  open  windows,  then  sweep.  Wipe 
woodwork,  including  mantelpiece  and  tiling.  Dust  and  replace  chairs, 
rugs  and  ornaments. 

CORRECTIONS. 

(Don't  you  think  you  would  replace  the  rug  before  the  chairs?) 

G.  T.  R. 
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In  every  class  the  teacher  is  cautioned  to  go  slowly  and  to  be  sure 
that  tilings  are  thought  out  logically  and  clearly.  All  work  in  what 
is  usually  called  English  i>  i^ut  on  the  basis  of  clear  thinking.  It  is 
now  becoming  the  practice  of  the  l»est  English  teachers  to  put  the 
emphasis  upon  logical  thinking  rather  than  upon  the  technique  of  the 
language. 

The  third  idea  is  that  of  small  classes  and  "pupils"  helping 
one  another.  The  smaller  the  class  the  nearer  to  each  pupil  the  teacher 
can  come,  closer  supervision  of  work  can  be  given.  If  the  teacher 
is  a  good  one  the  personal  contact  is  a  great  benefit  to  the  pupils.  On 
this  same  principle  helping  one  another  is  also  encouraged.  If  there 
is  a  fellow  who  wants  to  learn  to  do  a  certain  thing,  some  fellow  who 
knows  the  subject  takes  him  in  hand  and  teaches  him  until  the  subject 
is  mastered.  This  is  good  for  l)()th.  l)ecause  many  times  a  teacher 
learns  as  much  in  teaching  as  he  does  in  ""going  to  school." 

The  professional  school  man  in  visiting-  The  Foster  School  will  in 
all  probability  give  as  his  first  criticism  that  there  is  no  "organiza- 
tion'*  in  the  scliool.  It  is  the  intention  of  The  Foster  School  to  have 
as  little  oryankation  as  possible.  In  the  first  place  we  believe  that 
the  great  French  writer  on  criminology,  H.  Tarde,  has  in  his  book, 
"Penal  Hiilosophy,"  given,  nearer  than  any  other  writer,  the  last 
word  on  the  subject.  We  quote  from  the  author's  foreword  of  the 
above  book:  *'In  the  history  of  philosophy  we  may  distinguish  two 
kinds  of  thinkers.  There  is  one  kind  who  choose  their  direction  and 
march  methodicalh  toward  their  objective  point,  constructing  step 
by  step  an  intentional  and  premeditated  synthesis.  The  other  kind 
go.  without  apparent  method,  where  their  fancy  leads  them,  but  their 
spirit  accords  so  well  with  the  unity  of  things  that  all  their  ideas  are 
naturally  consistent.  Their  reflections,  on  whatever  subject  and  by 
whatever  way  they  set  out,  arrange  themselves  in  order  by  always 
returning  to  the  same  point.  Their  intuitions,  which  are  not  sys- 
tematic, organize  themselves  into  a  system.  They  are  ])hilosophers 
Avithout  having  sought  to  be  such,  without  having  thought  of  being. 
To  the  latter  kind  belonged  Gabriel  Tarde.  That  which  strikes  one 
at  tirst  in  him  is  the  unex])ected  fancy  which  multiplies  the  new  view- 
point^ the  original  and  brilliant  ideas.  But  soon  the  unity  and  depth 
of  the  theory  reveal  themselves.  One  grand  conception  underlies  the 
whole  construction  and  imparts  to  it  its  direction." 

Without  apparent  organization  the  woric  of  The  Foster  School 
goes  on  When  we  att«npt  to  summarize  we  find  so  many  things 
being  done  we  hesitate  to  list  them  because  a  skeptical  public  will 
accuse  us  of  the  motive  of  self-advertisement  or  as  doing  the  work 
in  order  that  political  preferment  may  accrue  to  ourselves.  However 
we  are  satisfied  that  one  great  incumbrance  of  the  American  school 
is  its  historical  system,  and  that  the  school  of  tomorrow  will  be  the 
one  that  will  do  the  common-sense  thing  for  the  pupil  of  tomorrow- 


IVomen's  Department 


41 


CHAPTER  IX. 

TIIK  women's  department  ok  Till-:  I'OSTKR  SCHOOL. 

The  rules  covering  the  general  case  and  conduct  of  women  in  the 
jail  will  be  found  in  Chapter  11.  We  here  address  ourselves  to  the 
educational  feature.  The  women's  i>art  of  the  chapel  is  used  as  a 
schoolroom  for  women.  As  has  been  heretofore  stated,  it  is  the  rule 
to  give  each  pupil  whatever  her  state  of  education  seems  to  require. 
It  is  difficult  to  have  everyone  take  the  same  course  because  no  two 
have  the  same  qualifications  or  have  reached  the  same  stage  of  ad- 
vancement. It  is  possible  to  have  them  all  working  in  the  same  room, 
however,  and  under  the  same  teachers  at  the  same  time. 

There  are  seldom  more  than  three  white  women  in  jail  at  once,  and 
generally  they  like  to  assist  in  the  teaching,  so  that  it  has  not  been  at 
all  embarrassing  to  anyone  to  have  the  colored  and  white  women  to- 
gether in  school.  They,  however,  occupy  different  parts  of  the  room 
and  have  their  own  work  to  do.  There  have  never  been  more  than 
fifteen  in  all  at  one  time  in  the  school  for  women,  and  as  yet  we  have 
encountered  no  obstacle  in  this  department. 

For  those  who  cannot  read  or  write  we  have  found  the  material 
sent  out  by  Mrs.  Cora  Wilson  Stewart,  founder  of  the  Moonlight 
School,  of  great  help.  By  means  of  the  "tracing  system"  the  pupil 
learns  the  forms  of  letters  and  how  to  put  them  together  in  words. 
We  have  found,  however,  that  copy  books  are  of  great  assistance.  In 
die  early  days  of  the  women's  school  there  was  a  pupil,  afterwards  a 
teacher.'  who  could  write  very  well,  and  her  handwriting  was  taught 
to  the  first  ]mi)ils  and  has  been  "handed  down"  from  class  to  class. 

As  has  been  told  in  our  statement  of  the  general  principles  of 
The  Foster  School,  special  stress  is  put  upon  the  creation  of  the  power 
to  think  lo^cally.  Believing  that  the  "trouble"  has  been  mainly  with 
the  thinking  faculties,  every  attempt  of  the  school  must  embrace  the 
attempt  to  think  rationally.  This  is  thoroughly  impressed  upon  every 
teacher.  When  anv  pupil  makes  a  mistake  or  does  not  know  what 
to  do  they  are  told'to  "stop,"  "go  slow,"  *'think  it  out,"  "what  comes 
first." 

Tt  is  difficult  to  arrange  a  curriculum  for  a  whole  year  for  this 
department.  First,  because  there  are  very  few  who  would  be  here 
that  long.  Second,  the  teacher's  ability  to  give  a  course  must  be  con- 
sidered, and  every  teacher  has  a  line  in  which  she  can  best  work,  so 
we  do  not  plan  our  course  that  far  ahead.  I  here  append  the  work 
for  July,  1916: 

SUMMER  THRM,  JULY  1 — WOMEN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  school  will  be  carried  on  daily.  The  hours  will  be  arranged 
by  the  Matron,  Assistant  Matron  and  teachers  as  best  suits  their  a>n- 
venience.  The  time  will  be  divided  between  sewing  and  study,  as  the 
matrons  and  teachers  think  best.  The  matrons  and  teachers  have 
authority  to  assign  any  tadc  or  call  anyone  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the 
schooL 
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Lesson  I. — Write  a  complete  statement  about  your  life;  when  and 
wliere  born,  where  and  how  long  you  went  to  school,  what  you  studied, 
what  _\  ou  did  when  you  went  to  school,  when  and  where  you  have 

worked. 

Lesson  IL — The  greatest  event  in  niy  life.  When?  Where? 
What  surroundings?   Why?   How?    How  great?  Results. 

Lesson  IIL — Write  a  letter  to  Mrs.  O'Daniel  or  Mrs.  Gazzalo,  pre- 
tending that  it  is  one  year  after  you  leave  here.  Put  yourself  in  a 
good  position  and  tell  her  if  you  are  happy  and  doing  well*  in  your 
work. 

Lesson  11^. — Letters  to  members  of  your  family. 

Lessons  l\,  VL,  VIL — Recipe  or  directions  for  cooking  different 
articles  of  food. 

Lesson  JUL — Directions  for  cleaning  a  room. 

Lesson  IX. — Figure  in  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  di- 
vision. 

Lesson  X, — ^Figure  the  cost  of  a  full  otttfit  of  clothing  

Lesson  XL — Make  out  a  good  menu  and  figure  the  cost  so  as  to 
fit  a  family  of  three  or  four  on  an  income  of  about  $60  per  month. 

Lesson  XIL — Do  the  same  thing  in  Lesson  XL  for  three  meals 
per  day. 

Lesson  XIJL — Make  out  a  program,  for  regular  daily  life  when 
you  will  have  left  this  place. 

Lesson  XIV. — ^Write  a  long  list  of  mottoes. 

Lesson  XV, — State  fully  what  and  how  I  should  do  to  get  a  job. 

It  will  be  seen  frcwn  these  lessons  that  we  have  tried  to  cause  the 
"pupil"  to  think  over  their  life  and  get  back  to  the  first  school  days. 
In  Lesson  IL  we  think  that,  by  causing  the  *'pupil"  to  think  over  "the 
greatest  event  in  his  life,"  his  mind  will  be  taken  back  to  its  con- 
structive period  and  perhaps  a  longing  for  tliose  days  w^ill  be  created. 
They  will  think  things  over.  The}-  will  -ee  themselves  as  they  were 
in  their  more  palmy  days;  they  will  see  themselves  as  they  are  now. 
I  have  seen  them  go  through  these  psychological  stages.  In  Lesson 
IIL  they  begin  the  dream  of  a  better  job  when  **their  time  is  up,"  and 
so  on  through  the  whole  summer  course  it  seems  best  that  some  les- 
sons like  these  would  be  best  for  the  girls  who  are  here  now  and 
because  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  conscientious  little  woman, 
who  though  having  made  a  mistake  and  being  held  here,  to  conduct 
the  course  as  teacher. 

The  work  which  w^e  have  done  in  domestic  science  is  in  its  in- 
fancy. People  ask  us,  ''What  can  you  do  when  you  have  them  such 
a  short  time?"  Any  rule  cannot  be  mnde.  But  some  girls  have 
been  taught  how  to  make  a  dish  towel,  embroider  a  hand  towel,  make 
and  hemstitch  a  handkerchief. 

Some  have  been  taught  to  patch  and  darn.  If  they  do  not  know 
these  things  they  must  learn  them.  Some  girls  have  been  taught  to 
take  an  old  dress  which  they  were  wearing  when  they  came  and  make 
it  over  so  that  they  may  make  a  more  decent  appearance  when  they 
m  out  Many  girls  have  been  taught  how  to  mzdce  table  mats.  This, 
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as  is  much  of  their  work,  is  done  in  the  'Vard"  under  the  leadership 
of  the  "ward  boss." 

All  women  are  taught  to  scrub,  and  some  who  have  never  know^n 
a  tiling  about  washing  go  out  with  the  knowledge,  gained  by  experi- 
ence, of  '*how  to  do  a  full  washing." 

For  those  who  have  "some  time"  more  extensive  work  is  planned. 
The  many  things  wdiich  make  a  home  more  pleasant  or  a  room  more 
attractive  they  are  taught  to  make.  Those  who  have  more  time  to 
"do"  must  first  make  for  themselves  a  uniform  dress  and  a  full  suit, 
including  underwear  and  other  articles  for  a  woman's  wardrobe. 
They  are  taught  to  measure,  cut  out,  baste  and  even  run  a  sewing 
machine.  Of  course  if  a  woman  is  wholly  incapable  the  more  difficult 
things  are  not  required  until  she  is  able  by  a  slow^  process  to  do  them. 
The  class  meets  in  the  serving  room,  and  the  conversation  and  order 
is  of  the  highest  class.  They  are  thus  shown  a  "higher  side"  of  life 
than  they  had  previously  known.  The  Alatron  or  Assistant  ^Matron 
is  in  constant  attendance,  and  when  occasion  requires  or  opportunity 
presents  they  give  such  advice  or  instruction  as  will  improve  the  moral 
condition  of  the  women.  The  principal  of  the  school  has  more  than 
once  heard  the  matrons  instruct  girls  as  to  behavior  in  the  presence 
of  odiers. 

A  very  interesting  civic  lesson  was  one  day  witnessed  in  the 
making  of  the  flag  for  The  Foster  School.  The  meaning  of  the 
stripes  was  ex]>lained  and  the  number  of  the  stars  were  counted  and 
many  things  were  recalled  by  those  who  had  heard  an  address  on 
'*The  Flag'"  given  in  the  chapel  on  July  4  by  ^Irs.  J.  A,  Leech,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

No  one  can  say  that  these  women  are  not  more  efficient  as  servants 
or  more  capable  as  wives  or  better  as  women  after  they  have  had 
these  experiences.  We  hear  their  resolutions  and  we  receive  their 
heartfelt  thanks  when  they  "graduate"  and  we  receive  letters  w^hen 
they  have  gone  to  work  and  gotten  a  start  on  the  upw  ard  road,  telling 
us  that  they  are  now^  pulling  their  share  of  the  load  in  an  honest 
way.  and  we  are  convinced  that  the  lifeline  thrown  out  by  The  Foster 
School  helped  to  pull  them  ashore. 

CHAPTER  X. 

THE  HIGH  SCHOOl,  DEPARTMENT. 

The  law  of  the  State  permits  the  Judge  of  the  Juvenile  Court  to 
send  boys  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  years  of  age  to  the  jail.  Under 
fourteen  years  they  are  sent  to  the  Detention  Home.  Boys  that  are 
received  at  the  jail  are  placed  in  the  Boys'  Ward.  When  these  boys 
come  a  course  is  planned  which  suits  their  cases,  as  well  as  interests 
them.  Most  of  these  boys  never  went  beyond  the  sixth  grade.  It  is 
peculiar  that  the  grades  seem  to  have  lost  the  boy  at  this  period.  If 
there  are  as  many  as  three  of  these  boys  of  the  same  grade  and  have 
the  same  time  it  is  our  plan  to  find  a  teacher  for  them  and  have  them 
finish  the  common  branches  at  the  same  time,  and  to  begin  to  get  them 
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interested  in  some  trade  which  they  may  follow.  For  a  boy  who  has 
completed  the  grades  we  arrange  for  him  a  High  School  course.  Of 
course  no  boy  is  ever  given  enough  time  in  which  to  complete  a  full 

High  School  course.  But  such  subjects  are  selected  for  him  as  will 
lead  him  to  think  that  he  would  like  to  continue  the  work  when  his 
"time  is  ui>."  This  work  is  the  same  as  the  work  of  the  Boys'  High 
School  of  this  city.  The  same  text-books  are  used  and  the  same 
methods  of  teaching  are  employed.  At  the  end  of  each  term's  work 
the  boy  takes  the  same  examination  that  is  given  the  l)(n-s  at  the  Boys' 
High  School,  and  if  the  boy  enters  the  Boys'  High  School  afterwards 
he  is  to  receive  credit  for  his  work  done  in  the  High  School  at  the 
jail.  Arrangements  to  this  effect  have  been  made  with  Prof.  O.  L. 
Reid.  Superintendent  of  City  Schools.  The  teachers  for  this  depart- 
ment have  been  selected  from  the  strong,  manly  pupils  of  the  Boys' 
High  School. 

Our  idea  is  to  put  the  boy  in  the  environment  which  will  bring  to 
him  again  the  idea  and  inspiration  which  a  High  School  is  supposed 
to  bring.  Then,  in  hax  ing  the  boy  teachers  we  have  noticed  that  the 
work  seems  to  be  more  effective  because  it  comes  as  from  boy  to  boy. 
Besides  the  "boy  faculty"  members  worked  themselves  into  the 
"social  viewpoint."  It  is  counted  quite  an  honor  among  the  boys  of 
the  civics  and  other  classes  of  the  Boys'  High  School  to  be  invited 
to  teach,  in  The  Foster  School.  These  fellows  will  ere  long  be  citi- 
zens and  already  they  have  ideas  about  civic  and  social  questions 
which  would  do  credit  to  the  most  intelHgent  of  our  citizens.  T  am 
sure  the  effect  upon  the  boy  in  jail  has  been  a  most  profitable  one. 
As  he  saw  the  ^'faculty  boys"  come  and  go  he  longed  to  be  free  as 
they  were  free.  One  day  not  long  ago  he  said  to  one  of  them,  "When 
I  get  out  of  here  I  am  going  to  go  straight" 

In  thus  correlating  The  Foster  School  and  the  Boys'  High  School 
^\  e  have  followed  our  belief  that  all  the  institutions  of  a  city  have  a 

relation  to  one  another.  I  have  had  more  than  one  pupil  in  The 
Foster  School  who  had  been  my  pupil  in  the  High  School.  It  may  be 
that  my  civic  teaching  there  did  not  do  what  it  should  have  done  for 
those  boys.  T  am  sure  that  tiie  question  of  crime  is  one  for  the 
schools  to  know  more  about,  and  I  have  concluded  that  much  of  the 
method  in  our  modern  school  government  is  wrong.  The  idea  that 
some  boys  have  that  a  teacher  is  a  "natural  enemy"  is  very  much  akin 
to  the  idea  that  the  boys  in  jail  have  that  a  policeman  or  a  judge  is 
a  "natural  enemy." 

We  have  borrowed  much  of  our  system  of  public  school  govern- 
ment from  European  nations,  where  school  systems  are  instituted  for 
the  purpose  of  making  "brave  and  obedient  subjects,"  not  intelligent 
and  law-abiding  citizens.  H  the  American  democracy  is  a  success — 
and  I  believe  it  is — then  our  system  of  school  government  should  find 
its  essentials  in  the  philosophy  and  methods  of  American  ideals  and 
American  government. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

DEPARTMENT  FOR  COtiORED  MEN. 

The  same  attention  and  opportunities  are  given  the  colored  men 
that  are  accorded  the  whites.  There  are  many  young  fellows  who 
learn  to  fire  and  take  care  of  boilers  as  well  as  look  after,  oil  and 
watch  an  engine  and  dynamos  under  the  direction  of  the  chief 
engineer.  Mr.  Thomas  Gilchriest.  Not  long  since  a  former  inmate  of 
the  jail  informed  us  that  he  now  has  charge  of  a  set  of  boilers  and 
engine  and  that  all  the  training  he  ever  had  was  received  in  the  Jef- 
ferson County  jail  while  an  inmate.  There  are  many  other  things 
which  these  boys  have  opportunity  to  learn.  Mr,  Fred  Montfort  has 
trained  many  a  colored  boy  in  all  the  work  necessary  to  make  a  good 
man  in  charge  of  a  building.  The  sanitarian  explains  the  use  of  all 
disinfectants  and  not  only  works  the  men  in  keeping  the  jail  clean, 
but  tries  to  get  them  to  take  an  interest  in  their  work  and  learn  every- 
thing in  the  science  of  sanitation,  v^ome  of  these  men  make  good 
janitors  for  factories  and  office  buildings. 

So  far  it  has  been  seen  fit  to  divide  all  negroes  who  want  to  go 
to  school  into  two  classes.  Class  B  is  made  up  of  those  who  cannot 
read  or  write.  These  boys  are  first  given  tiie  Moonlight  School  letter 
forms,  which  they  trace  until  they  have  learned  to  make  all  the  let- 
ters, then  they  are  taught  to  join  letters  into  words.  They  take  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  learning  to  write  their  names.  They  are 
taught  to  read  the  street  signs,  and  if  they  should  happen  to  need  to 
read  much  in  whatever  work  they  do.  they  are  taught  that.  One  boy 
who  was  a  waiter  could  not  read  or  write.  He  was  taught  to  write 
and  read  what  might  be  seen  on  a  bill  of  fare.  He  was  taught  to  spell 
the  names  of  v^etables,  meats,  and  in  fact  he  had  quite  a  working 
vocabulary  when  he  ''graduated."  He  was  also  taught  to  figure  up 
the  cost  of  a  meal.  I  have  forgotten  this  fellow's  name,  but  he  has 
since  ser\''ed  me  at  a  local  hotel  and  he  figured  my  bill  correctly.  He 
is  certainly  now  more  efficient  than  he  was  before  he  "attended"  The 
Foster  School,  and  is  therefore  less  likely  to  commit  another  crime. 
He  has  not  as  yet  ''returned"  to  The  Foster  School. 

In  Class  A  we  place  all  those  fellows  who  went  to  sdiool  as  far 
as  the  fifth  grade.  And  I  might  say  here  is  where  most  of  "Mr. 
Foster's  negroes"  seem  to  have  stopped  their  education.  We  have 
had  only  a  few  who  cared  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of 
school.  Our  plan  is  to  make  them  more  proficient  in  whatever  trade 
they  follow.  Some  have  been  taught  about  figuring  the  cost  of  plas- 
tering and  of  draying.  They  are  all  taught  to  figure  out  the  cost  of 
living  and  about  how  to  make  out  a  living  on  whatever  wages  they 
make  when  at  work. 

Their  work  in  "English"  has  been  letter-writing  and  telling  a 
straight,  plain,  Ic^cal  story.  The  teachers  have  been  cautioned  to  train 
them  always  to  stick  to  exact  truth,  showing  them  that  there  is  no 
defense  they  can  give  in  the  Police  Court  more  valuable  than  the  truth. 
We  have  attempted  some  history  with  them,  but  we  have  limited  it  to 
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the  simple  story  of  the  lives  of  some  of  our  great  men.  As  a  general 
thing  Class  "A"  of  the  negroes  is  a  difficult  proposition  because  con- 
tinued interest  is  hard  to  get,  but  we  are  convinced  that  some  of  them 
make  prepress. 

CHAPTER  Xil. 

men's  department  of  the  foster  schooi,. 
As  in  the  other  departments  the  principles  of  individualization, 
self-help  and  small  classes  prevail  in  this  department.  Class  "A"  con- 
sists of  all  men  who  have  had  a  High  School  or  College  education 
or  a  special  training  in  some  profession.  From  this  class  our  teachers 
are  generally  taken.  Whatever  line  of  work  these  men  have  hitherto 
followed  they  are  allowed  to  continue.  They  do  their  studying  on 
the  tier  and  whatever  suggestions  occur  to  the  Principal  are  given. 
Books  and  magazines  for  special  study  are  provided  from  the  Public 
Library,  and  much  valuable  material  has  been  promiscuously  given 
by  the  public- 

In  Class  **B"  we  place  those  who  rank  from  the  fourth  to  eighth 
grades  of  the  common  branches.  Most  of  these  fellows  seem  to  quit 
school  about  the  time  they  could  read,  write  and  figure.  The  general 
program  which  this  class  is  following  at  present  is  as  follows: 

On  Monday  at  9  a.  m.  the  class  comes  to  the  schoolroom  for  the 
study  hour.  They  recite  from  1  to  2  p.  m.  Arithmetic  is  the  subject 
for  the  day,  and  after  a  review  of  the  fundamentals,  each  pupil  is 
drilled  in  whatever  part  of  arithmetic  he  may  be  found  to 
be  deficient  or  in  whatever  he  may  need  to  figure  when  he  is  at  his 
work  outside. 

Some  i^eral  exercises  have  been  found  to  be  both  interesting 
and  profitable.  One  which  1  remember  to  have  assigned  was  the 
drawing  of  plans  for  a  three-room  house,  figuring  the  cost  of  material, 
of  hauling,  of  labor  and  of  furnishing.  An  exercise  for  a  fellow  who 
had  worked  as  assistant  in  a  blacksmith  shop  was  to  plan  for  himself 
a  shop  and  figure  the  cost  of  "setting  himself  up  in  business." 

Another  was  that  for  a  young  farmer  to  figure  out  how  he  could 
start  out  as  a  renter  and  in  a  period  of  five  years  have  his  living  for 
himself  and  family  and  pay  for  a  small  piece  of  ground.  These 
exercises  took  several  days,  but  the  fcl^rtw^  learned  the  arithmetic 
connected  therewith,  and  1  am  sure  tluir  thoughts  were  turned  to 
constructive  channels.  I  heard  some  interesting  discussions  among 
them  when  they  had  returned  to  their  tier  about  the  cost  of  material 
for  house  building  in  different  places  where  they  had  been, 

On  Tuesday  the  general  subject  of  English  is  taught  by  Prof. 
U.  C.  Morrow  of  the  Faculty  of  The  Boys'  High  School.  The  idea 
of  logical  thinking  is  meant  to  be  the  keynote  of  every  lesson.  Forms 
of  composition  and  the  terminology  of  rhetoric  are  not  at  all  empha- 
sized. Much  cannot  be  done  toward  the  appreciation  of  good  litera- 
ture in  this  class,  either,  but  that  phase  has  not  heen  neglected.  We 
have  recently  had  a  conference  with  the  Librarian  of  the  Louisville 
Free  Public  Library,  and  have  arranged  that  only  those  books  which 
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present  some  constructive  or  historical  or  scientific  tliought  shall 
be  sent  to  the  jail.  We  have  observed  that  fiction,  generally  >en-^a- 
tional,  is  preferred  by  the  boys  here,  but  we  think  that  should  not 
fall  into  their  hands,  and  therefore  we  have  requested  the  Librarian 
to  send  other  types  of  literature.  The  simplest  forms  of  narration, 
description  and  argumentation  are  u^ed.  With  logical  thinking  is 
also  coupled  the  importance  of  exactness  and  the  **trutli"  in  all 
English  work.  The  boys  are  shown  that  an  exact  statement  of  the 
truth  is  the  most  effective  thing  to  impress  anyone,  even  judge  or  jury. 
The  dass  is  encouraged  to  argue  and  many  interesting  debates  occur 
in  this  class.  A  program  given  entirely  by  the  scliool  is  planned  for 
the  close  of  this  term  of  school. 

On  Wednesday  comes  the  study  of  geography.  The  niethod  is 
to  read  and  study  during  the  study' hour  under  the  leadership  of  the 
teacher.  The  recitation  follows  m  the  afternoon  hour.  In  nearly 
every  class  we  have  formed,  fellows  who  have  seen  many  parts  of 
the  world  are  able  and  anxious  to  tell  what  they  have  seen.  They 
are  asked  to  tell  of  trips  and  describe  geographicjd  formations.  One 
bov  gave  in  our  presence  a  very  realistic  description  of  Pike's  Peak 
and  the  Royal  Gorge.  Having  seen  these  places  myself  I  was  glad 
to  hear  such  good  description  from  him.  The  text  book  is  the  same 
as  that  which  is  used  in  the  grades  of  the  city  schools.  At  the  close 
of  each  lesson  all  the  difticult  words  are  pronounced  by  the  teacher 
and  spelled  by  the  class.  The  matter  of  spelling  is  given  attention  in 
the  other  studies  also.  Somewhere  and  somehow  ^'spelling  '  in 
schools  of  the  land  has  "gone  wrong."  Many  boys,  even  in  High 
School,  cannot  spell  the  most  common  words.  The  Foster  School 
means  to  "pound  away''  on  the  old-fashioned  w^y  of  spelling. 

In  geography  we  study  the  occupations  of  different  parts  of  the 
country  and  some  fellows  go  afterwards  where  they  may  tind  work 
that  suits  their  ability. 

On  Thursday  the  subject  of  History  is  studied  by  the  teacher 
and  dass.  The  intention  is  to  create  a  pride  in  and  a  patriotism  for 
the  country,  at  the  same  time  acquiring  information  as  to  the  history 
of  the  nation  and  its  policies  from  time  to  time.  Especial  emphasis 
is  placed  on  all  parts  leading  to  the  current  questions  of  the  day. 
The  teacher  emi^liasizes  all  things  which  tend  to  prepare  for  better 
citizenshi]^.  Hnii)hasis  is  placed  especially  upon  certain  men  and 
what  they  have  stood  for  in  the  Nation's  history. 

On  Friday  the  study  of  civics,  based  upon  a  course  worked  out 
in  the  Boys'  High  School  of  the  city,  is  made,  under  the  general 
leadership  of  the  inmate  teacher  and  the  Principal  of  the  Foster 
School.  The  purpose  of  this  course  is  to  show  the  pupil  his  rights 
and  duties  toward  all  the  groups  of  society  of  which  he  is  a  part. 
Everything  that  can  be  used  to  lead  the  pupil  into  a  higher  idea  of 
citizenship  is  employed.  We  have  also  planned  a  course  in  physiolog}^ 
This  we  think  is  a  i>roper  subject  for  study  by  men  in  this  institution. 
*'Know  thyself"  was  the  statement  of  one  ancient  philosopher.  We 
believe  that  one  of  the  first  steps  to  the  foundation  of  human  char- 
acter is  a  knowledge  of  the  physical  nature  of  man.   If  a  man  knows 
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the  parts,  structure  and  uses  of  the  human  body  he  is  more  apt  to 
appreciate  and  use  that  body  correctly.  Generally  there  is  some  fellow 
who  has  had  at  least  a  part  of  a  course  in  Medical  College,  and  these 
fellows  can  handle  the  subject  well.  It  is  also  planned  that  the  jail 
physician  and  his  assistant  advise  as  to  what  the  work  in  physiology 
should  be,  especially  along  the  line  of  prevention  and  care  of  diseases. 

In  Class  ''C"  all  those  who  cannot  read,  write,  spell  or  figure  are 
placed.  They  recite  from  10  to  11  a.  ni.  and  2  to  3  p.  m.  The 
teacher  uses  his  judgment  as  to  changes  in  subject  from  day  to  day. 
He  begins  with  writing  and  spelling  and  advances  in  reading  and 
figuring  as  the  ability  of  pupils  warrants. 

Of  some  of  the  industrial  work  we  have  already  spoken.  At 
present  there  is  a  most  excellent  cabinet  maker  and  carpenter  here 
who  has  not  only  done  much  valuable  work  for  the  institution,  but 
has  taught  two  other  boys  much  about  his  trade.  Two  men  have 
recently  learned  to  Ijc  painters,  and  when  they  go  out  they  will  have 
a  good  trade.    Something  they  did  not  have  when  they  "came." 

From  time  to  time  these  little  things  occur  to  us.  Just  by  way 
of  illustration  and  to  show  that  in  any  jail  the  same  things  may  be 
worked  out  that  are  being  done  in  the  Foster  School,  we  give  in 
detail  the  story  of  our  shoe  repairing  department.  This  spring  I 
bought  a  pair  of  sandals  for  each  of  my  little  boys.  These  sandals 
cost  80  cents  a  pair.  In  about  a  week  the  heels  and  soles  were  out 
and  one  pair  was  taken  to  the  shoe  hospital,  where  heels  and  soles 
were  sewed  on  costing  90  cents.  This  jnit  me  to  thinking,  and  I 
wondered  if  every  poor  family  had  the  same  proposition  to  meet. 
I  went  to  the  ten  cent  store  and  found  what  a  repair  outfit  would 
cost  The  next  time  I  came  to  jail  I  asked  Mr.  Foster  for  a  dollar, 
which  he  gave  without  question,  and  I  proceeded  to  fit  up  our  new 
department.  I  purchased  a  standard,  a  last,  two  boxes  of  tacks,  a 
pair  of  pliers  and  a  tack  hammer,  all  for  45  cents.  I  then  went  to 
a  leather  store  and  purchased  enough  leather  for  five  pairs  of  soles 
for  44  cents.  I  then  asked  our  carpenter  to  fix  up  a  box  of  the 
proper  size  with  a  lid  and  legs.  The  whole  outfit  cost  89  cents.  I 
then  went  among  the  men  hunting  for  an  experienced  shoemaker. 
I  found  two.  I  appointed  one  of  these  fellows  to  the  "faculty"  and 
showed  him  his  outfit,  told  him  what  it  cost  and  tlien  instructed  him 
that  he  must  take  one  pupil  at  a  time  and  show  him  how  to  repair 
his  own  shoes,  told  him  to  be  sure  to  show  each  fellow  about  the 
cost  of  the  outlit  and  that  the  "kit''  for  the  tools  can  also  be  used 
for  a  kitchen  stool.  Every  poor  man  whc>  has  a  family  should  equip 
himself  with  this  kind  of  an  outfit.  Next  winter  we  plan  that  if  a 
man  comes  to  jail  who  has  a  family  of  little  children  that  the  shoes 
of  these  little  children  shall  be  brought  to  jail  and  that  the  father 
shall  be  taught  to  repair  them  when  they  need  repairing. 

The  "professor"  takes  i^rule  in  his  work  and  has  several  appli- 
cations from  men  who  want  to  learn  to  "fix  their  shoes." 

Mr.  Foster  says  that  this  work  is  only  in  its  infancy  and  that 
everything  that  can  be  done  to  teach  a  man  a  useful  and  honorable 
little  *'trick"  will  be  done. 
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Li'ft  cut  ;i  soTctnry  mule  fiitin'lv  i)f  the  Saturday  Evoiiini:  I'o.st.  wrajipini? 
tUlvatl  ami  shcllni-. 

Kiv'iit  fii r  is  ail  uiti'ii-slii'lf  liWrary  i-nsc  which  will  hi)l(l  T.'»  Imoks.  2.")  on  v.m-U 
shelf.  This  is  'also  maiU'  from  Sntunla y  Kvniinjr  I'ost.  which  all  the  lioys  read. 
The  lujikor.  (Jeorge  "I*o.st,"  wus  ein  iiiiiiut«  ami  a  fine  fellow.  He  tsiught  his  triek 
to  two  other  boys,  who  in  tnrn  are  haudlug  it  down  to  others.   Another  Foster  idea. 

It  is  not  supix)sed  that  any  county  will  equip  a  jail  with  shops 
as  the  penitentiaries  are  equipped.  This  would  not  be  wise.  The 
pro])cr  thing  for  the  short-term  jail  prisoner  is  to  teach  him  to  "])ick 
up""  little  ideas  where  he  can  better  himself  and  save  his  time  and 
his  money.  We  could  go  on  telling  about  what  has  been  done  in  this 
place  in  these  three  years,  but  we  have  desired  only  to  set  forth  the 
I>rinciples  and  suggest  something  about  the  methods  of  the  Foster 
idea  which  we  hope  others  may  develop  fiuther, 

CHAPTER  Xm. 

now  Till-  l-OSTlvR  SCIIOOI,  IS  ORGANIzKD. 

\\'e  are  of  the  belief  that  many  of  our  American  institutions  are 
top-heavy  witii  organization.    ]n  The  Foster  School  tliere  is  little 

appearance  of  organization  or  system. 

\\'e  think  that  the  school  should  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Jailer  and  not  under  the  auth(M-ity  of  the  citv  schools.  It  is  true 
that  we  get  what  our  schools,  churches  and  the  social  order  has  failed 
upon.  We  think,  therefore,  that  a  different  philosophy  and  system' 
will  be  more  effective  as  the  final  resort. 
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A  jail  scliuul  uiu>t  be  worked  in  with  tlic  other  general  pnrposes, 
rules  and  methods  of  the  institution.  If  we  look  for  organization 
in  The  Foster  School  we  find  that  the  Jailer  is  the  Superintendent, 
having  been  authorized  by  law  and  elected  by  the  people  to  the 
position.  The  Superintendent  accepted  the  services  of  the  author 
of  these  lines  and  he  may  be  called  the  IVincipal.  All  plans  and 
methods  of  the  school  are  worked  out  by  Superintendent  and  Prin- 
cipab  and  the  Chief  Clerk  and  Chief  Deputy  are  asked  to  suggest 
if  there  are  any  reasons  why  they  should  not  be  jmt  into  effect. 
These  two  men  are  acquainted  with  every  detail  of  the  otiice  and  the 
control  of  inmates,  and,  in  fact,  many  valuable  suggestions  have  come 
from  them,  and  they  are  really  the  executive  officers  of  the  school. 
The  Chief  Clerk  prepares  all  bulletins,  notices  and  programs,  and  the 
Chief  Deputy  sees  that  they  are  carried  out.  The  Chief  Deputy 
appoints  a  guard  to  see  that  pupils  get  to  school. 


Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Rassdale  talking  over  plans  and  methods  for  zhe  Foster  SduKdL 
Mr.  McCullom.  chief  clerk,  in  background. 


The  Principal  has  full  freedom  of  the  jail  at  all  times.  He  talks 
over  all  the  work  with  each  teacher,  showing  him  or  her  the  purposes, 
plans  and  methods  which  seem  best  to  eiuploy.  The  teachers  are 
made  fanu'Har  with  the  principles  upon  which  we  work,  but  are 
encr>uraged  to  use  as  much  originality  as  possible  and  no  opportunity 
to  encourage  and  stimulate  the  individuality  of  a  teacher  is  over- 
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looked.  The  expenses  of  the  school  have  thus  far  been  little  and 
have  been  defrayed  by  the  founder  out  of  his  private  funds. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  strict  care  is  taken  with 
prisoners  where  such  is  required  and  because  Mr.  Foster  has  done 
and  is  doing  these  things  no  one  must  think  that  he  is  remiss  of  duty 
\vhen  strictness  and  precaution  is  called  for. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

THS  TEACHERS. 

The  question  of  teachers  was  at  first  a  difficult  one  in  The  Foster 
School.  We  had  some  misgivings  about  having  the  inmates  teach 
and  we  were  not  fortunate  at  first  in  volunteer  teachers  from  outside. 

One  volunteer  teacher,  a  well-intentioned  social  worker  and  society 
woman,  came  for  a  few  days,  but  somehow  tlie  pujnl^  did  not  "take 
to  her"  very  well.  W  e  do  not  in  the  least  discourage  outside  help, 
but  we  feel  that  having  been  on  the  ground  now  more  than  two  vears 
that  our  advice  as  to  material  and  method  has  a  value.  The  good 
lady  felt  that  her  experience  as  a  Latin  teacher  eminently  fitted  her 
to  teach  here.  Oi  course  there  arc  differences  of  opinion  "even  in 
the  best  of  families." 

W'e  have  lieen  fortunate  in  lia\'ing  the  assistance  of  another  mem- 
ber of  the  High  School  Faculty,  who  tells  us  that  he  is  now  "getting 
onto  the  job/"  In  selecting  the  boys  from  the  Boy.-.'  High  School  for 
teachers  we  sought  those  who  were  earnest,  serious  and  could  make 
themselves  at  home  in  whatever  surroundings  they  found  themselves. 
These  fellows  were  not  "chicken-hearted,"  but  have  in  them  the  "stuff" 
of  which  real  men  are  made. 

In  selecting  the  teachers  from  among  the  inmates  we  have  made 
two  luistakes  out  of  the  twelve  selections  from  inmates.  The  first 
one  was  a  C(^llcge  graduate.  There  was  no  question  as  to  his  learning, 
but  he  insisted  on  too  nuicli  of  technicality  in  his  work.  To  illustrate, 
he  put  in  the  time  in  Engli>h  in  parsing  words  and  diagraming 
sentences  instead  of  drilling  his  class  in  clear  thinking  and  plain 
speaking.  Then  he  lost  the  confidence  of  the  boys  by  borrowing 
money  and  not  paying  it  back.  He  is  gone  now,  but  we  have  heard 
that  he  is  again  in  "jail"  in  another  city. 

Our  other  failure  disregarded  advice  and  his  class  got  away  from 
him.  He  was  cautioned  that  "talking  of  self'  was  his  greatest 
liability.  He  was  told  that  it  was  best  to  keep  himself  and  his  affairs 
in  the  background.  His  disparaging  remarks  about  his  wife  caused 
us  to  dispense  with  his  services  as  teacher.  We  had  selected  him 
because  he  had  a  wide  experience,  had  attended  college  and  had  a 
command  of  words  that  would  help  him  to  attract  attention  anywhere, 
but  he  failed  to  hold  the  confidence  of  his  classes,  and  just  as  High 
School  bo\  s  are  able  to  tell  a  genuine  teacher,  so  these  boys  here 
cannot  be  fooled  either. 

Our  best  teachers  are  those  serious,  still,  unassuming  fellows  who 
have  a  period  of  six  months  or  more  and  who  go  through  most  of 
the  work,  which  is  review  for  them,  once  as  pupils,  and  whom  we 
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A  jail  >ch(ntl  nui-t  In*  worked  in  with  llic  ^tlior  ^viK-ral  inir|K»>e>, 
rules  ami  niethutU  of  tlic  in.slitulion.  If  look  for  or^^aiii/ation 
in  The  Foster  School  wc  rtnd  that  the  jailer  i>  the  v^uperinteiulent, 
having  been  authorized  by  hiw  and  elected  by  the  people  to  the 
position.  The  v'^uperintendent  accepted  the  services  of  the  author 
ni  these  lines  and  he  may  he  called  the  IVincii)al.  All  plans  and 
methods  ..f  the  schoi.l  are  worked  -lut  hy  Superintendent  and  Prin- 
cii>al.  ;ind  ihe  Chief  Clerk  and  Chief  Deputv  are  a<ked  1m  sn(r(r^..t 
if  there  are  an\  rea-..iis  why  they  sjiould  n(  ^t  he  i)Ul  hUm  etVeoi. 
These  two  men  are  aei|uainted  with  every  detail  of  the  otliee  and  the 
control  of  inmates,  and,  in  fact,  many  valtiahle  Miggotions  have  come 
from  tliem.  and  they  are  really  the'  executive  oflicers  of  the  school. 
The  Chief  Clerk  prepares  all  bulletins,  notices  and  programs,  and  the 
Cliief  Deputy  sees  that  thev  are  carried  <  >ui .  The  Chief  Deputv 
appoints  a  guard  to  see  that  pupils  get  to  school. 


Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Ragttdale  talking  <»v.'r  plms  an  I  nutho  Is  for  che  Fof^er  Sdioot 
Mr.  McCuUom.  cliief  clerk,  in  b^kKruund. 


The  Princii)al  has  full  freedom  of  the  jail  at  all  times.  He  talks 
over  all  the  work  with  each  teacher,  showing  him  or  her  the  purposes, 
plans  and  method-  \vln\-h  seem  best  to  employ.  The  teachers  are 
made  familiar  with  the  principles  upon  which  we  work,  but  are 

eneoura^'ed  to  U'^e  a'>  mtieh  orisxinalitv  :\<  ]>os>ihle  and  no  opjiortunitv 
to  encourage  and  stimulate  the  individuality  oi  a  teacher  is  over- 
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looked.  The  expenses  of  the  school  have  thu>  far  hecn  little  and 
have  been  defrayed  by  the  founder  out  of  his  private  funds. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  strict  care  is  taken  with 
prisoners  where  such  is  required  and  because  Mr.  Foster  has  done 
and  is  doing  these  things  no  one  must  think  that  he  is  remiss  of  duty 
whai  strictness  and  precaution  is  called  for. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

TilK  TKACHKRS. 

The  question  of  teachers  was  at  first  a  dilhcult  one  in  The  Foster 
School.  W'e  had  some  misgivings  about  having  the  inmates  teach 
and  we  were  not  fortunate  at  hrst  in  volunteer  teachers  from  outside. 
One  volunteer  teacher,  a  well-intentioned  social  worker  and  society 
woman,  came  for  a  few  days.  Imt  somehow  the  pupils  did  not  "take 
to  her"  \ery  well.  We  (lo  not  in  the  lea^t  discourage  outside  help, 
hut  ue  feel  that  having  heen  on  the  gronnd  now  more  than  two  vears 
that  our  advice  as  to  material  and  method  has  a  value.  The  f^ood 
lady  felt  that  her  experience  as  a  Latin  teacher  eminently  fitted  her 
to  teach  here.  Of  course  there  are  diflFerences  of  opinion  "even  in 
the  lle•^t  < if  families." 

We  have  heen  fortunate  in  having  the  assistance  of  another  mem- 
ber of  the  High  v^ehool  h'aculty.  who  tells  that  he  i-^  now  "getting 
oiuo  the  jolt."  In  ^electinj^  the  hoys  fn»m  the  Hoys'  High  v'^chonl  for 
teachers  we  ^t»ught  those  who  were  earnest,  serious  and  c<»u]d  make 
themselves  at  home  in  whatever  .surroundings  they  found  themselves. 
These  fellows  were  not  "chicken-hearted,"  but  have  in  them  the  "stutf" 
of  which  real  men  are  made. 

In  selecting  the  teachers  from  among  the  inmates  we  have  made 
two  mistakes  out  of  the  twelve  selections  from  inmates.  The  first 
one  was  a  college  graduate.  'Idiere  was  no  ([ucstion  as  to  his  learning, 
hilt  he  insisted  .  ni  too  nnieh  (►f  technicality  in  his  \v<n-k.  'fn  illu-trate. 
he  JHU  in  the  time  in  Knglisli  in  parsing  words  and  diagraming 
sentences  instead  of  drilling  his  class  in  clear  thinking  and  plain 
speaking.  Then  he  lost  the  confidence  of  the  boys  by  borrowing 
money  and  not  paying  it  back.  He  is  gone  now,  but  we  have  heard 
that  he  is  again  in  "jail"  in  another  city. 

<  )ur  other  failure  disregarded  advice  and  his  class  got  awa}'  from 
him.  He  was  cautioned  that  "talking  of  self"  was  his  greatest 
liahihty.  He  was  told  that  it  was  hest  to  keep  liimself  and  his  affairs 
ill  the  i)ackground.  iiis  disparaging  remarks  ahont  his  wife  caused 
us  to  disi)ense  with  his  services  as  teacher.  W  e  had  selected  him 
because  he  had  a  wide  experience,  had  attended  college  and  had  a 
command  of  w^ords  that  would  help  him  to  attract  attention  anywhere, 
but  he  failed  to  hold  the  confidence  of  his  classes,  and  just  as  High 
School  boys  are  able  to  tell  a  genuine  teacher,  so  these  boys  here 
camiot  be  fooled  either. 

(  )ur  best  teachers  are  those  serious,  still,  unassuming  fellows  who 
have  a  period  i>f  six  months  t>r  more  and  who  go  through  most  of 
the  work,  which  is  review  for  them,  once  as  i)ui)ils,  and  whom  we 
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then  appoint  as  teacher.  One  such  was  P.  J.  This  boy  made  good 
as  a  teacher.  He  planned  and  studied  his  le>sinis  l)eforehand  and 
never  failed  to  interest  his  class.  He  never  had  to  rebuke  anyone. 
They  seemed  to  work  f<^r  him  and  took  delight  in  pleasing  him.  The 
best  result  ^>eemed  to  be  nixni  T.  I.  himself.  He  got  the  idea  he  was 
good  for  something.  He  l^egan  to  think  and  talk  about  iiis  wife  and 
little  girl,  and  about  a  month  before  his  time  was  up  he  asked  the 
privilege  of  learning  the  painter's  trade,  which  was  given,  and  under 
the  instruction  of  the  sanitarian  he  was  given  enough  experience  to 
qualify  him.  He  had  been  an  electrician  and  he  "brushed  up"  on 
that  trade  also,  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  whatever  position  he  might 
obtain  in  either  trade.  \\'hat  teaching  did  for  P.  j.  it  will  do  for 
others.  Responsibility  will  many  times  make  a  man  when  nothing 
else  will,  and  we  plan  to  have  small  classes.  em])Ioving  as  man\'  teach- 
ers as  we  can,  in  order  that  teaching  may  help  to  develop  them. 

One  of  the  best  teachers  we  have  found  was  Daisy  Houston, 
colored.  Notwithstanding  the  charge  against  her,  she  was  a  woman 
with  a  strong  character.  She  did  not  seek  any  favor  and  always  knew 
her  place.  Her  handwriting  was  as  good  as  any  teacher  of  penman- 
ship need  to  liave.  She  was  neat  in  her  appearance.  She  was  quiet 
and  modest.  She  was  kind  and  even  dii)lomatic  in  handling  her 
"pupils,"  and  she  won  their  respect  and  contidencc.  She  soon  caught 
the  spirit  of  The  Foster  School  and  tried  in  every  way  to  work  out 
the  principles  and  follow  the  methods.  She  controlled  the  girls  on 
the  ward  during  the  study  hours  and  the  class  hour  seemed  to  be 
a  time  to  which  they  looked  with  pleasure. 

When  Daisy  went  away  there  was  a  feeling  of  sorrow  not  only 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  Imt  the  teachers  and  officials  as  well. 
She  had  the  good  wisiies  of  everyone  when  she  was  taken  to  hVank- 
fort.  I  visited  her  at  the  Reformatory  some  weeks  later.  The 
Matron  uAd  me  she  was  an  ideal  prisoner  and  had  begun  a  school 
for  colored  women  at  that  institution.  She  will  be  of  valuable  service 
to  the  State,  and  she  will  also  be  an  inspiration  to  those  with  whom 
she  is  associated. 

Another  woman  whom  we  have  found  to  be  a  good  teacher  is 
Lillian  Gardner.  This  little  woman  was  very  unhappy  and  in  a  most 
unsteady  frame  of  mind  during  the  first  month  <»f  her  incarceration. 
Hut  her  (jualities  were  soon  learned  by  the  matrons  and  she  was 
given  responsibilities  which  she  carried  well.  She  became  interested 
in  the  school  and  I  asked  her  if  she  would  like  to  teach.  This  seemed 
to  "lift  a  load"  from  her  mind  and  soon  she  had  planned  a  course  in 
sewing  for  the  girls,  and  at  once  each  girl  in  jail  was  at  work  on 
some  i^iece  of  wearing  apparel  or  some  useful  thing  for  the  house. 
1  planned  a  course  of  study  for  her  to  give  to  the  class  and  she  is 
getting  some  hue  work  in  writing  and  figuring  from  the  colored 
as  well  as  white  girls.  She  is  even  teaching  one  of  the  matrons  the 
art  of  making  a  dress.  She  is  now  in  a  ha])]>y  frame  <^f  mind  and 
her  employment  dispels  the  gloom.  She  is  doing  a  vahial>le  service 
here  and  her  mind  is  beginning  to  turn  upon  what  she  hopes  to  do  for 
her  children  when  she  leaves  here. 
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\Vg  could  speak  of  other  teachers  but  space  prevents.  Sometimes 
we  fail  with  our  teachers,  as  we  have  pointed  out,  but  80  per  cent,  of 
them  succeed,  and  we  think  tliat  warrants  the  idea  of  having  them 
do  the  work,  although  we  will  not  be  w  edded  to  any  rule. 

^  Note — Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  Foster  plans  to  have  everv 
"tier  boss"  a  teacher  and  each  man  selected  shall  have  some  educational 
qualifications  so  tiiat  he  may  be  able  to  direct  each  person  in  some 
school  work  whidi  may  do  him  good  when  his  ''time  is  up." 

CHAPTER  XV. 

SOME  FORMKR  PUPILS. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  several  of  the  "pui)i!s"  of  The 
Foster  School,  and  it  might  be  interesting  to  speak  of  the  others. 
I.  B.  C,  known  as  "Mamma  D,"  has  b^  a  notorious  character. 
She  had  been  arrested  and  had  ridden  in  one  of  the  patrol  wagons 
so  often  that  the  wagon  was  named  "Mamma  D"  in  her  honor.  She 
peddled  morjihine  to  the  negro  houses  of  prostitution  and  was  in 
every  way  a  low  character.  The  last  time  she  was  brought  here  she 
was  in  an  ugly  frame  of  mind  and  all  persuasion  and  every  form 
of  discipline  availed  nothing.  She  fought  the  guards  and  staved 
in  a  violent  passion  until  the  last  resort  had  to  be  taken.  She  was 
sent  to  the  "hole"  to  "think  things  over,"  After  about  four  hours 
she  was  asked  if  she  would  behave  if  she  was  brought  out.  She 
went  on  another  tirade  and  was  allowed  to  continue  to  "think  things 
over."  At  the  end  of  ten  hours  she  called  for  the  Jailer  and  said: 
"Pioss,  if  vou  will  take  me  out  of  here  I  will  do  whatever  vou  want 
me  to  do."  She  was  brought  up  and  with  about  ten  davs' of  quiet 
and  regular  hours,  good  food  and  daily  baths,  she  began 'to  act  like 
a^  real  human  being.  She  was  allowed  to  go  along  with  the  other 
girls  to  school.  I  noticed  that  she  began  to  watch  tiiem  after  a  few 
days  and  one  day  I  said  to  her:  "Let  me  see  you  write  your  name." 
She  replied:  "I  never  done  that  in  all  my  days.  I  makes  my  mark." 
I  wrote  her  name  and  showed  it  to  her  and  'then  persuaded  her  to 
try  to  copy  it.  After  several  days  she  was  able  to  make  a  good 
imitation  of  the  original.  After  a  week  T  noticed  that  she  seemed 
to  sit  up  straighter  and  had  a  more  animatcfl  look  on  her  face.  She 
had  b^n  to  take  a  little  more  pride  in  her  clothes,  such  as  they 
were.  The  Matrons  remarked  of  the  care  she  began  to  take  in  the 
seeing  that  the  jail  was  scrubbed  so  clean.  She  seemed  to  begin 
to  take  a  pride  in  the  institution.  I  will  not  forget  a  scene  on  the  day 
the  luncheon  for  social  workers  was  given  in  the  jail.  The  tables 
were  l)eing  ])repared  by  the  inmates  and  T.  B.  C.  and  another  girl 
had  been  told  to  take  charge  of  the  "silver."  She  was  considerably 
**dolled  up"  on  this  day,  and  while  proudlv  placing  the  silver  she 
was  heard  to  say  to  her  partner:  "I'se  de  boss  of  de  knives,  vou'se 
de  boss  of  the  forks,  and  you  see  dat  big  man  over  dere,  well,  he's 
Mr.  Foster,  he's  de  big  boss." 

The  day  before  I.  B.  C.  was  taken  to  Frankfort  she  called  for 
Mr.  Foster  and  in  her  appeal  to  be  allowed  to  stay  here  die  said: 
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**Oh,  Mr.  Foster,  don't  let  them  take  me  away,  you  saw  me  when 

I  came,  look  at  me  now,  and  I  can  write  my  name.  I  want  to  stay 
and  go  to  school/'  As  she  stepped  out  of  jail  next  day  she  read  the 
street  signs  and  spelled  out  the  names  of  the  business  places  near. 
Although  she  must  be  50  years  of  age  she  had  become  a  child  again. 

*'L.  B."  was  another  colored  pupil.  She  never  knew  a  single 
letter  of  the  alphabet.  She  was  a  young  woman,  not  gone  far  enough 
down  to  be  classed  among  the  regular  **guests"  at  the  jail.  She  did 
not  appear  to  have  alert  mental  ability.  But  she  became  so  much 
interested  in  her  school  work  that  she  spent  all  her  time  at  it  except 
when  doing  her  cleaning  work  on  the  ward.  "Daisy"  was  her  teacher, 
and  to  her  the  credit  is  due  for  what  Lizzie  Bradley  accomplished.  At 
our  commencement  slie  received  the  medal  for  mental  and  moral 
progress,  given  by  Mr.  Foster  to  the  woman  who  had  made  the  most 
progress  this  year.    Mr.  Foster  received  these  letters  from  her: 

No.  1. 

Louisville,  Ky,,  Dec.  14,  1915. 

Mr.  Chas.  C.  Foster, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Dear  Sir: 

1  thought  I  would  write  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  how 
I  am  getting  along  in  school.  You  can  see  for  yourself  how  1  have 
improved  in  wntmg.  Thanking  you  for  all  your  kindness  towards 
me  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

Lizzie  BRADi.Ky. 

No.  2. 

Mr,  C.  C.  Foster, 

Kind  Sir: 

As  1  am  now  about  to  make  my  departaure  I  thought  I  would 
thank  you  for  giving  me  the  privilege  to  learn  tc  read  and  write, 
which  sliall  be  so  much  benefit  to  me  and  never  shall  forget  who 
was  so  kind  to  give  me  the  optunity  to  learn.  1  also  thank  you  for 
remembering  us  during  hollie  days.  I  hope  you  success  in  your 
under  takings.  LizziE  Bradlky. 

Among  the  white  girls  "L.  S."  is  a  good  example  of  what  might 
be  done  bv  a  Foster  School.  "L."  did  not  know  her  letters.  One 
day  she  asked  Daisy  to  write  her  name  for  her.  She,  L..  began  by 
making  copies  and  soon  she  was  making  all  the  letters.  Within  a 
month  she  had  prc^essed  enough  to  write  a  letter  to  her  husband, 
who,  when  he  received  it,  came  to  the  jail  to  see  if  it  was  really 
true  that  she  had  written  the  letter.  This  woman  learned  how  to 
be  a  good  cleaner  while  here,  and  when  her  time  was  up  she  went 
away  with  her  husband  with  every  appearance  of  being  a  better 
woman. 

Among  the  men  I  ha\e  already  spoken  of  a  colored  fellow  who 
became  a  good  engineer  under  Mr.  Gilchriest's  charge. 

Let  me  now  tell  about  "E.  A."  He  is  a  white  boy  who  is  a  member 
of  one  of  the  famous  feud  families  of  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
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mountains.  E.  A.,  when  the  family  was  scattered,  landed  in  Louis- 
ville, and  after  a  year  or  so  got  married  to  a  Louisville  girl.  His 
story  is  told  in  an  English  exercise  entitled  **The  greatest  event  in 
my  life,"  which  we  here  copy: 

"Jan.  18,  1916. 

"the  greatest  event  in  my  tlFE. 
**Jan.  17  1915  I  was  engaged  to  be  married  and  oh  how  happy  I 
felt  real  good  to  think  of  getting  married.  Well  I  gos  and  gets  mar- 
ried and  undertakes  to  board  with  my  mouthering  law  and  Ah,  God, 
I  soon  found  out  that  that  wasn't  any  life  for  a  man  for  the  reason 
why  I  tliought  so  it  seemed  as  I  must  do  all  the  work.  Here  is  what 
.1  had  to  do  when  J  came  in  from  my  work  at  the  place  where  T  was 
working  studdy  trying  to  get  the  money  so  J  could  live  to  myself  and 
when  1  was  almost  run  down  and  when  my  mouthering  law  would 
brag  both  water  buckets  and  say  *I  wish  you  would  get  up  nights 
water  so  I  wont  halft  to  carry  it  and  as  soon  as  I  would  get  in  the 
house  \\  ith  m\  water  buckets  then  she  would  ask  me  to  get  in  wood 
and  coal  so  1  never  did  get  any  rest  at  all  and  so  I  speaks  to  my  wife 
ahmit  all  this  A\drk  I  Avas  having  to  do  and  then  she  ask  her  mother 
that  I  shouldent  have  all  this  work  ^vhen  1  was  paying  mv  board  so 
then  she  thought  1  mu>t  for  I  was  one  of  the  family  but  T  didn't  think 
so  and  they  had  a  big  ourgimcnt  and  while  1  was  listening  1  got  ar- 
rested and  landed  in  jail  and  1  guess  thev  are  auguring  vet. 

"E.  A." 

E.  A,,  it  seemed,  worked  in  a  nursery.  We  taught  him  to  write 
letters  about  trees,  to  make  out  orders  f(^r  many  trees  and  to  write 
letters  as  if  he  were  trying  to  make  a  sale.  He  was  also  shown  about 
what  would  be  required  to  send  a  consignment  of  trees  to  some  dis- 
tant town.  We  have  not  heard  from  him  since  he  left  and  he  has  not 
been  a  "guest"  since. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  fellows  to  me  was  R.  P.  This  fellow 
folbiwed  carpentry  through  the  week  and  preached  on  Sunday.  He 
was  originally  an  illiterate  mountain  boy.  In  school  he  was  not  able 
to  figure  mucli  except  "in  his  head."  He  was  drilled  in  making  simj^le 
plans  for  small  buildings  and  figuring  costs.  The  hrst  time  I  heard 
him  in  the  English  class  1  was  much  interested  and  amused.  The 
subject  for  the  day  was,  "Is  the  Moving  Picture  a  Good  Thing  for 
the  People?"  Brother  P.  chose  to  speak  on  the  negative.  He  b^an 
slowly,  and  then,  ''getting  up  steam,"  he  rose  into  a  religiously  emo- 
tional fervor,  during  which  he  repeated  his  arguments  the  third  time, 
and  when  his  strength  was  gone  and  he  had  begun  to  see  that  he  was 
amusing  the  class  he  "slowed  (Unvn'"  and  sto])ped.  1  had  not  heard 
anything  like  that  since  as  a  boy  I  used  to  go  to  the  old  hardshell 
liaptist  church  near  our  home  in  the  country.  Of  course  Brother  P. 
was  in  earnest,  and  no  doubt  that  style  has  yet  its  appeal.  But  we 
tried  to  show  him  how  to  outline  his  talks  and  impressed  him  with 
the  idea  that  he  must  stick  to  his  text  and  when  he  had  said  his  sermon 
he  must  sit  down.  The  last  time  I  heard  him  he  had  cau|^t  the  idea. 
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Not  long  ago  I  met  him  on  the  street  and  he  said  he  was  working 
every  day  and  preaching  on  Sunda} . 

C.  W.  was  a  fine  young  fellow  and  got  into  bad  companv  and 
finally  landed  here.  Me  might  have  kept  on  "sliding."  but  The  Foster 
School  threw  out  the  line  and  he  was  ])ulled  in.  Mis  own  testimony 
in  the  form  of  a  letter  is  the  best  evidence,  as  follows: 

 ,  Ohio,  Feb.  28,  1916, 

"Air.  Geo.  Ragsdale. 

"Louisville,  Ky. 

"My  Dear  Sir: 

''Am  in   ,  Ohio,  working  for  the   

people.  Thought  I  would  have  more  show  away  from  Louisville 
because  of  m\-  past  trouble  there.  Am  getting  along  O.  K.  and  hope 
to  have  my  wife  and  child  with  me  ere  long.  Give  the  school,  "Foster 
School,"  my  regards.  I  praise  same  wherever  I  may  lie.  as  I  for  one 
was  greatly  heljied  by  it.  tlianks  to  your  interest.  Please  write  me 
a  line,  as  I  surely  would  love  to  hear  from  vou.  \o\\  must  excuse  bad 
writing,  ^Ir.  Ragsdale,  but  it  really  seems  as  tho  1  cannot  get  my 
hands  warm  this  eve.  How  is  the  school  getting  along?  Mow  far 
have  they  gotten  in  civics  ?  Now  please  write  as  I  am  really  anxioiis 
to  hear  from  you,  I  must  close  now.   Let  me  remain, 

"Respectfully,  Your  Ex-Pupiju/' 

We  might  go  on  with  these  cases,  but  some  of  them  are  so  well 
known  to  the  local  public  that  an  exact  description  here  might  be 
embarrassing  to  them,  and  we  therefore  refrain.  Enough,  however, 
has  been  said  to  show  that  a  jail  under  competent  and  conscientious 
management  l^ecomes  not  only  the  corrective  but  the  reformatory 
institution  for  the  community.  Even  one  1)oy  or  one  girl  pulled  back 
into  line  is  worth  all  the  time  and  work,  and  the  letter  from  "C.  H." 
hoping  to  have  his  "wife  and  child"  again  with  him  to  start  life  over 
IS  a  happy  compensation. 

CHAFfER  XVI. 

Tin-:  nocToR  ijov. 

Where  there  are  t(»gether  two  hundred  ])eople.  a  large  majority 
of  whom  are  arrested  for  drunkenness  and  those  addicted  to  the  use 
of  drugs,  there  will  be  need  of  constant  medical  attendance.  The  jail 
physician  has  his  hours  at  the  jail  and  may  be  called  at  any  time  to 
attend  any  sick  prisoner.  But  the  ''Doctor  Hoy"  is  in  constant  at- 
tendance. He  is  always  a  fellow  who  has  some  time  to  do.  is  a  re- 
lial)le  fellow  against  whom  there  is  no  mark  of  discipline,  intelligent 
and  inclined  to  take  an  interest  in  j^eople  who  need  attention.  He  has 
sometimes  had  some  medical,  hospital  or  i)harmaceutical  experience. 
If  lie  has  not  had  it.  his  exi)erience  as  "D(")Ctor  r>oy"  in  the  jail  is  a 
good  preliminary  training  for  work  of  that  kind.  If  there  is  a  sick 
man  in  jail  he  is  put  in  the  ho.sintal  ward  and  instructions  as  to  medi- 
cine and  projjer  care  is  given  the  "Doctor  Boy"  who  is  to  kee])  close 
watch  over  the  patient.  At  any  hour  of  the  day  a  person  is  likely  to 
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be  brought  in  who  has  been  cut  up  or  beaten  up  in  a  fight  If  the 
wounds  are  very  serious  the  person  is  sent  to  the  City  Hospital,  where 
there  are  the  best  facilities  for  caring  for  them.  All  slight  cases  are, 
however,  attended  to  by  the  "Doctor  Boy/'  and  the  attention  of  the 
jail  i)hysician  is  called  to  them  upon  his  next  visit.  The  "Doctor  Boy" 
has  full  charge  of  the  jail  drug  store  and  the  surgical  room.  Both 
are  well  fitted  to  satisfy  any  needs  of  the  ])atients.  Not  long  a^o  a 
prisoner  was  sent  to  the  City  Hos])ital  for  an  o])eration  for  a]^pen(!i- 
citis,  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  returned  to  the  jail,  where  he  is  being 
cared  for  by  the  "Doctor  Boy."  The  present  "Doctor  Boy"  has  a 
valuable  experience,  has  proven  himself  very  capable  and  intends  to 
finish  his  course  in  the  School  of  Pharmac\-.  He  hopes  to  receive 
one  year's  credit  for  the  work  and  training  which  he  has  had  as  "Doc- 
tor 1)oy"  in  The  Foster  School.  \\  hate\  er  recommendation  he  asks 
will  he  given  by  the  Jailer  and  the  jail  physician. 

W'c  are  told  many  valuable  things  by  the  jail  ])hysician  which  the 
public  ought  to  knt)\\ .  The  doctor  ought  to  write  a  book.  He  could 
throw  some  valuable  light  on  cases  of  insanity  in  the  courts.  He  can 
give  some  good  advice  on  the  treatment  of  opium  and  morphine  fiends. 
One  rule  of  treatment  for  morphine  fiends  is  not  to  cure  them  bv  the 
use  of  morphine.  In  one  case  a  former  Jailer  had  insisted  that  a 
certain  "fiend"  be  given  morphine  so  that  lier  ravings  and  her  n<)ise 
might  be  stoi)i)ed.  The  doctor  said  nothing,  hut  ])roreeded  to  inject 
pure  water  into  the  woman's  arm.  and  continued  this  treatment  for 
several  weeks.  A\'hen  the  time  came  for  the  woman  to  l)e  released 
she  thanked  the  doctor  for  his  kindness  and  his  treatment.  whereui)on 
he  said:  '*You  are  cured  of  the  morphine  habit;  you  have  had 
nothing  but  pure  water  injected  into  your  arm  by  me."  The  woman 
was  so  overcome  that  she  fell  u])on  her  knees  and  prayed. 

We  h:\yc  licard  from  reliable  sources  that  she  now  goes  among 
lier  friends  telling  them  she  has  been  cured  and  pleads  witli  them 
never  to  use  morphine. 

CHAPTER  XVH. 

THK  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Regularly  at  I  ;30  p.  m.  each  Sunday  all  prisoners,  except  those 
who  because  of  sickness  are  not  able  to  leave  their  cells  and  those 
whose  religion  prevents,  are  gathered  into  the  chapel  for  religious 

exercises.  These  exercises  are  conducted  by  the  chaplain.  The 
peo])]e  of  Jefferson  County  have  looked  well  to  the  spiritual  interests 
of  the  i)ris<^ners  and  caused  the  law  t(^  require  the  ap])ointment  of  a 
chaplain  at  a  ^alarv  of  S400.00  per  year  to  conduct  religious  services 
once  per  week.  The  singing  at  these  exercises  is  remarkable.  The 
volume  would  not  he  excelled  by  a  large  audience  of  one  thousand  or 
more.  There  are  generally  some  fine  singers  who  can  sing  solos  equal 
to  a  paid  soloist  and  they  are  always  willing  to  perform.  There  are 
many  special  speakers  at  the  Sunday  services  and  many  prisoners  are 
led  to  better  thinking  and  living  by  these  services. 
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The  Foster  School  has  during  the  past  year  taken  opportunity  to 
hold  several  programs  which  have  been  inspiring  to  all  who  attend. 
The  next  year  at  least  one  patriotic  and  civic  program  will  be  held 
each  month.  The  past  year  the  first  ]:)rogram  was  on  February  12 
in  celebration  of  Lincoln's  l)irthday.  Besides  the  singing  of  jxitriotic 
songs,  addresses  snital)le  to  the  audience,  such  as  "Lessons  Learned 
from  Lincoln's  Life."  in  which  was  jxtinted  how  Lincoln  n^Q  from 
poverty,  how  he  was  known  as  'ih>neNt  Abe,"  how  his  life  was  a 
life  of  service.  On  Washington's  birthday  appropriate  exercises  were 
held.  Washington's  place  in  history  as  well  as  his  example  of  man- 
hood was  pointed  out.  On  April  13th  Jefferson's  birthday  was  cele- 
brated with  a  program  in  which  his  i)lace  as  America's  greatest 
political  philoso]  ^  and  the  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence were  made  important.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  the  program 
consisted  of  i>atrii>tic  songs  and  an  address  by  ]\Irs.  James  A.  Leech, 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  j^n^minent 
in  club  circles  of  the  city.  Her  subject  was  "The  Patriotism  of  the 
Flag."  'I'here  was  a  special  program  on  Flower  Mission  Day.  Bishop 
Charles  \\'oodcock  addressed  the  assembly  on  another  day. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  programs  was  held  on  June  16th, 
which  we  called  "Commencement  Day."  Dr.  E.  L.  Powell  made  the 
chief  address.  Father  Riley,  of  Shelbyville,  was  present  and  made 
a  short  address.  The  princii)al  of  the  school  gave  a  short  history  of 
The  Foster  v^cliool  and  told  of  the  work  done  during  the  year.  Jailer 
Foster  presided  and  i^resented  medals  to  the  man  and  woman  who 
had  made  the  most  i>rogress  in  The  Foster  School  during  the  year. 

For  the  summer  term  of  school  we  have  been  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing the  Judge  of  the  Criminal  Court  to  give  a  series  of  lectures  on 
civics.    The  sul)iect  of  Judge  Robinson's  lectures  are: 

No.  L  "'Hie  Nature  of  Government."  In  this  lecture  the  Judge 
explained  the  necessity  and  origin  of  government,  the  general  structure 
of  go\  ernment  and  the  relation  of  the  individual  to  the  government. 

No.  2.    "The  Nature  of  Criminal  Law"  will  be  his  next  subject. 

No.  3.    Will  be  on  "The  Rights  of  the  Accused." 

No.  4.   Will  be  on  "The  Best  Defense." 

In  these  lectures  he  will  not  go  into  a  technical  discussion  .  f  his 
subject,  but  will  gauge  his  lecture  to  the  ability  of  his  hearer>.  draw- 
ing whatever  lessons  that  will  give  them  a  better  knowledge  of  and 
attitude  toward  righteous  living.  The  prisoners  will  come  to  see  that 
the  officers  of  the  law.  even  the  judges  who  sentence  them,  are  not  an 
enemv  but  a  friend,  'i^he  Judge  will  have  the  opportunity  of  studymg 
the  prisoner  outside  of  the  courtroom  and  away  from  the  prosecutor, 
who  may  be  trying  to  make  him  out  a  bad  character,  and  away  from 
the  attofney  for  the  defense,  who  may  be  trying  to  make  him  out  a 

good  citizen.  . 

During  the  next  vear  at  least  one  civic  and  patriotic  program  will 
be  held  each  month  and  more  than  one  series  of  lectures  will^  l)e  given 
by  public-spirited  citizens  on  social  and  civic  subjects.^^  Ihe  inain 
idea  in  all  this  is  to  keep  constantly  before  the  'pupils'  "  mmd  their 
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relations  and  duties  to  society;  their  duty  to  know  and  respect  the 
rights  of  others.  Out  of  this  it  is  hoped  to  give  someone  a  higher 
vision  of  life  than  he  has  known  and  awaken  the  slumbering  good 
that  dwells  even  in  the  lowest  creature  of  human  form. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

TIIK  r.r.M-RAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  PUNISHMENT. 

In  anv  well-ordered  social  group  or  unit  of  government  there  must 
be  law.  Every  law  must  have  a  dynamic  or  sanction  if  its  to  be  et- 
fective.  The  sanction  of  the  law  must  be  natural;  that  is.  a  statute 
ought  not  to  contravene  any  natural  law.  We  can  say  that  there  is 
no  idea  that  does  not  have  a  physical  or  natural  origin.  A  laxx  shouid 
have  the  economic  sanction;  that  is,  it  ought  not  to  cost  arge  simis 
S  money  in  its  execution.  A  law  should  have  the  ".oral  ^J^^ 
that  is,  it  ought  to  (originate  in  the  soundest  morality.^  A  law  should 
have  the  legfl  sanction;  that  is,  it  should  be  passed  m  <i«e  foi™  by 
a  properlv  constituted  legal  body  and  be  in  accordance  with  all  con- 
stLionai  provision.  A  law  should  have  the  popular  ^anct'^^^^ 
is  It  should  meet  the  approval  of  at  least  the  majority  of  the  people, 
and  all  people  should  be  willing  to  obey  the  law  and  join  in  it>  exe.^ 
tion  A  law  should  have  the  sanction  of  force:  that  is,  tiiere  should 
be  the  nhvsical  strength  in  the  government  to  meet  the  test  ot  coer- 
dorr  aw  should  have  the  sanction  of  fear;  that  is  there  Jou^d 
Wich  penaltv  attached  for  the  disobedience  of  the  law  Aat  ^ 
Ih-ead  or  fear  of  the  penalty  will  cause  all  to  obey  the  law.  It  is  be- 
cause of  this  last  sanction  that  punishment  is  necessary. 

In  the  brst  known  law  of  mankind,  the  Code  of  Hainurabi,  written 
in  2250  B  C,  the  spirit  of  punishment  was  purelv  that  of  revenge 
'Wye  for  an  eye  aid  a  tooth  for  a  tooth  "   The  Mosaic  Code,  based 
uj^n  the  Code,  had  the  same  motive.    In  those  ancient 

dS?s  if  a  man  killed  a  man  the  dutv  of  the  dead  man  s  relatives  ^^  as 
to  go  at  once  and  kill  the  murderer.  This  same  >pint  is  yet  manifest 
S^e^^now  in  the  attitude  and  purp<..e  of  some  prosecuting  witnes^s^ 
So^uetiiues  it  mav  be  seen  in  an  over-zealous  prosecutor.  Generdly 
thi  Tthe  spirit  of  the  mob  when  it  takes  a  man  from  ^  jail  and  h^^^ 
him  It  is  seldom  seen  in  the  law  or  seldom  animates  the  man  m 
whose  charge  an  offender  is  held  for  tnal  or  punishment. 

A  second  principle  upon  which  punishment  i^'^^f^f  'I  .^'^^^ 
tection  of  society.    One  of  the  highest  purposes  of  the  State  a>  ot 
he  2^^^^^^^^       is  to  perpetuate  itself..   In  a  ^^^^^^^^^J^^ 
America  everv  individual  becomes  an  integral  part  of  the  -<^^/''^ J;^^^^ 
wSch  divides  itself  into  units  for  the  ditterent  purposes  o/  go^^rn- 
ment    S  of  these  units  has  its  special  government  and  its  special 
^T'  ^^?^ave  <HU-sclves  into  a  city  for  the  pu^ose  of  having 

n  sine'  s  rdati<.n<.  f<.r  building  streets  and  having  light  and  so  on_ 
a      irta  1     rdinances  are  passed  that  we  must  all  respect  if  each  o 
us  s  io  e l  ov  his  rights.    In  like  manner  we  have  the  Commonwealth 
and  tie  Natio^   K  one  of  the  individuals  of  the  governmenul  umt 
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takes  the  life  of  another  he  takes  the  first  step  toward  tlie  destruction 
of  the  whole  group  of  society,  lie  can.  therefore,  he  said  to  be  the 
enemy  of  societ} ,  and  society,  for  self-i)rotection,  must  take  him  in 
custody  that  it  may  not  be  destroyed  but  may  be  perpetual. 

A  third  principle  or  purpose  of  punishment  is  what  we  know  in 
religious  terminology  as  repentance.  It  was  preached  for  many  cen- 
turies that  ^-rcj^entance  was  necessary  for  remission  of  sins/'  We 
can  yet  hear  of  that  doctrine.  Anything  that  is  so  old  must  be  funda- 
mental. \\  hatever  \  aUie  it  may  have  or  have  had  in  religion,  it  still 
has  a  value  as  a  i)art  of  the  psvchological  i)rocess  necessarv  to  ef- 
fective puni>ln:cnt.  ^\'herever  a  man  w  ho  has  disoheved  the  law  is 
placed  he  ought  to  liave  whatever  surroundings  or  devices  that  will 
cau.se  him  to  think  over  his  wrong  and  bring  him  to  such  a  rcaHza- 
tion  of  the  fact  that  he  has  taken  the  right  of  another  that  he  will 
feel  tliat  he  (^uglit  to  make  some  replacement  or  restitution  which  we 
will  call  a  fourth  principle  of  punishment. 

\\'hen  a  man's  property  is  taken  he  is  entitled  to  have  it  restored 
Fnit  there  urav  l)e  those  to  whom  he  was  obligated.  He  may  have  had 
a  ^vIfe  or  children  whom  he  was  l)ound  by  the  most  solemn  legal  and 
natural  obligations  to  su])port.  Those  to  whom  he  was  oWigated  are 
entitled  to  restitution  or  compensation,  and  the  law  of  punishment 
ought  to  take  the  rights  of  these  into  consideration  when  it  is  made. 

A  fifth  principle  upon  which  the  law  of  punishment  should  be 
based  is  that  of  reformation.  If  ever\  person  who  "goes  wrong" 
should  stay  ''wrong'*  it  would  not  be  long  until  no  one  would  be  right 
If  the  population  of  a  city  is  280,000,  and  7,000  people  are  put  in  jail 
m  a  year,  m  forty  years  the  whole  population  would  be  in  jail  So- 
ciety, therefore,  to  preserve  itself  must  bring  its  erring  ones  back  into 
Ime.  It  must  make  them  sustaining  elements,  or  the  burden  of  taking 
care  of  the  dangerous  i)art  of  society  will  ])ecome  overwhelming, 
Iherefore.  the  fewer  criminals  the  greater  will  be  the  number  of  those 
upon  whom  society  can  rest  securely.  The  fewer  the  criminal  class 
the  greater  will  be  the  number  of  productive  elements  of  societv 
The  State  must  therefore  reform  all  it  can  in  order  to  make  itself 
strong. 

The  methods  of  punishment  throughout  history  have  been  numer- 
ous, but  are  easily  classified  under  four  heads.   In  all  times  corporal 

punislvrent,  by  various  means  too  numenxis  to  mention,  has  been 
customary  not  <mW  in  the  family,  but  in  all  the  larger  units  of  societv. 
At  one  time  there  were  one  hundred  and  liftv-four  ''crimes"  for  which 
a  person  might  be  put  to  death.  Now  in  Kentucky  there  are  onlv 
three,  and  in  some  States  the  death  penalt\-  is  not  inflicted.  Xow  no 
forms  of  torture  are  allowed  and  in  the  family  life  "'spanking  '  is  sel- 
dom practiced. 

Another  form  of  punishment  has  been  psychological  device.  In 
the  colonial  days  it  was  a  frequent  thing  to  see  a  woman  forced  to 
stand  in  front  of  her  door  all  day  with  a  placard  on  which  was  written 
"_^COT.D."  The  idea  was  to  shame  her  into  having  a  quiet,  "sweet'* 
disposition.    Xow,  a  boy  when  he  is  made  to  wear  a  dress  considers 


Principles  of  Punishment 


61 


himself  severely  i)unished.  But  even  these  methods  of  punishment 
are  becoming  more  mild. 

A  third  method  of  punishment  is  that  of  detention.  To  detain  or 
isolate  one  is  a  frequent  and  effective  form  of  punishment.  Its  most 
telling  effect  is  in  the  fact  that  one  is  deprived  of  his  right  to  society; 
that  is,  his  right  to  be  with  whomsoever  he  pleases.  It  also  causes 
one  to  think  over  the  cause  for  his  detention.  It  gives  him  time  to 
resolve  and  plan  for  better  or  for  worse.  It  is  mental  rather  than 
physical  in  its  application,  and  because  of  this  is  the  most  effective 
method. 

A  fourth  method  of  punishment  is  that  of  'Svork.''  This  is  more 
or  less  modern.  Jails  and  ])enitentiaries  formerly  were  tilled  with 
people  with  nothing  to  do.  Georgia.  Au>tralia  and  (jther  places  were 
colonies  planted  for  the  puri)ose  of  putting  people  in  the  jails  of 
England  to  work.  In  all  our  penitentiaries  and  workhouses  it  is  the 
main  purpose  and  method  of  punishment,  and  its  universal  practice 

proves  its  value. 

In  all  the  units  of  government,  from  the  individual  to  the  nation, 
there  are  some  of  these  forms  of  punishment.  The  individual  pun- 
ishes himself  by  self-denial  and  mental  device.  In  the  family  we 
have  all  the  forms  in  limited  degrees.  To  our  mind  those  things 
which  cause  a  child  to  think  are  most  effective.  Con)oral  punisliinent 
too  often  awakens  a  spirit  of  resentment.  'IMie  nature  of  children 
ought  to  be  studied  bv  parents  and  that  corrective  method  adopted 
which  will,  with  least  show  of  punishment,  correct  the  fault  and  yet 
be  a  sure  cure. 

In  the  school  it  has  always  been  mv  plan  to  get  the  boy  where  he 
is  easily  touched.  In  a  High  School  of  1,600  boys  there  are  some  dif- 
ficult propositions.  One  of  the  mo<t  effective  methods  in  ''getting" 
a  boy  is  to  let  him  know  that  you  are  -taking  his  record."  For  the 
last  ten  years  I  have  made  a  record  of  every  time  I  have  had  to  in 
any  way'  discipline  a  bov.  A  boy  likes  to  know  that  his  record  is 
clean.  I  believe  it  is  his  right  to  see  that  record  whenever  he  wishes. 
It  is  his,  not  the  teacher's  record.  He  values  it  very  highly.  He  does 
not  want  to  go  down  on  the  books  as  having  had  a  bad  record.  He 
likes  to  be  classed  with  the  best  of  the  class.  Then  he  knows  if  he 
ever  comes  to  a  showdown  and  the  teacher  wants  to  take  action  for 
his  expulsion  that  the  **goods  are  on  him."  Other  ways  of  school 
punishment  are  so  numerous  and  differ  with  every  teacher  that  the 
subject  of  school  punishment  might  fill  a  good-sized  volume. 

In  the  club  ]nmishment  generally  consists  in  loss  of  influence,  fine, 

hazing  or  cxi)ulsion.  *     j  ^ 

In  a  neighborhood  or  community  the  persons  who  do  not  con- 
form to  the  standards  of  the  residents  are  generally  treated  by  un- 
friendly conduct  or  social  ostracism. 

The  church  reprimands,  excommunicates  or  expels. 

The  political  partv  punishes  bv  loss  of  influence  or  loss  of  office. 

The  justice  of  a  magisterial  district  may  assess  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing ^lOOiOO  or  fifty  days  in  jail,  or  both. 
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The  Judge  of  the  Police  Court  ma}-  assess  the  same  penaUy  as 
the  Magistrate.  He  may  place  a  person"  under  a  thousand-dollar  bond 
for  one  year  and  the  person  may  lessen  the  time  to  six  months  hy 
good  behavior  in  case  he  cannot  give  bail  and  has  to  go  to  jail  He 
ma)  submit  the  case  from  time  to  time,  meanwhile  keeping  tab  on 
the  accused  and  causing  him  to  report  to  him  at  stated  times. 

The  County  Judge  is  also  the  Judge  of  the  Juvenile  Court  and 
may,  in  cases  of  contributing  to  the  delinquency  of  a  child,  impose 
a  Hne  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00)  and  hfty  days 
in  the  jail  or  the  workhcnise. 

The  Judge  of  the  Criminal  Division  of  the  Circuit  Court,  on  behalf 
of  the  Commonwealth,  may  sentence  a  i^erson  to  the  electric  chair  or 
life  imprisonment.    He  may  assess  a  hue  or  give  him  a  jail  sentence. 

The  United  States  Court  may  try  cases  of  criminal  nature  under 
tile  Federal  law  and  may  assess  luies  and  impose  penitentiary 
sentences. 

It  is  evident  that  the  legal  units  of  society  have  less  latitude  in  the 
variety  of  punishment  than  those  units  of  society  which  are  the  crea- 
ticMi  of  custom.  For  the  judge  there  is  only  fine,  imprisonment  and 
death.  While  the  social  units  of  society  cannot  impose  severe  penal- 
ties, the  penalty  generally  suits  the  case.  Boys  find  natural  and  ef- 
fective ways  of  discipline  among  themselves.  Leave  a  case  to  them 
and  they  will  not  go  wrong  in  settling  it.  They  will  generally  suit 
the  punishment  to  the  case.  \\*e  have  ])reviously  said  that  each  per- 
son is  different  from  every  other  person.  What  will  reach  one  ])crson 
will  not  reach  another.  Even  in  the  same  family,  children  are  found 
who  are  very  unlike,  and  a  way  of  handling  one  child  will  do  no  good 
with  another.  So  with  adults.  A  fine  of  $19.00  may  be  sufficient  to 
keep  one  man  from  committing  a  wrong,  but  upon  another  it  may 
have  no  effect  whatever.  What  is  the  effect  of  a  fine,  anyway?  It 
may  be  said  the  expenses  of  the  c(^nrts  must  be  paid,  and  that  is  true. 
The  fines  from  the  City  Court  of  Louisville  do  pay  all  the  expenses 
of  the  court  and  its  officials.  Hut  what  does  it  do  for  the  family  of 
the  man  who  i)ays  the  fine  or  for  his  creditors?  And  for  most  per- 
sons it  is  not  a  sufficient  reminder  to  act  as  a  deterrent.  While  a 
fine  answers  to  the  principle  that  a  man  must  restore  to  society  the 
a>st  his  crime  has  inflicted  upon  it,  there  is  nothing  in  a  fine  that 
causes  him  to  think  it  over  and  determine  to  do  better  except  the  fear 
of  having  to  pay  another  fine.  What  a  man  appreciates  most,  he  is 
most  zealous  in  caring  for.  and  if  a  punishment  in  any  way  affects 
this  most  a])])reciated  object  he  is  most  likelv  not  to  commit  an  act 
which  will  take  it  away.  Therefore,  there  ought  to  l)e  given  to  a 
judge  greater  latitude  in  fixing  a  penalt\  so  that  the  penalty  will  suit 
the  case  and  prevent  the  individual  from  repeating  the  act. 

In  a  long-term  ])enitentiary  sentence  the  principle  of  protection 
to  society  is  the  main  idea.  Reformatit»n  is  not  a  mere  question  of 
time.  It  is  a  problem  of  psychology.  Many  times  a  man  has  reformed 
long  before  his  time  is  up.   If  he  had  a  chance  to  begin  life  over  in 
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The  Judge  of  the  Police  Cinirt  may  as>css  the  >ame  penalty  as 
the  Magistrate.  He  may  i>lacL'  a  person*  under  a  thousand-dollar  fjond 
for  one  year  and  the  person  may  lessen  the  time  to  six  months  hv 
good  behavior  in  case  he  cannot  give  bail  and  has  to  go  to  jail.  He 
may  submit  the  case  from  time  to  time,  meanwhile  keeping  tab  on 
the  accused  and  causing  him  to  report' to  him  at  stated  times. 

Tlie  County  Judge  is  also  the  Judge  of  the  Juvenile  Court  and 
may.  in  cases  oi  contributing  to  the  dehnquencv'of  a  child,  imjjose 
a  line  not  exceedinj^  one  liimdred  dollars  ($100.00)  and  fifty  days 
in  the  jail  or  tlie  WMrkhoU'-c. 

The  jiulj^e  (.f  the  Criminal  DiviNion  of  the  Circuit  Court,  on  hehalf 
of  the  Co:nm(»n\vealth.  may  sentence  a  ]>erson  to  the  electric  chair  or 
life  imprisonment,    lie  may  assess  a  line  or  ^ive  him  a  jail  sentence. 

'i'lic  L'nited  v^tate^  Court  may  try  ca-es  of  criminal  nature  under 
the  J'ederal  Jaw  and  may  assess  lines  and  impose  penitentiary 
sentences. 

It  i>  evident  that  the  le^Jil  unit-  of  society  liave  les^  latitude  in  the 
variety  of  ])unisliiiK'nt  than  th(>>e  units  of  societv  which  are  the  crea- 
tion of  custom.  For  the  judge  there  i>  only  line,  impri.sonment  and 
death.  While  the  social  units  of  .society  cannot  impose  severe  jjenal- 
ties,  the  penalty  generally  suits  the  case.  Boys  find  natural  and  ef- 
fective ways  of  discipline  among  themselves.  Leave  a  case  to  them 
and  they  Avill  not  go  wrong  in  settling  it.  Tliey  will  generally  suit 
tile  punishment  to  the  case.  We  have  previ(ntsly  said  that  each  per- 
son is  different  from  every  other  person.  What  will  reach  one  person 
will  not  reach  another.  Even  in  the  same  family,  children  are  found 
who  are  very  unlike,  and  a  way  of  handlmg  one  child  will  do  no  good 
with  another.  So  with  adults.  A  line  of  $1*'.00  may  l)e  sutticient  to 
keep  one  man  from  committing  a  wrong,  but  upon  another  it  mav 
have  no  effect  whatever.  What  is  the  effect  of  a  fine,  anyway?  It 
ma\  he  said  the  exjwnses  of  the  courts  nuist  be  paid,  and  that  is  true. 
The  tines  from  the  City  C(ntrt  of  Louisville  do  i)ay  all  the  expenses 
of  the  curt  and  its  uOicials.  T.nt  what  does  it  do  for  the  family  of 
the  man  who  jiays  the  fme  or  tMi-  his  creditors?  And  for  most  per- 
sons it  is  lint  a  suflicient  reminder  to  act  as  a  deterrent.  While  a 
luie  answers  to  the  i)rinci])!e  that  a  man  must  restore  to  s<)ciet\'  the 
cost  crime  ha>  indicted  upon  it,  there  i.s  nothing  in  a  fme  that 
causes  hi'n  to  think  it  over  and  determine  to  do  better  except  the  fear 
of  having  to  ])ay  another  fine.  What  a  man  appreciates  most,  he  is 
most  zealous  in  caring  for.  and  if  a  punishment  in  any  way  affects 
this  in.tst  a])])reciated  object  he  is  most  likely  not  to  commit  an  act 
which  will  t:ike  it  away.  Therefore,  there  oujj^ht  tn  l)e  ,t,dven  to  a 
jud.i^e  ^^reater  latitude  in  lixing  a  i)enalty  so  that  the  ])enalty  will  suit 
the  c:i-e  and  ]»revent  the  indivi(kial  from  repeating  the  act. 

In  a  l(»ng-term  penitentiary  sentence  the  principle  of  protection 
to  society  is  the  main  idea.  KefMrmati'-n  is  not  a  mere  fjuestion  of 
time.  It  is  a  ])rohlem  of  psycholog\ .  .\!an\'  times  a  man  has  reformed 
long  before  his  time  i>  up.    Jf  he  had  a  chance  to  begin  life  over  in 
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Ills  normal  surroundings  he  would  make  good.  Hut.  having  vcars  to 
do.  lie  loses  hold  on  rcsokition  and  comes  out  lost  to  the  world. 

i'he  death  sentence  was  formerly  hased  upon  revenge:  now  it  is 
given  only  that  society  may  he  protected,  and  that  is  its  only  justifica- 
tion. But  the  long-tenn  sentence  and  the  death  penalty  are  methods 
of  the  penitentiary. 

What  are,  therefore,  the  principles  and  methods  to  be  employed 
hy  the  city  and  State  in  punishment  of  those  who  are  in  trouble  for 
the  first  time  or  those  who  are  yet  young  in  years  and  new  in  crime? 
it  seems  Xo  us  that  restoration  to  one's  normal  ]>1ace  in  society  is  the 
l>ur])ose  to  he  regarded,  and  that  a  i)lace  of  detention,  as  a  jail,  where 
all  jxsychological  devices  can  he  freely  used  in  order  that  repentance, 
restitution  and  reformation  may  follow. 

While  the  jail  has  always  been  neglected,  it  must  and  will  become 
the  reclamation  institution  for  those  for  whom  there  is  yet  hope.  And 
this  can  hest  be  done  by  working  on  the  mind  of  the  prisoner.  It  is  a 
psychological  i^rocess  and  will  he  solved  hy  the  ])sychologist.  Not 
necessarily  the  theoretical  psychologist,  hut  the  co  nmon-sense  student 
of  human  nature,  who  knows  the  laws  by  which  the  mind  o])erates 
and  who  can  use  calm  judgment,  unaffected  hy  ■[)rcjudice  or  influence. 
It  is  in  this  direction  that  the  work  of  Mr.  Ft)ster  in  the  jeft'erson 
County  Jail  is  tending.  It  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  enough  has  been 
done  to  warrant  the  belief  that  a  valuable  contribution  to  sociological 
thought  will  be  given  when  a  completer  survey  has  been  made  after 
a  few  more  years  of  work. 

CHAPTER  XIX, 

CONCI^USrONS. 

We  have  tried  to  make  a  clear,  concise  statement  of  what  has  been 
and  is  heing  done  by  The  Foster  School,  and  now  beg  to  submit  some 
generalizations. 

first — That  a  jail  should  he  the  corrective  and  curative  institution 
for  the  comnnmity.  It  is  true  that  the  i»uhlic  has  an  idea  that  a  iail 
is  merely  a  place  where  ])eoi)le  are  locked  up  and  fed  on  bread  and 
water.  People  think  that  only  those  of  the  "submerged  tenth"  are 
brought  to  jail  and  that  there  is  no  use  to  try  to  do  anything  that 
might  lead  them  hack  into  the  line  of  duty  as  good  citizens.  They 
say,  *iet  them  go  to  the  penitentiary  and  there  they  will  he  reformed." 

Tt  is  our  contention  that  the  jail  is  the  place  where  the  attempt 
sh(tuld  he  made.  It  is  here  that  tlie  "novice"  in  crime  hrst  lands  after 
his  arrest.  Tt  is  here  that  he  lirst  think>  it  over.  Tt  is  here  that  he 
goes  through  a  psychological  reaction.  It  is  at  this  time  that  he  is 
most  aifected  by  abuse  or  by  kind  words  and  friendl)  advice.  It  is 
here  that  he  has  the  chance  to  turn  from  crime  before  he  has  become 
calloused  to  it  or  insensible  to  the  appeal  of  honor.  It  is  here  that  he 
may  reverse  himself  before  all  the  constructive  i)lans  and  ambitions 
of  youth  and  health  are  forgotten.  Tt  is  here  that  he  may  begin  a  new 
page  before  his  record  is  blurred  or  tlie  stigma  of  the  penitentiary 
fastened  upon  hi  m. 
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Seconil—\n  connection  with  every  jail  there  should  be  a  farm 
where  the  man  or  woman  who  has  hecome  an  hahitual  drunkard  could 
he  taken  and  given  a  normal  life  for  a  year  or  until  cured  of  drink. 
More  than  83'/  of  all  i)ersons  who  are  lodged  in  jail  are  under  the 
influence  of  .strong  drink.  W  hen  a  man  or  woman  c(jmes  to  jail  a 
second  time  they  ought  to  be  sent  away  where  they  can  he  cured.  W  e 
recognize  the  principle  of  personal  liberty,  but  we  also  recognize 
another  and  greater  principle,  which  is,  "that  the  world  demands  of 
Qvery  individual  the  highest  good  of  which  he  is  capable."  Our 
fellow-men  have  the  right  and  do  exj^ect  uK^re  from  some  of  us  than 
of  others,  liut  every<Hie  can  give  tiie  ''widow's  mite."  Society  can- 
not much  longer  all(»w  a  man  to  ])ut  himself  where  he  becomes  inef- 
licient  and  iinally  a  hurden.  Many  of  these  peo])Ie  would  l)e  con- 
.structive  elements  in  the  .social  structure  if  i)laced  for  awhile  under 
natural  conditions  and  in  an  environment  removed  from  the  haunts 
of  vice. 

TAiVrf— The  Jefferson  Count}  Jail  should  have  a  lot  in  connection 
with  it  in  order  that  the  inmates  may  have  a  breath  of  air  and  a  ray 

of  sunshine  that  does  not  come  throu^  the  bars.  I  have  in  these  two 
years  .seen  hundreds  of  ])eo])le  come  into  this  jail  and  I  cannot  now 
recall  one  single  erect.  ])roud.  stalwart-looking  person.  When  a  fel- 
low is  arrested  there  is  sonetliing  that  so(»n  gives  him  the  jail 
"stoop."  One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the  i)erson  in  jail  is  exercise. 
It  is  true  that  here  they  have  the  opportunity  to  take  exercise  on  tlie 
walk,  but  few  do  it.  A  drill  lot  would  be  tlie  most  valuahle  addition 
to  the  jail.  It  would  be  in  exact  keeping  with  the  Foster  idea.  To 
put  these  fellows  who  have  become  ph\sically  "crooked"  tiirough  a 
manual  of  exercise  every  day  and  straighten  them  up  phy  sically 
would  go  a  l(Mig  ways  toward  straightening  them  up  menta'llv  and 
morally.  Since  the  military  drill  has  heen  instituted  in  the  llovs' 
High  v'^chool  there  has  heen  a  very  noticeahle  result  in  the  hearing 
and  hehavior  of  the  hoys  who  have  taken  advantage  of  it.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  the  boys  in  jail  are  only  men  in  physique  with  the  minds 
of  boys,  and  that  what  will  do  a  boy  good  one  place  will  do  him  good 
in  another  place. 

In  line  with  Mr.  Foster's  practical  ideas  is  that  of  an  exercise 
roof.  The  roof  of  the  cell-house  is  about  80  feet  by  140  feet  and 
could  with  a  small  expense  be  fitted  up  as  a  place  where  the  inmates 
could  he  taken  for  open  air  and  sunshine  exercise.  In  the  new  court 
house  and  jail  at  Cincinnati  four  such  places  are  heing  constructed. 
This  might  take  the  place  of  the  drill  lot  mentioned  ahove.  This  is 
the  opportunity  for  some  person  of  means  to  do  a  lasting  good  to  the 
community  and  to  help  many  young  men  to  reclaim  themselves.  God  s 
sunshine  should  be  denied  to  no  one,  not  even  the  most  despicable. 

Fourth — ^For  every  jail  where  there  are  as  many  as  fifty  persons 
there  ought  to  be  a  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  study  every  mental 
phase  of  the  prisoner's  life.  A  i)sychopathic  ex])ert  is  coming  to  be 
a  recognized  necessity  in  all  institutions  which  have  to  do  with  the 
defective  or  the  delinquent.   In  some  States  psychopathic  institutk>ns 
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arc  being  fuuiuled  for  the  study  of  the  cnminal  class.  In  a  jail  there 
is  the  greatest  opportunity  to  render  the  most  valuable  service  to 
society  in  this  direction.  We  have  before  stated  that  the  same  pun- 
ishment does  not  meet  the  needs  in  any  two  cases.  Such  a  person 
could  be  of  assistance  to  a  judge  in  hxing  punishment.  He  could  be 
of  service  to  the  jailer  in  prescribing  work  or  study  for  a  prisoner. 
I  have  in  mind  a  case  in  this  institution  where  a  little  woman 
had  in  a  thoughtless  moment  committed  a  crime  for  which  she  was 
about  to  be  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary.  Her  mental  type  and  condi- 
tion w  as  noticed  by  one  of  the  officials  and  the  matter  was  thought 
over  and  it  was  finally  decided  to  ask  three  very  well-known  and 
capable  women  to  interest  themselves  in  the  case,  which  they  did.  with 
the  result  she  was  given  a  jail  sentence,  even  over  the  protest  of  the 
prosecuting  witness.  wlic»,  animated  by  vengeance,  wanted  her  ^ent  to 
the  penitentiarv.  She  has  given  every  evidence  of  rei^entancc  for  her 
crime,  has  become  one  of  the  best  teachers  The  h\)ster  School  has 
had.  and  is  doing  good  to  a  score  of  women  here  every  day.  H  she 
had  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary  she  would  have  become  hardened 
to  the  thought  of  crime  and  lost  to  society  forever.  A  psychopathic 
expert  could  save  many  a  person  like  this  from  further  crime.  This 
is  a  field  of  study  and  an  opportunity  for  service  which  will  in  the 
future  develc^  into  a  profession  ranking  second  to  none  in  sociological 
fields. 

Fifth — There  ought  to  be  s<^meone  or  some  organization  who  wull 
take  up  the  cau^e  of  men  when  they  leave  the  jail.  'Die  Howard  As- 
S(XMation  has  done  great  good  for  the  men  of  the  penitentiaries. 
There  is  an  association  in  Cleveland  composed  of  the  men  who  have 
been  in  prison  which  has  for  its  purpose  helping  a  fellow  to  his  feet 
by  giving  him  lodging  until  he  has  secured  a  place  to  work.  This 
would  be  the  best  method,  but  it  is  difficult  to  get  a  nucleus  on  which 
to  start.  Of  all  the  scenes  of  jail  life  this  is  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  sometimes  the  most  pathetic.  Not  long  ago  a  fellow  was  let 
out  at  night  and  in  a  short  while  returned  because  he  could  not  fmd 
his  way  home.  Another  fellow's  family  had  moved  and  he  could  unt 
hnd  them.  Some  go  out  and  the  same  day  go  to  work.  But  the  sad- 
dest thing  is  to  see  a  man  who,  after  having  served  a  long  sentence, 
step  through  the  gate  and  down  the  steps,  stop,  look  in  each  direction 
and  go  slowly  off  to  the  old  haunts  of  vice  and  crime.  If  we  could 
have  another  picture,  as  he  steps  upon  the  street,  he  gives  a  look  to 
the  west,  down  Green  Street,  where  has  been  the  haunts  of  lust  and 
fallen  manhood,  but  bv  some  inspiration  it  has  come  to  be  a  forbidden 
haunt  to  him;  rather  let  him  look  to  the  east  to  the  busy  avenues  of 
trade  and  activitv.  wliere  he  may  again  i)ick  up  the  threads  of  indus- 
try and  responsibilities  of  life,  or  let  him  look  to  the  north  to  the 
beautiful  statue  of  Jefferson  and  be  reminded  that  he  is  again  in  the 
"land  of  the  free,"  where  he  may  in  the  strength  of  body,  in  the  wis- 
dom of  mind  and  the  honesty  of  heart  live  that  constructive  life  which 
will  earn  for  him  the  proud  consciousness  that  comes  from  well- 
doing and  the  commendation  of  his  fellow-men. 

THE  END, 


AFTERWORD. 

As  lias  been  stated  in  this  volume,  it  is  the  belief  of  The  Foster 
Scho(jl  that  mental  conditions  have  more  to  do  with  crime  than  any 
other  conditions,  and  that  from  this  standpoint  most  etYorts  to  reclaini 
the  wayward  should  proceed.  In  line  with  this  idea  Jailer  Foster  is 
considering  a  plan  of  work  which  will  be  of  the  nature  of  a  Religious 
School.  He  believes  that  much  can  be  done  to  inspire  men  and 
women  to  retrace  their  footsteps  and  to  follow  in  higher  plains  of 
living,  by  a  study  of  the  human  side  of  the  great  lights  of  sacred  his- 
outline  of  lectures  and  of  study  is  being  prepared  to  this 
end.  This  plan  will  cover  a  year's  work  and  will  consist  of  hftv-two 
lectures.  The  subjects  of  these  lectures,  witli  possible  changes,  will 
be  as  follows: 


1. 

'J'he  Development  of  Mon- 

30. 

St.  Bernard. 

otheism. 

31. 

Wvclif. 

2. 

The  Messianic  Hope. 

32, 

Huss. 

3. 

The  Internationalization  of 

33. 

Sav«  tnorola. 

Christianity. 

34. 

Luther. 

4. 

The   Individualization  of 

35. 

Calvin. 

Christianity. 

36. 

Bunyan. 

5. 

Abraham. 

37. 

Knox. 

6. 

Joseph. 

38. 

\\'esley. 

7. 

Moses. 

39. 

Williams. 

S. 

Samuel. 

40. 

Edwards. 

y. 

David. 

41. 

Marquette. 

10. 

Elijah. 

42. 

Howard. 

11. 

Isaiah, 

43. 

Judson. 

12. 

Jeremiah. 

44, 

The  Deity. 

13. 

Socrates.  , 

45. 

Immortality- 

14-24.  len  Lectures  on  Life 

46. 

The  Soul. 

and  Teachings  of  Jesus. 

47. 

Faith. 

25. 

St.  Paul. 

48. 

Grace. 

26. 

C(.Histantine. 

49. 

I>rotheriiood. 

27. 

St.  Augustine. 

50. 

The  Church. 

28. 

Leo  the  Great. 

3L 

Service. 

29. 

Peter  the  Hermit. 

52. 

Saviorhood. 

^  It  will  l)e  the  ])urpose  to  set  forth  the  general  i)lan  of  Religious 
History  in  the  first  four  lectures.  Then  will  follow  ten  lectures  on 
the  great  men  of  the  IJible.  The  next  study  will  be  a  course  of  ten 
lectures  on  the  life  and  principles  lived  and  taught  by  Jesus.  Then 
will  follow  twenty  lectures  on  the  great  men  of  religious  history.  The 
course  \\  ill  be  concluded  by  eight  lectures  on  the  Great  Religious  Con- 
cepts. This  may  seem  to  be  a  heavy  program,  but  we  believe  that  what 
has  made  the  world  great  and  good  and  strong  in  the  past  will  do  so  in 
the  future.  These  subjects  will  be  presented  so  that  the  humblest  can 
understand  and  so  that  a  solid  foundation  for  cliaracter  can  be  laid. 


68 


The  Foster  School 


A  regular  Men"s  llibk  Class  is  to  be  planned  and  men  outside  as  well 
-IS  inside  of  jail  will  be  invited  to  attend.  The  rules  of  the  class  wi" 
provide  tliat  nothing  shall  interfere  with  the  duty  and  responsibihty 
of  the  Jailer.  The  members  are  to  have  an  hour  of  freedom  within 
the  walls  in  which  thev  may  study  the  great  men  of  ages  past  and 
know  tlie  thoughts  that  have  made  man  a  higher  bemg. 

FURTIIKR.  WORK  AND  PLANS  Of  JAILER  FOStBR. 

The  time  taken  in  working  unt  plans  to  engage  men's  minds  is  well 
.oent  and  recently  a  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  taken  in  spelling 
matches  Some  of  the  bovs  have  become  s„  interested  that  tliey  have 
committed  the  spelling  book  to  memory.  Indeed  'Tete  Tans  is  now 
the  champion  speller  of  the  cit> .  Many  people  of  the  city  Have  become 
interested,  and  two  matches  with  outside  people  have  occurred. 

A  CONTKST  FOR  A  PRIZE. 

The  Tailer  will  gi\  e  a  prize  for  the  best  answers  to  tlie  questions 
below.    Compensation  by  reason  of  success  and  glory  accompanies 

*^**m^^The  onlv  time  the  word  Ea<tcr  occnrs  in  the  llible  is  in  con- 
nection with  a  man  in  jail.    Whn  was  be  and  what  about  him.'  Indi- 
cate where  this  reference  may  be  fouml.  ^^  „    ,  ^ 
(2)    Who  was  .Moses?    Did  he  commit  a  crime?    lell  about  his 

life  and  .^^^^^^^j^j^^  ^^^^  jghn  Bunyan.    Did  he  do  time  in 

orison  and  what  happened  to  him?  •  „      u  • 

(4)    What  is  in  the  mind  of  every  prisoner,  especially  when  in 

^*^TsT"  Name  some  famous  prisoners  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  One 
was  a  victim  of  a  "frame-up."    Who  was  he  and  what  happened  to 

^'"rhe  answers  to  the  above  (luestions  were  many  and  varied. 
Several  fellows  spent  nianv  hours  looking  up  the  answers  from  books 
in  the  jail  librar>'    One  boy  spent  three  days  looking  up  his  answers. 

THE  KEY. 

'I'he  Kev  is  a  monthlv  paper  which  is  edited  and  published  by  Mr. 
Foster  for  "the  inmates.'  Some  very  choice  pieces  of  literature  are 
found  therein.  This  paper  has  become  known  throughout  the  country 
and  is  only  another  evidence  of  the  energy  of  the  man  who  makes 
good  because  he  wants  to  do  so. 

THE  FOSTER  SCHOOL'S  FIRST  COMMENCEMENT. 
The  story  of  the  commencement  ex<?rcises,  conducted  in  the  chapel 
on  Fridav  afternoon.  June  16.  was  brightlx  and  crisply  told  in  the 
Courier-Journal  bv  Albert  Y.  Aronson.  as  follows: 

Foster  School',  one  of  the  innovations  of  the  Jefferson  Lounty 
Tail  now  has  an  official  but  unorganized  alumni.  It  came  into  being 
Vesterday  afternoon  at  the  tirst  annual  commencement  of  the  school 
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\  rcoular  Men's  T.ilile  Class  is  to  be  planned  and  men  .mtside  as  well 
•i-,  iiiMdc  ..f  jail  will  be  invited  to  attend.  The  rules  of  the  clu--  will 
provide  that  nothing  shall  interfere  with  the  duty  and  re-.p..ii>il,.  uv 
of  the  lailer.  The  mcnjliers  are  to  liavc  an  hnuv  of  tni'.lMni  nlmi 
the  walls  in  wliirli  thcv  may  ^tudy  tlie  fireat  nun  ..f  a^c-  p:i>t  an.l 
know  the  tlumglits  that  have  made  man  a  higher  henig. 

FIRT!II-K.  WORK  AM)  I'l.AXS  <»l*  JAILKR  FOSTl-K. 

riic  time  taken  in  working  out  plans  to  engage  men's  minds  is  well 
.pent,  and  reeentlv  a  great  deal  -f  interest  has  been  taken  m  .p^-  Im- 
nvitches     Some  of  the  b-v-  liave  become      mtoroted  that  i1k->  have 

committed  the  spellin.i,'  1  k  lu  n:emnry.    Indcvd  -IVte  I'an^  n.-w 

the  champion  ^pelk-r  ..f  tlu  dly.  Man>  iK'..pk-  mI  t  k-  city  havobeomie 
interested,  and  two  matches  with  ouiMilc  pcopk'  have  occurred. 

A  COX  ri-si"  Kou  A  I'uizi;. 
The  lailer  will  give  :i  prize  for  the  best  answers  to  the  .|uc~iinn-. 
below.    Compensjition  by  rciison  of  success  and  glory  acco)npame> 

this  offer.  .  ,     i .  r  . 

(1)  The  onlv  time  tlie  word  I'.a^tc-r  ,Kvur^  m  the  l.ibk'  i>  m  con- 
nection with  a  man  in  jail.  wa^  lie  and  wliat  al)out  Inm indi- 
cate where  thi^  reference  may  lie  found.  •      .        „    ,     *  i  • 

(2)  Who  vva>  .\lo>e>:-    Did  he  commit  a  crime?    fell  alxxit  his 

litc  and  ':|}^Jj' lUniyan.    Did  he  do  time  in 

urison  and  what  happene<l  to  him?  •  „      ,  • 

(4)    What  is  in  the  mind  i»f  every  pris»iner.  especially  when  in 

despjur.  ^^^^^^^  famous  i.ri^oncr.  mentioned  in  the  I'.ihlc.  Une 

was  a  victim  of  a  ••frame-up."    W  ho  was  he  and  what  happened  to 

'""'Hie  in-wer^  to  the  above  ,iue>tions  were  many  and  varied. 
<ever-.l  fellow^  M.e.u  manv  h-.urs  kH)king  up  the  answers  from  hooks 
in  the  jail  library.   One  boy  spent  three  days  looking  up  his  answer.s. 

THE  KEY. 

l  lR.  Kev  i--  a  moinhlx  paper  which  is  edited  and  published  by  Mr. 
Foster  for  the  inmates.'  Some  very  choice  pieces  of  literature  are 
found  therein.  This  paper  has  bccoinc  kn.nvn  throughout  the  country 
and  is  only  aivrther  evidence  oi  the  energy  of  the  man  who  makc^ 
good  hecaiise  he  wants  to  do  s<». 

THE  FOSTER  SCH(XJLS  FIRST  Co.M.MF.XCEME.XT. 

The  storv  of  the  commencement  exercises,  conducted  in  the  chajiel 
on  Friday  afternoon,  hine  U..  wa>  l)ri|-litly  and  cri.sply  told  m  the 
Courier- lournal  bv  Albert  N\  Anm-oii.  a^  follows: 

I-o^ter  School'  one  of  the  inn. ivaiioiis  of  the  Jefferson  County 
Tail  now  lias  an  olVicial  but  unorganized  alunini.  It  came  into  being 
yesterda)  afternoon  at  the  first  annual  commencement  of  the  school 
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when  \\'.  M.  Cooley,  Lizzie  Bradley  and  other  unnamed  and  less 
distinguished  pupils  were  graduated  with  all  the  trimmings,  bright 
prophecies  for  the  future,  addresses  and  other  incidents  of  the  closmg 
of  a  school  year.  Assembled  for  the  exercises  was  the  entire  jail 
family  as  it  is  now  constituted,  men  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
city,  newspaper  reporters,  a  sociologist  or  two,  churchmen,  laymen, 
officials,  musicians  and  photographers, 

IVomptly  at  3  o'clock  those  composing  the  company  on  the  set 
programme,  the  visitors,  the  pupils  and  others  in  confinement  who 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for  learmng  found  in 
The  Foster  School  filed  into  the  jail  chapel,  escorted  by  guards  attired 
for  the  first  time  in  trim,  blue  uniforms  topped  off  with  a  dressy  uni- 
form cap.  For  the  occasion  the  chapel  was  decorated  with  flags  and 
potted  plants,  while  a  neat  electric  sign  in  the  center  of  the  wall  forming 
the  back  of  the  stage  spelled  the  words :  ^'The  Foster  School " 

Charles  C.  Foster.  Jailer,  founder  of  the  school  and  its  superin- 
tendent made  ever\bodv  feel  at  home,  inmates  and  visitors  alike.  The 
exercises  began  with  a  thirty-minutes  instrumental  and  vocal  concert. 
Local  No.  11,  of  the  United  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly,  more  easily 
identified  as  the  Musicians'  Union,  had  sent  to  the  commencement 
a  picked  orchestra  of  eight  pieces,  and  a  little  woman  with  a  voice 
trained  to  the  expression  of  sympathy  found  m  popular  ballads,  sang 
for  the  prisoners  again  and  again.  The  sincerity  of  the  applause 
accorded  her  from  both  sides  of  the  footlights  running  along  the  edge 
of  the  chapel  platform  would  have  been  an  inspiration  to  any  artist. 
It  was  a  holiday  and  gala  occasion  and  Mr.  Foster  imposed  no  restiamt 
on  the  impulsive  and  emotional  natures  of  the  pupils,  permittmg  them 
to  give  full  expression  to  their  feelings  of  delight 

The  Rev  Dr.  E.  L.  Powell  presented  medals  to  the  two  honor 
pupils  W.  E.  Cooley  and  Lizzie  Bradley,  "for  progress  in  mental  and 
inoral'uplift."  Cooley.  a  white  prisoner  of  earnest  countenance,  was 
honored  for  missing  school  but  three  days,  doing  everything  that  was 
asked  of  him  in  the  jail  without  complaint  and  attending  to  his  own 
business  at  all  times,  which  was  a  good  promise  of  future  success, 
Dr  Powell  said.  In  a  few  sentences  uttered  in  a  diffident  manner, 
Coole}'  accepted  the  recognition  of  the  honor,  thanking  everybody  for 
the  interest  shown  in  his  behalf. 

Lizzie  Eradley,  negro,  who  returned  to  the  jail  for  the  afternoon, 
left  her  seat  beside  her  former  classmates  when  her  name  was  called, 
and  while  she  was  unable  because  of  strong  emotion  to  say  anytiimg 
she  gave  every  evidence  of  being  fully  a^reciative.  Lizzie  Avas  ofTered 
by  Dr  Powell  as  a  bright  example  of  how  it  is  possible  to  reach  from 
the  darkness  of  a  jail  cell  through  the  bars,  out  into  the  light  of  intel- 
ligence and  release  from  the  imprisonment  of  illiteracy  the  ideas  and 
thoughts  tending  to  build  character  nnd  good  citizenship.  To  The 
Foster  School  Lizzie  is  indebted  for  her  ability  now  to  read  and  write 
and  figure  through  long  and  short  division,  and  of  the  150  pupils  who 
at  one  time  or  another  have  been  pupils  in  The  Foster  School,  made 
the  most  rapid  strides. 
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Next  to  the  little  woman  who  sang,  applause  was  loudest  and 
longest  for  Judge  Harry  VV.  Robinson,  Judge  Robinson  was  a  little 
overcome  by  the  ovation  accorded  him.  as  he  did  not  expect  it  to  be 
so  hearty  in  view  of  the  fact  that  practically  every  member  of  the 
audience  off  stage  had  heard  him  talk  before  in  his  official  capacity 
as  Judge  of  the  Criminal  Court,  or  else  they  would  not  have  been 
present  to  hear  him  again  yesterday  afternoon.  Nevertheless,  they 
all  voted  him  a  good  fellow  for  imposing  upon  them  the  compulsory 
opportunity  of  turning  their  punishment  into  self-betterment  tiirough 
participation  in  the  benefits  of  The  Foster  School.  Judge  Robinson 
passed  out  some  excellent  advice,  told  of  the  certain  punishment  here 
and  hereafter  for  wrong-doers,  and  offered  one  and  all  a  helping  hand 
''when  you  again  breathe  the  air  of  liberty." 

The  Rev.  Father  Riley,  of  Shelbyville,  who  dropped  into  the  jail 
to  see  a  prisoner,  was  invited  to  the  services  and  took  part  in  the  exer- 
cises. He  ingratiated  himself  with  the  prisoners  almost  immediately 
and  gave  them  this  sound  advice : 

"Start  every  day  with  a  prayer  and  end  it  with  a  prayer.  Prayer 
will  keep  you  out  of  trouble  more  surely  than  education,  sociology 
and  a  special  training." 

Prof.  George  T.  Ragsdale,  of  the  Boys'  High  School  and  principal 
of  the  Foster  v^chool.  declared  that  the  school  solved  the  question  of 
what  Ui  be  done  with  the  "Mii irt-term"  prisoner.  He  expressed  regret 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  give  up  as  much  time  to  the  school 
next  year,  but  urged  its  continuance,  a  broadening  of  its  course  of 
study  and  the  employment  of  a  psychopathic  expert  who  would  live 
with  the  prist^ners  and  determine  their  mental  needs  through  personal 
contact.  A  short  history  of  the  school  was  also  given  by  Prof. 
Ragsdale. 

Mr.  Foster  introduced  eacli  of  the  speakers  and  in  an  opening  talk 
explained  liis  policy  of  endeavoring  to  aid  each  of  his  charges  bv 
developing  the  good  that  was  in  them.  Druce,  jail  chaplain, 

said  a  short  prayer.  Invited  guests  who  were  present  in  addition  to 
those  on  the  programme  were  the  Rev.  Father  O'Connor,  of  the  Cathe- 
dral ;  Chief  of  Police  H.  Watson  Lindsey,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Safety  Edward  T.  Tiemey  and  Edward  Gottschalk,  of  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Father  Riley  conferred  the  hr-^t  degree  ever  given  by  the  school, 
that  of  D.J.  (doctor  of  jails)  on  tlae  Rev.  Dr.  E.  L.  Powell. 
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THE  FOUNTAIN. 
Mystery  relative  to  love,  crime  and  tragedy  lurks  within  every 
prison  wall. 

It  has  been  said  that  some  hearts  grow  sweet  in  grief;  that  the 
weight  of  the  cross  does  not  break  the  strong-souled. 

When  there  is  laughter  in  prison  there  is  a  sol)  near.  Once  in 
awhile  the  anguish  a  prisoner  nnderi^ocs  develops  the  art  in  a  man 
and  out  of  a  shadow  flashes  the  light  (^f  hope. 

Jlars  and  walls  cannot  restrain  thonght.  and  a  hand  that  has  ottended 
the  law  now  and  then  writes  down  words  of  deep  pathos. 

Within  the  entrance  gate  to  the  jail  is  a  fountain  intended  to  catch 
the  prisoner's  glance  to  cheer  him  in  his  despair.  Its  purpose  is  to 
impart  the  blessedness  of  purity.  That  this  fountain  tuned  the  emo- 
tions of  a  certain  prisoner  is  attested  in  a  poetic  production,  sent  to 
the  jailer-editor  of  the  Key,  with  the  understanding  that  the  writer's 
identity  is  not  to  he  revealed.  S(\  this  contrilmtion  to  American 
letters  is  offered,  with  the  promise  that  others  will  follow. 


THE  FOUNTAIN 
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THE  KOUNTAIK. 

The  key  slijiped  down  in  the  rasping  lock 

(  1  knew  that  outside  stayed  sunlight  und  laughter), 
And  1  caught  ni}-  Ijrcath  to  withstand  the  shock 
Of  the  terrors  that  crowd,  and  the  fears  that  liock, 
And  the  clammy  horrors  that  soon  would  knock 

On  the  bars  of  my  heart  when  the  door  clanged  after. 

The  door  swung  open  a  widening  s])ace 

(1  knew  I  had  spoken  farewell  unto  beautyj, 

And  I  closed  my  eyes  on  the  u^\\'  ])lace 

That  loomed  around  nie  in  shadows  base 
Because  I  had  jeered  in  the  mocking  face 

Of  the  laws  of  the  land  that  men  set  with  duty. 

The  door  fell  hack  on  its  hinging  weight 

(  I  knew  I  should  see  hare  walls,  and  alone), 
And  1  shuttered  niy  lids  to  thwart  the  fate 
That  would  sear  on  ni\'  eycljalls  early  and  late 
Medusa's  head  at  the  prison  gate, 

Set  up  on  the  ramparts  to  make  men  stone. 

The  do<)r  clanged  shut  in  a  vibrant  vise 

(  1  knew  1  should  face  the  bleak  dust  of  the  years), 

Jint  1  l_)linked  wide-open  in  taut  surprise 

As  one  betrayed  by  his  tortured  eyes 

Who,  standing  at  hell,  glimpses  paradise 

Through  the  mists  of  a  memory  grown  cloudy  with  tears. 

The  door  lay  shut  on  the  lingering  wedge 

(  !»ut  the  gleam  had  shot  into  the  s(Kiden  grav  ! ) 

For  there  flashed  beneath  the  high  window  ledge 

A  boy  of  stone  at  a  fountain's  edge 

Where  rippled  green  wavelets  among  the  sedge 
And  gold  fish  darted  in  glimmering  play. 

The  door  held  close  on  nn-  |>ris(^ned  davs 

(Rut  I  fronted  the  future  unafraid) 
A\'hen  my  heart  went  racing  in  hot  amaze 
To  a  place  of  almost  forgotten  ways 
Where  a  fountain  bubbled  before  the  gaze 

Of  a  boy  all  thrilled  with  the  dreams  it  played. 

The  door  barred  da\'  fr(^m  the  prison  keep 

{1  know  that  sunlight  is  of  the  soul). 
For  I  saw  before  nie  that  shining  hea]) 
(.)f  dreams,  that  1  thought  was  buried  deep 
Beneath  the  mound  of  a  bitter  sleep, 

Mirroring  now  in  the  glint  of  the  bowl, 

— A  Pupil  of  the  Foster  School. 
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'\'\\E  i'(  )L'X'1'AIX. 

M  v>tcr\  relative  l*»  love,  crime  and  tragedy  lurks  within  every 
l)ris<)n  wall. 

Jt  has  lieen  said  that  some  hearts  grow  sweet  in  grief;  that  the 
weight  of  the  cross  does  not  break  the  strong-souled. 

W  hen  there  is  laughter  in  i)rison  there  is  a  sob  near.  Once  in 
awhile  the  anL^nisli  a  prisoner  nnder^'K-s  develops  the  art  in  a  man 
and  out  of  a  shadow  Hashes  the  light  of  ho]ie. 

\\'dv<  and  walN  cannot  restrain  thought,  and  a  hand  that  has  ottended 
the  law  now  and  then  w  rite-^  dow  n  w  ord>  <  d'  dee])  ])atlio^. 

\\  itliin  tile  entrance  j^ate  Im  the  jail  i-^  a  foinitain  intended  to  catch 
the  i)ri>oner*>  glance  to  cheer  him  in  his  desi>air.  Its  purpose  is  to 
impart  the  blessedness  of  purity.  That  this  fountain  tuned  the  emo- 
tions of  a  certain  ]>risoner  is  attested  in  a  poetic  ]>roduction,  sent  to 
the  jailer-editor  of  the  Key.  with  the  understanding  that  the  writer's 
identity  is  not  to  he  revealed.  So.  this  contribution  to  American 
letters  is  offered,  with  the  promise  that  others  will  follow. 
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TUK  i-OL  XTAIN. 

The  key  sli])])ed  d(»wn  in  the  rasping  lock 

(  1  knew  that  (mtside  stayed  sunlight  and  laughter  J, 

And  I  cau.i^"ht  my  breath  to  withstand  the  ^liock 

'  *1  the  lerri»r>  that  crowd.  an<l  the  fear^  that  tlock, 

And  the  clamni}  horror^  that  ><>on  would  knock 

(  )n  the  l>ars  of  my  heart  when  the  d*>or  clanged  alter. 

The  <loor  ^wung  <»]»en  a  widening  s])ace 

\  \  knew  1  had  s])oken  farewell  uiUo  beautvj. 

And  I  cl't>cd  ni\'  e\es  on  the  ui^i\  i)lace 

'idiat  l"Mined  around  me  in  shadow  >  base 
iiecau^c  i  had  jeered  in  the  mockini^  face 

(  )f  the  law  >  of  the  land  that  men  -et  w  ith  duty. 

The  door  fell  l)ack  on  it^  hinging  weii^lu 

(  I  kn<.\\  I  -hould  ^ce  hare  walls,  and  alone). 
And  1  >luuiered  m\-  lid>  to  thwart  the  fate 
That  would  sear  on  my  eyehall>  early  and  late 
Aledu>a'^  head  at  tlie  prison  gate. 

Set  up  on  the  rampart>  t(»  make  men  stone. 

The  door  clanged  shut  in  a  ^  ihrant  \'ise 

(  1  knew  1  >hould  face  the  Itleak  dust  of  the  years), 
Ilut  1  l>linked  wide-open  in  taut  ■^lu•l)ri.se 

A>  one  betrayed  by  hi^  t'>rtnre<l  exes 

W  ho.  standing  at  hell.  glimi)se^  ])aradi^e 

Through  the  mi.st>  of  a  memory  grow  n  cloud\  w  ith  tears. 

The  door  la\  >lnU  on  tlie  lingering  wedge 

(ilut  the  gleam  had  >liot  into  the  Mxldcn  gray!) 

Kor  there  flashed  beneath  the  high  window  ledge 

A  boy  of  stone  at  a  f(»untain'>  edge 

W  here  riiti)led  green  w  ax  elet^  among  the  ^edge 
And  gold        darted  in  glinunering  play. 

The  door  held  clo-c  (tn  my  prisoned  days 

I  Hut  1  fronted  tlie  futiu'c  unafraid) 
W  hen  my  heart  went  racing  in  hot  amaze 
To  a  ])lace  of  almost  forgotten  w  ax^^ 
Where  a  fountain  bubbled  before  the  gaze 

<  )f  a  boy  all  thrilled  with  the  dream>  it  plaved. 

The  door  barred  day  from  the  prison  keep 

U  know  that  sunliglu  i>  of  the  soul). 
For  \  <'d\\  before  n-e  that  shining  liea]) 
(  )f  dreams,  that  I  thought  \va>  buried  deep 
lieneath  the  mound  of  a  bitter  ^lee]). 

-Mirroring  now  in  the  glint  of  the  bow  l. 

— A  Pupil  (if  the  Foster  School. 
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The  door  stands  staunch  on  its  clenching  key 
(I  know  that  the  sun  has  threaded  my  weaving), 

For  within  a  pool  of  placidity 

I  have  glimpsed  a  gleam  of  eternity, 

And  I  have  found  in  captivity 

All  of  the  world  that  I  feared  to  be  leaving. 


CHRISTMAS  EVE  IN  JAIL. 
By  Young  E.  Allison. 
(Written  for  the  Key.) 

I  tried  to  think  how  I  would  feel  and  what  I  would  do — if — 

I  were  in  jail  on  Christmas  eve  and  Santa  Claus  came  driving  up 
over  the  roof  in  his  auto-sleigh,  with  anti-skid  chains  on  the  tires, 
and  stopped  and  scratched  his  head  and  said : 

"Gee!  I  hate  to  go  down  that  chimney.  It's  like  one  of  those 
submarine  traps.  If  I  do  go  down  it  will  be  hard  to  get  out,  on  account 
of  the  bars.  It's  funny  to  me  that  bars  get  so  many  men  in  jail  and 
then  that  bars  keep  'em  from  getting  out.  Air.  Barkeeper  is  sure 
ambidextrous  in  working  both  ways.   I  guess  I'll  drive  on." 

And  so  I  just  up  and  cried  out : 

*  Sui>pose  }  ou  just  throw  the  stuff  down  the  chimney  and  I'll  catch 

it  in  my  blanket." 

"That  you.  my  son?"  he  called  back.  "Oh,  I  guess  you  can  catch 
it  all  right — looks  to  me  like  you  are  catcliing  a  good  deal  at  this  time 
of  the  year  and  catching  it  good  and  strong,  too." 

*'X(j\v.  Santy."  I  said,  as  softly  as  I  could,  "you  used  to  l)e  good 
to  me  when  I  was  a  kid,  and  I  want  you  to  know  that  1  hope  I  may 
die  if  I  have  broken  any  laws." 

"I  know  that,  my  son,"  he  said,  booming  out  his  big  voice.  "The 
laws  were  all  broke  before  you  got  to  'em,  of  course.  And  as  far  as 
we  know  there's  only  one  sound  Commandment  left  out  of  the  whole 
Ten,  the  other  nine  having  been  broke  by  so  many  in  their  minds  or 
out  of  it.  T  got  an  engagement  now  with  a  lame  boy,  whose  mother 
makes  S6  a  week  for  l^oth  to  live  on." 

''Don't  go  yet."  I  begged  him.  "You  seem  to  think  it's  ftumy  to  be 
in  jail  Christmas  eve." 

"Well,"  he  said,  chuckling,  "it  is  funny  when  you  come  to  think 
of  worse  places  you  might  be  in  and  how  hard  you  work  to  get  in 
here." 

"Me  work 'hard — ^to — get — in — here?" 

"That's  it,  my  son,"  he  snapped  back.  '  There's  about  ten  million 
things  a  boy  or  man  can  do  and  keep  out  of  jail,  so  that  he  never  will 
know  anything  more  about  it  than  the  color  of  the  outside  walls. 
There's  only  Ten  Commandments  to  break  to  get  in,  and  let  me  tell 
you.  my  son,  it  must  take  hard  work  to  pick  out  those  Ten  Command- 
ments among  ten  million  better  chances." 


Christmas  Eve  in  Jail 
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"You  haven't  got  any  sympathy—"  I  began,  turning  on  the  sob 
sound  in  my  voice. 

"You  don't  need  any  sympathy."  he  cut  in  with  a  big  laugh.  "What 
you  want  is  just  common  sense,  not  sympathy.  I  know;  I've  been 
in  jail  myself — Christmas  eve,  too.  I  was  here  last  Christmas  eve  and 
went  about  ray  business  and  hung  a  sodc  full  of  stuff  for  everyone. 


YOUNG  E.  ALLISON 


T  guess  this  must  be  your  tirst  spell  in  jail,  if  you  don't  know  that. 
If  you  have  been  here  before  and  have  come  back  again  it  seems  to 
me  you  must  like  it." 

"Think  of  the  disgrace,"  I  said.  "It  ruins  a  man  to  get  here." 

''It  didn't  ruin  me,"  said  Santa  Claus,  briskly.  'It  doesn't  ruin 
anybody  who  doesn't  want  to  be  ruined.  Better  men  than  5^ou  and 
me  have  been  in  jail,  from  Adam  all  tlie  way  down  to  Sliakespeare, 
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The  door  stan<K  staniu-li  on  its  clciu'liing'  kev 

il  know  that  the  >un  has  threaded  niy  weavingj, 

For  within  a  pool  of  placidity 

I  have  glimpsed  a  gleam  of  eternity, 

And  1  have  found  in  captivity 

All  of  the  world  that  I  feared  to  be  leaving. 


CHRISTMAS  K\  K  IX  JAIL. 
By  Young  E.  Allison. 
(Written  for  the  Key.) 

I  Xr'wd  Ui  {lunk  how  1  wouhl  feel  and  what  I  would  d(t--if — 

1  were  in  jail  on  Chri>tnia>  e\  e  and  Santa  C'lau^  came  dri\  in<^  np 
over  the  roof  in  his  auto-sleigh,  with  anti->kid  ehain>  on  the  tiro, 
and  stopped  and  scratched  his  head  and  said : 

"Gee!  I  hate  to  go  down  that  chimney.  It's  like  one  of  those 
submarine  traps.  If  I  do  go  down  it  will  l>e  hard  to  get  out,  on  account 
of  the  bars.  It's  funny  to  nie  that  bars  get  so  many  men  in  jail  and 
then  that  bars  kce])  'en  from  getting  out.  Mr  Iiarkeei>er  is  sure 
ambidextrous  in  workin^i^  both  ways.   I  guess  Til  drive  on."' 

And  so  1  just  up  and  cried  out: 

"Sui>])i»e  }  (>u  just  throw  the  stuff  down  the  chimney  and  Fll  catch 
it  in  niy  l)lanket." 

"Tliat  ynn.  my  stm?"  he  called  back.  "Oh,  I  ^ue<>  you  can  catch 
it  all  ri,i^du  l"ok^  U*  nie  like  you  arc  catchintj  a  good  deal  at  this  time 
of  the  year  and  catching  it  good  and  strong,  too/' 

"X*'W.  Sant}"."  1  ^aid.  'a<  ^oftK-  as  i  could,  "vou  used  t')  he  gond 
Im  UK'  wIk-u  I  wa->  a  kid.  and  I  want  you  to  know  that  1  hope  1  may 
die  if  I  ha\L-  l)rMken  an\-  laws." 

*"1  know  that,  niy  son."  he  said.  IxMinnng  otit  his  big  \  oice.  "Tlie 
la\\>  were  all  l)r(>ke  before  }'ou  got  U>  'eni.  of  e()ur>e.  And  a^  far  as 
we  know  tlicre's  only  one  sound  Commandment  left  out  of  the  whole 
Ten,  the  other  nine  having  been  broke  Ijy  so  many  in  their  minds  or 
out  of  it.  I  got  an  engagement  now  with  a  lame  l>oy,  whose  mother 
make>  Sft  a  week  for  both  h*  live  on." 

'  I ).  Hi  t  go  yet. '  1  begged  him.  "You  seem  to  think  it's  funny  to  be 
in  jail  Christmas  eve." 

"Well."  he  said,  ehuekling.  "it  i:^  fuinu'  when  \()U  eonie  to  think 
«>f  WMr>e  places  you  might  be  in  and  lutw  hard  you  work  to  get  in 
here."' 

"Me  work  hard — to — get — in — herre?'^ 

'That's  it,  my  son."  he  snapped  back.  '^There's  about  ten  million 
things  a  boy  or  man  can  do  and  keep  out  of  jail,  so  that  he  never  wiW 
know  anything  more  a1)OUt  it  than  the  color  of  the  outside  walls. 
There's  only  Ten  Comniandnicnts  to  break  to  get  in,  and  let  me  tell 
you.  my  son.  it  niu^t  take  hard  \v(trk  to  pick  out  those  Ten  Command- 
ments among  ten  million  better  chances."' 


Christmas  live  in  Jail 


"^  ()U  haven't  got  any  sympathy — "  1  began,  turning  on  the  sob 
sound  in  niy  voice. 

"^'ou  don't  nee<l  an\-  --x  niiiathv ."  he  cut  in  with  a  big  laugh.  "W  hat 
\ou  want  is  just  conini«»n  >en>e,  not  ^yni])athy.  1  know;  I'xe  been 
in  jail  ni\>elf — Chri>tnias  eve,  too.  1  wa>  here  last  Chri>tnia>  eve  and 
went  about  my  business  and  hung  a  sock  full  of  stuff  for  everyone. 


YOUNG  E.  .ALLISON 


I  guess  this  must  l)e  ^■(^ur  tlrst  s]xdl  in  jail,  if  you  don't  know  that. 
If  vou  liave  been  here  before  and  have  come  back  again  it  seems  to 
me  you  must  like  it." 

"Think  of  the  disgrace,"  I  said.   **It  ruins  a  man  to  get  here." 

"It  didn't  ruin  me/'  said  Santa  Claus,  briskly.  'It  doesn't  ruin 
anybody  who  doesn't  want  to  be  ruined.  Better  men  than  you  and 
me  have  been  in  jail,  from  Adam  all  the  way  down  to  Sliakespeare, 


76 


The  Poster  School 


Moliere,  Frederick  the  Great,  Napoleon,  Cervantes— even  down  our 
time  when  the  sweetest,  cleanest  and  most  cheerful  story  writer  the 
world  ever  produced  spent  three  years  and  a  half  there  and  came  out 
without  a  stain. 

"Xo  jail  can  ruin  a  man.    Nothing  can  ruin  a  man  but  himself. 

The  world  judges  a  man  not  by  what  happens  to  him  once  or  tw^ice, 
Init  by  what  he  does  steadily,  the  Door  of  Hope  always  stands  wide 
open  in  the  Wall  of  (^ood  llehavior.  Any  man  that  will  work  half 
as  hard  to  keep  out  of  jail  as  he  does  to' get  in  can  always  get  the 
world's  respect." 
"But,-*  I  began. 

"No\y,  you  go  to  sleep,  my  son,  and  don't  talk  back,"  said  Santa 
Claus.     'How  do  }ou  think  I  can  come  down  with  anybo<Jy  sitting 

up  and  watching  for  me?" 

"Then  you  are  coming  down,  after  all  ?"  T  cried. 

'■\\'el!,"  he  laughed,  "ril  think  about  it,  and  you'll  get  an  answer 
one  way  (H"  anotber  about  the  time  you  wake  up  tomorrow  morning.'* 

And  then  I  fell  asleep. 


A])rop(>s  in  tlie  above  1  am  reminded  tbat  onlv  a  few  montbs  ago 
an  old  man.  liroken  and  dissipated,  was  broui^'ht  to  jail.  After  tlie. 
''booze"  had  left  him  he  began  to  be  normal  and  as  be  bad  been  a 
painter  he  was  asked  to  give  some  advice  about  painting  certain 
parts  of  the  jail.  He  soon  said,  "let  me  do  it."  He  was  given  full 
sway.  Any  person  visiting  the  jail  today  (Mar.  20,  1917)  will  see 
the  really  artistic  (artistic  because  it  is  appropriate)  decoraton 
of  tbe  cbapel  of  the  jail.  This  old  man's  sentence  was  up  before  the 
job  was  bnisbed,  ])ut  he  said,  "I  am  ^oing  to  stav  and  finish  the 
chapel.  T  am  i^etting  well  again  and  I  am'safe  from  1)ooze'  inhere. 
If  I  stay  long  enough  I'll  be  a  man  again."    He  stayed. 


HEXKV  WATTERSON  UN  HAPPINESS  AND  HYPOCRiSY. 


Success  in  life  is  hai)i)iness.  The  successful  man,  the  happy  man 
is  the  man  who  believes  his  old  wife  the  loveliest  woman  in  the  world, 
the  vine-covered  cottage  be  calls  his  home  the  dearest  spot  on  earth,  and 
whowouldn't  swa])  bis  ragged. red-headed. freckled-face  brats  for  the 
l)est-looking  and  best-dressed  kids  of  the  ])roudcst  of  bis  neighbors. 
Men  in  their  places  are  the  men  who  stand.  Tbe  material,  the  tangible 
things  of  life,  essential  as  they  are  under  right  conditions  to  happiness 
and  comfort,  do  not,  of  themselves,  bring  happiness  and  comfort. 
Millions  of  money  will  not  save  a  sensitive  man  from  the  tortures  of 
a  sore  toe.  Infinite  fame  will  not  save  a  j^roud  man  from  a  debt  he  is 
unable  to  pay.  I  repeat  that  success  in  life  is  happiness,  and  its  seat 
is  in  tbe  lieart  and  mind ;  not  in  tbe  stomach  or  the  pocket. 

I  don't  believe  tbat  everv  man  who  has  come  short  in  his  accounts 
is  necessarily  a  scoundrel.  I  don't  believe  tbat  every  refugee  must 
needs  be  a  thief  at  heart.  1  believe  in  many  cases  there  was  no  original 
purix)se  to  steal,  and,  in  many  other  cases,  if  all  the  facts  could  be 
got  at,  it  would  be  found  that  down  to  the  very  hour  of  flight  there 
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MolicTc.  I'rcfkrick  tlic  Croat.  Xapolenii.  Cervantes — even  flown  to  our 
time  when  the  >weete>t.  cleanest  and  ni<>st  cheertnl  >t(»r\  writer  the 
world  ever  produeed  spent  three  \ear>  and  a  half  there  and  came  out 
Avithout  a  stain. 

''N(^  jail  can  ruin  a  man.  Nothing  can  ruin  a  man  but  him>elf. 
The  world  jndges  a  man  not  In-  what  happens  to  him  once  or  twice, 
Imt  by  wliat  he  does  steadily.  The  Door  of  Hope  always  stands  wide 
open  in  the  W  all  of  Good  Ilehavior.  Any  man  that  will  work  half 
as  hard  to  keep  out  of  jail  as  he  does  to' get  in  can  alwavs  get  the 
world's  respect." 
"ilut.*"  i  began. 

"Now.  y(Ui  go  to  sleej).  my  .son.  and  talk  back."  said  Santa 

Clans.  ''How  do  you  think  I  can  come  down  with  anvbodv  sitting 
up  and  watching  for  me?'' 

"'I  hen  you  are  ouning  down,  after  all?"  I  cried. 

■  \\  ell,"  he  laughed,  i'll  think  about  it.  and  you'll  get  an  answer 
i»ne  way  or  another  about  the  time  ynu  wake  up  tomorrow  m4>rning." 

And  then  1  fell  asleep. 


Ai>ro])os  iM  the  above  I  am  reminded  that  only  a  few  months  ago 
an  old  man.  ])roken  and  dissipated,  was  brought  to  jail.  After  the. 
"boo/c"  had  left  him  he-  l)e,L;an  to  be  normal  and  as  'he  had  been  a 
pamter  Ik-  was  asked  lo  -ixe  some  ad\ice  al>onl  ]>aintini;-  certain 
l)arts  oi  the  jail,  lie  soon  said,  "let  nu-  do  it."  lie  was  ,t»iven  full 
sway.  Any  person  visitin-  the  jail  todav  (Alar.  JO.  1*)17)  will  see 
the  really  artistic  (artistic  because  it  is  appropriate)  decoraton 
'I  the  chapel  of  the  jail.  This  old  man's  sentence  was  up  before  the 
job  was  finished,  but  he  said.  "I  am  going  to  stav  and  finish  the 
chapel.  I  am  getlini^  well  ai^ain  and  1  am  safe  from  i)ooxe'  in  here. 
If  1  stay  long  enough  1*11  l)e  a  man  again."    He  staved. 


HENRY  W  ATTEKSON  ON  HAPPINESS  AND  HVrOCRlSV. 

Success  in  life  is  liapi)iness.  The  successful  man,  the  bajjpy  man 
is  the  man  who  believes  his  old  wife  the  loveliest  woman  in  the  world, 

the  vine-coverecl  cottage  he  calls  his  home  the  dearest  spot  on  earth,  and 
whowouldn't  swa])  his  ragged. red-headed. freckled-face  brats  forthe 
best-lookiniL^'  and  best-dressed  kids  of  the  ])rondest  of  his  nei.Li'hbors. 
Men  in  their  ])laces  are  the  men  who  stand.    'The  material,  the  tangible 

*  things  of  life,  essential  as  thev  are  under  right  condition^  to  happiness 

and  comfort,  do  not,  of  tliemsehes,  bring  happiness  and  comfort. 
Millions  of  money  will  not  save  a  sensitive  man  from  the  tortures  of 

f  a  sore  toe.   Infinite  fame  will  not  save  a  proud  man  from  a  debt  he  is 

unable  to  pay.  I  repeat  that  success  in  life  is  happiness,  and  its  seat 
is  in  the  heart  and  mind;  not  in  the  stomach  or  the  ])ockct. 

I  don't  believe  that  every  man  who  has  C(tme  short  in  his  accounts 
is  necessarily  a  scoundrel.  I  don't  l)elieve  that  every  refugee  mu<t 
needs  be  a  thief  at  heart.  I  l)elieve  in  many  cases  there  was  no  original 
purpose  t(t  <tea],  and.  in  many  other  cases,  if  all  the  facts  could  be 
got  at,  it  would  l)e  found  that  down  to  the  very  hour  of  flight  there 
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was  an  honest  purpose,  even  an  honest  effort,  to  repair  the  wrong  clone 
in  the  heart  of  sanguine  expectation  or  the  recklessness  of  despair. 
He  promises  himself  to  make  this  good.  A  year  passes.  The  gap  is 
wider  still.  He  takes  a  risk.  This  fails,  of  course.  Then  he  loses 
his  head.  And  then  he  makes  the  fatal  plunge,  and  down  he  goes 
into  the  vortex. 

How  many  breaches  of  trust  begin  in  those  good  intentions  with 

which  that  very  hot  place  with  the  very  short  name  is  supposed  to  be 
paved?  Indeed,  the  gambling  mania,  in  some  form  or  other,  seems 
to  be  well-nigh  universal,  and  the  gamlJer  never  expects  to  lose. 
There  is  always  before  his  mind's  eye  the  mirage  of  that  capital  prize 
in  the  lottery  of  life,  or  that  winning  hand  in  the  game  of  his  choice. 
Even  among  those  who  habitually  play  for  money  it  has  been  observed 
that  they  laugh  when  they  win  and  swear  when  they  lose,  just  as  if 
it  was  not  a  certainty,  when  they  sat  down  at  the  table,  that  they  must 
inevitably  either  do  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  eliminating  from  the 
proceeding  any  possible  suiprise.  One  would  imagine  that  such  per- 
sons ought  to  be  more  stoical.  But  it  is  not  so.  Each  sitting  is  to 
them  as  though  it  were  their  last,  and,  ;is  no  man  deliberatelv  ]:)lavs 
to  lose,  he  is  corres])ondingly  angry  when  he  fails  to  win.  iUit  what 
a  fatal  mistake  is  made  by  that  man  who  lays  his  hand  upon  a  dollar 
he  cannot  honestly  call  his  own. 

Among  those  persons  who  appropriate  to  their  own  use  money 
that  does  not  belong  to  them,  sedcing  those  dark-alley  short-cuts  to 
fortune  that  end  in  disgrace,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  they  are 
the  worst  who  masquerade  as  pillars  of  the  church  or  pose  as  models 
of  commercial  integrity  and  virtue.  Such  a  man  not  only  robs  those 
who  have  trusted  him  and  believed  in  him,  adding  hypocrisy  to  felony, 
l)Ut  he  commits  an  even  greater  moral  crime  by  the  shock  he  inflicts 
upon  our  CfMiinntn  faith  in  human  nature. 

I  recall  a  curious  episode  of  this  kind  which  ha])pened  a  few  vears 
ago  in  the  directory  of  a  bank  in  one  of  our  great  cities.  A  certain 
member  of  the  board  was  found  to  have  duplicated  warehouse  receipts 
to  a  considerable  amount  borrowed  of  the  bank  on  those  collaterals. 
His  friends  raised  the  money,  paid  the  notes,  and  the  matter  was 
hushed  up.  Not,  however,  without  the  earnest  protest  of  two  of  the 
delinquent's  colleagues,  who  thought,  or  who  said  they  thought,  it 
compromising  with  crime — that  it  was  not  fair — to  allow  such  a  scamp 
to  be  turned  loose  on  an  unsuspecting  community.  Finally,  however, 
their  moral  susceptibility  yielded  to  entreaty  and  tlicy  accjuiesced  in  the 
concealment.  Less  than  a  year  later  one  of  these  gentlemen  fled  to 
ATexico.  leaving  behind  him  a  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
duplicated  warehouse  receipts.  iJis  surviving  partner  in  morality  was 
indignant  beyond  expression.  He  went  abcnit  wringing  his  hands, 
rolling  his  eyes  and  stigmatizing  the  villainy  right  and  left.  Six 
months  later  this  gentleman's  turn  came  around.  He  ran  away  to 
Canada,  leaving  behind  him  half  a  million  of  money  raised  on  bogus 
security.  And,  now,  what  do  you  suppose  came  to  pass?  Why.  the 
originsd  sinner — the  man  who,  so  vehemently  denoimced,  had  been 
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saved  by  the  generosity  of  his  friends  and  the  silence  of  the  bank — 
once  more  a  prosperous  merchant — actually  served  as  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury  tliat  indicted  the  other  two! 

Hypocrisy,  we  are  told  by  the  witty  Frenchman,  is  the  homage 
vice  pays  to  virtue.  It  is  also  the  mask  behind  whose  smug  features 
pretended  virtue  seeks  to  work  off  her  self-righteous  shams.  Nor  is 
it  an  exclusive  possession  of  the  criminal  classes.  We  encounter  it  in 
the  best  society,  setting  up  for  a  lady  of  fashion ;  in  the  church,  set- 
ting up  for  a  philanthropist;  in  tlie  Board  of  Trade,  setting  Up  for 
a  most  enterprising  patriot. 

Which  of  us  has  not  had  his  lingers  burned  by  corner  lots  bought 
in  cities  that  never  were  and  never  will  be  in  the  game  of  develop- 
ment and  public  spirit,  to  tind  no  relief  in  watered  stock,  no  matter 
how  coolly  and  copiously  that  may  have  been  applied? 

Which  of  us  does  not  recall  the  obliging  friend,  who,  if  it  is  any 
accommodation  to  us,  will  let  us  in  upon  the  ground  floor  of  a  financial 
edifice,  having  three  or  four  cellars  beneath  it,  and  laid,  at  the  bottom, 
in  a  cave  of  winds? 

W'liich  of  us  ha^^  not  his  hard-luck  story  to  tell  of  his  neighlior. 
having  an  infinite  deal  of  horse-sense  and  an  illimitable  knowledge 
of  h(>r>e-llesh,  with  his  inevitable  "tip"  as  to  the  "sure  winner"  in  the 
coming  race  ? 

IJut.  and  morels  the  pity,  there  be  hypocrisy  and  h3rpocrisy*  There 
is  a  kind  of  hypocrisy  that  goes  maundering  through  the  world  mis- 
taking itself  for  virtue  and  never  finding  itself  out.  And  then  there 
is  a  hypocris}'  that  sj^rings  rather  from  cowardice  than  fraud,  and 
that  is  to  be  ])itied.  How  many  a  man  has  lied  to  save  appearances, 
who  might  as  well  have  told  the  truth  and  gone  about  his  business. 
The  onlv  honest  hypocrites.  Hazlitt  reminds  us,  are  the  play-actors 
wlio  change  their  characters  with  every  i)erformancc.  wearing  the 
robes  of  a  king  t(^day.  and  the  rags  of  a  beggar  tomorrow.  Xay,  the 
woods  are  full  of  hypocrites,  unconscious  hardly  less  than  conscious; 
pious  hypocrites,  who  deceive  themselves  more  tiian  they  deceive  any- 
body else,  to  end  at  last  in  the  ditch;  bullying  hypocrites,  who,  like 
poor  Bob  Acres,  really  fancy  they  can  fight,  until  brought  to  shame 
by  their  own  folly. 
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was  an  honest  purpose,  even  an  honest  effort,  to  repair  the  wrong  done 
in  the  heart  of  sanguine  expectation  or  the  recklessness  of  despair. 
He  promises  himself  to  make  this  good,  A  year  passes.  The  gap  is 
wider  still.  He  takes  a  risk.  This  fails,  of  course.  Then  he  loses 
his  head.  And  then  he  makes  the  fatal  plunge,  and  down  he  goes 
into  the  vortex. 

How  many  breaches  of  trust  begin  in  those  good  intentions  with 
which  that  very  hot  i>lace  with  the  very  short  name  is  supposed  to  be 
paved?  Indeed,  the  gambling  mania,  in  some  form  or  other,  seems 
to  be  well-nigh  universal,  and  the  gambler  never  cx])ects  to  lose. 
There  is  always  before  his  mind's  eye  the  mirage  of  that  capital  prize 
in  the  lottery  of  life,  or  that  winning  hand  in  the  game  of  his  choice. 

en  among  those  who  habitually  play  for  money  it  has  been  observed 
that  they  laugh  when  the\  w  in  and  swear  when  they  lose,  just  as  if 
it  was  not  a  certainty,  when  they  sat  down  at  the  table,  that  they  must 
incvital)ly  either  do  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  eliminating  from  the 
proceeding  any  possible  surprise.  One  would  imagine  that  such  per- 
sons ought  to  be  more  stoical,  lint  it  is  not  so.  Each  sitting  is  to 
them  as  though  it  were  their  last,  and,  as  n*^  man  deliberately  ])lavs 
to  lose,  he  is  correspondingly  angry  when  he  fails  to  win.  But  what 
a  fatal  mistake  is  made  by  that  man  who  lays  his  hand  upon  a  dollar 
he  cannot  honestly  call  his  own. 

Among  those  persons  who  appropriate  to  their  own  use  money 
that  does  not  belong  to  them,  seeking  those  dark-alley  short-cuts  to 
fortune  that  end  in  disgrace,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  they  are 

the  w^orst  who  masquerade  as  pillars  of  the  church  or  pose  as  models 
of  commercial  integrity  and  virtue.  Such  a  man  not  only  robs  those 
who  have  trusted  him  and  believed  in  him,  adding  hvpocrisv  to  felonv. 
but  he  commits  an  even  greater  moral  crime  by  the  shock  he  inflicts 
upon  our  common  faith  in  lunuan  nature. 

I  recall  a  curious  episode  of  this  kind  which  happened  a  few  vcars 
ago  in  the  directory  of  a  bank  in  one  of  our  great  cities.  A  certain 
member  of  the  board  was  found  to  have  duplicated  warehouse  receipts 
to  a  considerable  amount  borrowed  of  the  bank  on  those  collaterals. 
His  friends  raised  the  money,  paid  the  notes,  and  the  matter  was 
hushed  up.  Not.  however,  without  the  earnest  protest  of  two  of  the 
delinquent's  colleagues,  who  thought,  or  who  said  they  thought,  it 
C(tm]>roiuising  with  crime — that  it  was  not  fair — to  allow  such  a  scamp 
to  1)0  turned  loose  on  an  unsuspecting  comnumity.  Finallv.  however, 
their  moral  susceptibility  yielded  to  entreaty  and  they  acquiesced  in  the 
concealment.  Less  than  a  year  later  one  of  these  gentlemen  fled  to 
Mexico,  leaving  behind  him  a  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
duplicated  warehouse  receipts.  His  surviA'ing  partner  in  morality  was 
indignant  beyond  expression.  He  went  about  wringing  his  hands, 
rolling  his  eyes  and  stigmatizing  the  villainy  right  and  left.  Six 
months  later  this  gentleman's  turn  came  around.  He  ran  away  to 
Canada,  leaving  behind  him  half  a  million  of  money  raised  on  bogus 
security.  And,  now.  wliat  do  you  suppose  came  to  pass?  Whv.  the 
original  sinner — the  man  who,  so  vehemently  denounced,  had  been 
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saved  ])y  tlie  generosity  of  his  friends  and  the  silence  of  the  bank- 
once  more  a  prosi)erous  merchant— actually  served  as  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury  that  indicted  the  other  two! 

Hypocrisy,  we  are  told  by  the  wittv  Frenchman,  is  tlie  homage 
vice  pays  to  virtue.  It  is  also  the  mask'  Ijchind  whose  smug  features 
pretended  virtue  seeks  to  work  oft"  her  self-righteous  shams.  Xor  is 
it  an  exclusive  possession  of  the  criminal  classes.  We  encounter  it  in 
the  best  society,  setting  up  for  a  lady  of  fashion;  in  the  church,  set- 
ting up  for  a  philanthropist;  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  setting  up  for 
a  most  enten)rising  patriot. 

V\  hich  of  us  has  n(*t  liad  his  fingers  burned  by  comer  lots  bouglit 
in  cities  that  never  were  and  never  will  be  in  the  game  of  develop- 
ment and  i)ul)lic  s])irit,  to  find  no  relief  in  watered  stock,  no  matter 
how  coolly  and  copiously  that  may  have  been  applied? 

Which  of  us  does  not  recall  the  obliging  friend,  who,  if  it  is  anv 
accommodation  to  us,  will  let  us  in  upon  the  ground  floor  of  a  Imancial 
edifice,  having  three  or  four  cellars  beneath  it,  and  laid,  at  the  bottom, 
in  a  cave  of  winds? 

Which  of  us  has  not  his  hard-luck  story  to  tell  of  his  neighbor, 
having  an  infinite  deal  of  horse-sense  and  an  illimitable  knowledge 
of  horse  flesh,  with  his  inevitable  "tip"  as  to  the  "sure  winner"  in  tlie 
coming  race? 

]iUt.  and  more's  the  i)ity,  there  be  hyi)ocrisy  and  hvpocrisv.  There 
is  a  kind  of  hypocrisy  that  goes  maundering  through  the  world  mis- 
taking itself  for  virtue  and  never  finding  itself  out.  And  then  there 
is  a  hypocrisy  that  springs  rather  from  cowardice  than  fraud,  and 
that  is  to  be  pitied.  How  many  a  man  has  lied  to  save  appearances, 
who  might  as  well  have  told  the  truth  and  gone  about  his  business. 
The  only  honest  hypocrites,  Hazlitt  reminds  us,  are  the  play-actors 
who  change  their  characters  with  every  performance,  wearing  the 
robes  of  a  king  today,  and  the  rags  of  a  l)cggar  tomorrow.  Nav.  the 
wi)od^  are  full  (^f  hyi>ocrites,  unconscious  hardly  less  than  conscious; 
pious  hypocrites,  who  deceive  themselves  more  than  they  deceive  anv- 
body  else,  to  end  at  last  in  the  ditch;  bullying  hypocrites,  who,  like 
poor  Bob  Acres,  really  fancy  they  can  fight,  until  brought  to  shame 
by  their  own  folly. 
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was  an  honest  purpose,  even  an  honest  effort,  to  repair  the  wrong  done 
in  the  heart  of  sanguine  expectation  or  the  recklessness  of  despair. 
He  promises  liiniself  to  make  this  good.  A  year  passes.  The  gap  is 
wider  still.  He  takes  a  risk.  This  fails,  of  course.  Then  he  loses 
his  head.  And  then  he  makes  the  fatal  plunge,  and  down  he  goes 
into  the  vortex. 

How  many  breaches  of  trust  begin  in  those  good  intentions  with 
which  that  \Qry  hot  place  with  the  very  short  name  is  supposed  to  be 
paved?  Indeed,  the  gambling  mania,  in  some  form  or  other,  seems 
to  he  well-nigh  universal,  and  the  gambler  never  expects  to  lose. 
There  is  always  before  his  mind's  eye  the  mirage  of  that  capital  prize 
in  the  Lottery  of  life,  or  that  winning  hand  in  the  game  of  his  choice. 
Even  among  those  who  habitually  play  for  money  it  has  been  observed 
that  they  laugh  when  they  win  and  swear  when  they  lose,  just  as  if 
it  was  not  a  certainty,  when  they  sat  down  at  the  table,  that  they  must 
inevitably  either  do  tfie  one  thing  or  the  other,  eliminating  from  the 
proceeding  any  possible  surprise.  One  would  imagine  that  such  per- 
sons ought  to  be  more  stoical.  lUit  it  is  not  so.  Each  sitting  is  to 
them  as  though  it  were  their  last,  and,  as  no  man  deliberately  plays 
to  l(^se.  he  is  correspondingly  angry  when  he  fails  to  win.  But  what 
a  fatal  mistake  is  made  l)y  that  man  who  lays  his  hand  upon  a  dollar 
he  cannot  honestly  call  his  own. 

Among  those  persons  who  appropriate  to  their  own  use  money 
that  does  not  l)elong  to  them,  seeking  those  dark-alley  short-cuts  to 
fortune  that  end  in  disgrace,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  they  are 
the  worst  who  masquerade  as  pillars  of  the  church  or  pose  as  models 
of  commercial  integrity  and  virtue.  Such  a  man  not  only  robs  those 
wlio  have  trusted  him  and  believed  in  him,  adding  hypocrisy  to  felony, 
but  he  commits  an  even  greater  moral  crime  by  the  shodc  he  inflicts 
upon  our  commou  faith  in  human  nature. 

I  recall  a  curious  episode  of  this  kind  which  happened  a  few  years 
ago  in  tlie  directory  of  a  bank  in  one  of  our  great  cities.  A  certain 
member  of  the  hoard  was  found  to  have  duplicated  warehouse  receii)ts 
to  a  considerable  amount  borrowed  of  the  hank  on  those  collaterals. 
His  friends  raised  the  money,  paid  the  notes,  and  the  matter  was 
hushed  up.  Not,  however,  without  the  earnest  protest  of  two  of  the 
delinquent's  colleagues,  who  thought,  or  who  said  they  thought,  it 
compromising  with  crime — ^that  it  was  not  fair — to  allow  such  a  scamp 
to  be  turned  loose  on  an  unsuspecting  community.  Finally,  however, 
their  moral  susceptibility  yielded  to  entreaty  and  they  acquiesced  in  the 
concealment.  Less  tlian  a  year  later  one  of  these  gentlemen  fled  to 
Mexico,  leaving  behind  him  a  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
duplicated  warehouse  receipts.  His  surviving  partner  in  morality  was 
indignant  beyond  expression.  He  went  about  wringing  his  hands, 
rolling  his  eyes  and  stigmatizing  the  villainy  right  and  left.  Six 
months  later  this  gentleman's  turn  came  around.  He  ran  away  to 
Canada,  leaving  behind  him  half  a  million  of  money  raised  on  bogus 
securitv.  And,  now,  what  do  you  suppose  came  to  pass?  Why.  the 
original  sinner— the  man  who,  so  vehemently  denounced,  had  been 
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saved  by  the  generosity  of  his  friends  and  the  silence  of  the  bank- 
once  more  a  j^rosperous  merchant — actually  served  as  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury  that  indicted  the  other  two! 

liy|)ocrisy.  we  are  told  by  the  witty  Frenchman,  is  the  homage 
vice  pays  to  virtue.  It  is  also  the  mask  behind  whose  smug  features 
pretended  virtue  seeks  to  work  off  her  self-righteous  shams.  Nor  is 
it  an  exclusive  possession  of  the  criminal  classes.  We  encounter  it  in 
the  best  society,  setting  up  for  a  lady  of  fashion;  in  the  church,  set- 
ting up  for  a  philanthropist;  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  setting  up  for 
a  most  enter])rising  patriot. 

W  hich  of  us  has  not  had  his  fingers  burned  by  comer  lots  bought 
in  cities  that  never  were  and  never  will  he  in  the  game  of  develop- 
ment and  ])uhlic  spirit,  to  find  no  relief  in  watered  stock,  no  matter 
how  coolly  and  co])iously  that  may  have  been  ap])lied? 

Which  of  us  does  not  recall  the  obliging  friend,  who,  if  it  is  any 
accommodation  to  us,  will  let  us  in  upon  the  ground  floor  of  a  financial 
edifice,  having  three  or  four  cellars  beneath  it,  and  laid,  at  the  bottom, 
in  a  cave  of  winds? 

Which  of  us  has  not  his  hard-luck  story  to  tell  of  his  neighbor, 
having  an  infmite  deal  of  horse-sense  and  an  illimitable  knowledge 
of  liMrsc-tlesh,  with  his  inevitable  "tip"  as  to  the  "sure  winner"  in  the 
coming  race? 

llut.  and  more's  the  i)ity,  there  lie  hypocrisy  and  hypocrisy.  There 
is  a  kind  of  hypocrisy  tliat  goes  maundering  through  the  world  mis- 
taking itself  for  virtue  and  never  finding  it.self  out.  And  then  there 
is  a  hypocrisy  that  springs  rather  from  cowardice  tlian  fraud,  and 
that  is  to  be  pitied-  How  many  a  man  has  lied  to  save  appearances, 
who  might  as  well  have  told  the  truth  and  gone  about  his  business. 
The  only  honest  hypocrites,  Hazlitt  reminds  us,  are  the  play-actors 
who  change  their  characters  with  every  performance,  wearing  the 
robes  of  a  king  today,  and  the  rags  of  a  beggar  tomorrow.  Xay,  the 
woods  are  full  of  hypocrites.  unconsci<.uis  hardly  less  than  conscious ; 
])ious  hvpocrites.  who  deceive  themselves  more  than  thev  deceive  anv- 
Ijody  else,  to  end  at  last  in  the  ditch;  bullying  hypocrites,  who,  like 
poor  Bob  Acres,  really  fancy  they  can  fight,  until  brought  to  shame 
by  their  own  folly. 


I 


END  OF 
TITLE 


